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King Fahd congratulates Ye 

SANAA (AFP) Saudi Kinc Fahd 4 

Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Sal^h COll S r ? tuJal ^J 
tionai panel ruling that awarded most at ^ ^ “JE 18 * 
Sea archipelago to Yemen. S^A ri^T'^ ^ 
Sunday. “I have the pleasure of announcin* ^fraSr 
oaJ congratulations to you,” the kirn? ^ ^ 
sage to the Yemeni president. King F^ 
the decision “strengthens relauoL 
neighbouring countries Yemen ami Eritrea^h^h T° 
claimed the Hanlsh Islands, SABA saS’ \ *1 h f w 
^ iniemaiiona 1 aAiuauon pand 
the archipelago s major islands of Gr«u7r Hankh 
Lesser Banish and Jebel Zuqar They art- uf , , 

Re L^b^M^? Ulf - fAden ^ d ^ntrol accSs 

to the Bab A1 Mandab strait. Yemen ami Saudi Vab£ 
^ conducting talks on defining the rest ol iheir uroes 
Dial and their enure maritime borders. 
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U.S. commerce secretary delays 
Mfdeast trip because of U.S. budget 

CAIRO ( API — U.S. Conuncnx* ScLTetay William Dales' has 
postponed u trip to the Middle East because of the delay in 
apprmul of the new federal budgtl the US. embassy said Sun- 
itij. D.dey wa.< to lca\e Wa-thSngion Sunday for visits to 
Egypt. Israel. Jordan and the fttlesrimun leni tones. In Egv-pL he 
«as to he the kej noie sfcifeer at a uaefer and development eon- 
term* Wednesdav aimed ai drawing foreign investmeni for 
some 40 Egyptian enetgv. transportation, chemical and water 
prtijecLs. A statement issued by lhe embassy quisled Daley as 
saying Cxuarss had been expected to axnpleic action on next 
year's U.S. government budget by Sunday. "Unfortunately, a 
budget agreement has not been reached.” Daley said. "Presideni 
Clinton has asL*d me to stay in Washington this week to assist 
in reaching an asmemeni «itli Congress. "The staienieni said 
Daley hoped to rescheduled the visit before the end of this y ear. 
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Turkey issues fresh warning to Syria 


ANKARA (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
issued a fresh warning to 
Syria Sunday, saying 
Turkey would be free to 
take all measures against 
Damascus if the latter did 
not end its help for sepa- 
ratist Turkish Kurds. 

“If Syria does not make 
up its mind, we will make 
the sky collapse on it,” Yil- 
maz told reporters during a 
trip to a' town in eastern 
Turkey, according to the 
state-run Anatolia news 
agency. 

“If Syria ends it support 
to the separatist terrorists 
[the Kurdish Labour Party, 
or PKK1, the terrorists can- 
not continue with their evil 
work,” Yilmaz said. 

“V/e are determined to 
put an end to that terrorism 
and if Syria continues to 
ignore our warnings, we 
will be free to take all 
kinds of action” he said. 

Turkey and Syria have 
been engaged in a war of 
words since Ankara last 
month accused Damascus 
of providing separatist 
Turkish Kurds with mili- 
tary support and of shelter- 
ing their leadership. 

The Turkish government 
has threatened military 
action unless Syria hand's 
over PKK leader Abdullah 
Ocalan and ceases to back 
the PKK, which has been 
struggling to establish an 
independent Kurdish state 
m southeastern Turkey 


since 1984. 

Syria denies the accusa- 
tions. 

Turkish newspapers 
reported Sunday that a 
fresh series of explosions 
rocked several points on 
the Syrian side of the bor- 
der with Turkey on Satur- 
day, causing injuries, amid 
escalating tensions 

between the two neigh- 
bours. 

""It has been learned that 
some 3,000 PKK are 
escaping towards the Iraqi 
border. The explosions 
show their efforts to leave 
no traces behind them," the 
paper said. 

Officials at Turkey’s 
General Staff were unable 
to confirm the report. 

Damascus on Saturday 
denied earlier claims by 
three Turkish newspapers 
that several blasts occurred 
on Friday in Syrian army 
bases and munitions ware- 
houses and some electric 
power stations, causing an 
unspecified number of 
deaths and injuries. 

But the Istanbul dailies 
Cumhuriyei and Turkiye 
on Sunday reported fresh 
explosions on Saturday in 
four Syrian regions on the 
Turkish border. The 

reports could not be con- 
firmed independently. 

The Turkish newspapers 
speculated that the explo- 
sions could have been 
caused by factions 

opposed to Syrian Presi- 


dent Hafez Al Assad or 
could have been the work 
of secret service units 
within the Turkish army. 

But a Syrian official in 
Damascus on Saturday 
denied the explosion 
reports, telling AFP that 
they were “totally ground- 
less." 

Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak will dis- 
patch Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa to Ankara on 
Monday in a renewed 
effort to mediate an end to 
the Turkish-Syrian crisis, 
the government daily Al 
Ahram reported in Cairo 
Sunday. 

“It has been decided in a 
telephone conversation 
yesterday between Presi- 
dent Mubarak and Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel {of 
Turkey] to send Amr Musa 
to Ankara tomorrow for 
talks with President 
Demirel." Al Ahram said. 

“The foreign minister 
will carry a message to 
President Demirel contain- 
ing Syria’s reactions and 
views on the issues Ural 
have led to the crisis 
between the two coun- 
tries” Al Ahram said. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa on Satur- 
day had talks in Cairo with 
Mubarak and handed him a 
message from Al Assad. 

"We have waved off 
Turkish threats and have 
expressed our sincere wish 
to find solutions to the 


Turkey seeks support 
from Arab countries j 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey has called for support from Arab ! 
countries in its tense dispute with Syria over Ankara's charges ’ 
that Damascus supports Turkish Kurd rebels. 

"We know that the Arab people do not think that way and we ! 
know that many state leaders are opposed to the support Syria j 
gives to terrorism,” Turkish Foreign Minister Ismael Cent said in ' 
continents published in the Sabah newspaper on Sunday. i 
"We want (hem [the Arabs] to behave in a way comparibk 
with (heir responsibilities.” Turkey accuses Syria of waging an 1 
""undeclared war” by backing Kurdish separatist guerrillas fighi- | 
ing for autonomy in the southeast over the past 14 years. ! 

The 22-member Arab group at the United Nations has ; 
expressed solidarity with Syria and rejected what it called Turk- j 
ish threats to Damascus. The group colled on N.ATO- member i 
Turkey to exercise the utmost restraint. j 

Washington fears any attack on Syria cuuld further damage the ; 
Middle East peace process and has made clear it warns a peace- i 
fill solution. i 

I 

Azerbayan backs TUrkey \ 

i 

Turkey's state-run Anatolia meanwhile quoted the president of : 
the Caspian Republic of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev, as saying j 
that his country supports llrrkey in an ongoing conflict with t 
Syria. 'Turkey is our brother and we side with Turkey' in the con- ! 
diet with Syria,” Aliyev told Turkey’s state-run Anatolia news I 
agency in the Azerbaijani capital of Baku. | 

Aliyev's remarks came as he voted for his country s presiden- i 
rial elections in which he is running as a candidate. j 

Turkey and the oil-rich former Soviet Republic of Azerbaijan j 
share dose ethnic, linguistic and religious ties. ; 


problems between us. the 
priority among which is 
the problem of security” 
Sharaa later told a press 
conference. 

Musa said on Saturday 
that he might fly to Ankara 
"‘in the next few dav.s" to 


help defuse the crisis. 

He said Mubarak, who 
last week shuttled between 
Ankara and Damascus, 
was due to telephone Turk- 
ish President Suleyman 
Demirel late Saturday with 
a message from .Assad. 


Netanyahu 

blames 

Palestinian 


c 


incitement’ 
for soldier’s 
killing 


TOMER (AP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Sunday 
attended the funeral of a 
slain female soldier and 
blamed her killing on 
‘"incitement" by Palestin- 
ian media. 

Colonel MichaJ Adato, 
19, was stabbed to death 
Friday by a Palestinian 
man as she got off a bus at 
the West Bank settlement 
of Tomer, where her fami- 
ly lives. Israeli soldiers 
shot and wounded the 
attacker, who is hospi- 
talised and under arrest. 

Both Israeli and Pales- 
tinian security forces said 
the assailant, Iraad Rashid 
Kamil, was mentally 
unstable and had acted 
alone. K amil told investi- 
gators from his hospital 
bed that God had told him 
to kill an Israeli soldier. 

“It wasn't in a dream that 
[God] came to him,” 
Netanyahu told mourners. 
“It was each morning 
when he turned on the 
Palestinian radio and tele- 
vision that broadcasts... 
words of hate and incite- 
ment and encouragement 
for murderous acts.” The 
prime minister repeated 
his call for Palestinians to 
stamp out anti-Israeli 
groups and incitement as a 
condition for the continua- 
tion of the peace talks. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) insisted 
Sunday that Kamil has 
been suffering from men- 
tal illness for the past 
decade. “Nobody pushed 
him to do this act,” the 
Official Palestinian news 
agency quoted a statement 
from President Yasser 
Arafat’s office as saying. 


Israeli, Palestinian leaders give bleak 
assessments ahead of peace summit 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders began 
final preparations Sunday for 
this week’s Mideast summit 
near Washington, with both 
sides playing down hopes for a 
long-awaited new peace 
accord. 

“Nothing is ready." said a 
senior Israeli official Sunday 
as Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu met with Ms so- 
called inner security cabinet to 
finalise Israel’s position ahead 
of the summit launch on 
Thursday. 

"Summits only succeed if 
they are properly prepared — 
90 percent of things should be 
agreed beforehand, and 1 just 
don’t see that happening." the 
official told AFP on condition 
he not be named 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat offered a similarly bleak 
assessment of tie situation 
ahead of a meeting with his 
cabinet Sunday to prepare for 
the summit. 

"Until now; nothing has been 
achieved,” Arafat told 
reporters. "We have to wait 
until the meeting in Washing- 
ton.” 

UJS. President Bill Clinton is 
to host the start of the multi- 
day negotiations at the Wye 
Plantation Conference Centre 
in rural Maryland 

The U.S. leader called the 
summit after Israel agreed — 


Arafat arrives today 

RAMALLAH (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat will visit Jordan briefly Monday to discuss the 
Middle East peace process, Palestinian officials said 
Sunday. 

Arafat will then leave for the United Stales where he 
will participate in a summit Oct. 15 with U.S. President 
Bill Clinton and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 


following months of resistance 
— to grant Palestinians limited 
control over another 13 per 
cent of the West Bank before 
the two sides launch negotia- 
tions on a permanent peace 
settlement. 

But the senior Israeli official 
said serious differences 
remained on oilier core issues 
and time was running our to 
bridge the gaps. 

He said possible deal break- 
ers included the extent of a sec- 
ond interim West Bank pull- 
back required under the Oski 
accords and the cancellation of 
anti-Israel clauses in the PLO 
Charter. 

Israel has tentatively agreed 
to cede only an additional one 
per cent of the West Bank fol- 
lowing the 13 per cent pull- 
back, but the Palestinians are 
demanding a greater transfer. 

"This issue is not settled." the 
Israeli official said. 

Israel is ready, however, to 


drop its insistence that the 
Palestinians extradite activists 
wanted for attacks on Israelis 
in exchange for the pullbacks, 
he said. 

Israel knows of at least a 
dozen wanted activists who 
have been recruited into the 
Palestinian police forces and 
another 17 who are free, he 
said. 

‘The Palestinian reading of 
the Oslo agreements is that 
jailing these terrorists meets 
the requirements.” he said. “If 
they are really put in jaiL we 
would be satisfied.” 

Concerning the PLO Char- 
ter. Israel is sticking to its 
demand that Arafat reconvene 
the Palestine National Council 
(PNC) witMn three months to 
repeat line-by-line the cancel- 
lation of anti-Israel clauses in 
the covenant, he said. 

Arafat says the PNC already 
cancelled the ofl'easive clauses 
in May 1996 and he is unlike- 


ly to again convene the coun- 
cil's more than 600 members, 
who include strong critics of 
the peace process, at such a 
sensitive time. 

The Palestinians for their 
pan demand that the disarming 
and arrest of Islamists be 
ma idled by similar action 
against violent Jewish settlers, 
something Netanyahu has 
refused to include in the nego- 
tiations. "'It's a ridiculous 
demand," the official said 
"'Israel is a nation with the nde 
of law. If an Israeli murders a 
Palestinian, he is jailed Bui if 
he kills in self-defence, that's 
another matter.” 

The Palestinians also want a 
halt to building in Jewish set- 
tlements, saying the construc- 
tion is solidifying Israel’s hold 
on occupied territories to pre- 
judge negotiations on final bor- 
ders. 

Even in the run-up to the 
Wye talks, Netanyahu has 
done the opposite, moving 
ahead last week with construc- 
tion of Jewish housing deep 
inside the West Bank. 

More worrisome for the 
Palestinians, Netanyahu on 
Friday appointed the hawkish 
Ariel Sharon — whose disdain 
for the Palestinian cause and 
support for Jewish settlement 
is legendary' — foreign minis- 
ter and chief negotiator for a 
final peace deal. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Sunday receives at the 
Raghadan Palace Roman Catholic patriarchs who are holding a conference in 
Amman 

Regent receives Roman 
Catholic patriarchs 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 
Sunday called on the bishops 
of die Middle East to contin- 
ue holding meetings and dis- 
cussions that would "deepen 
our cultural identity." 

Speaking during a lunch 
he hosted at Rachadan 
Palace in honour of the 
Roman Catholic patriarchs 
who are holding a confer- 
ence in Amman, Prince Has- 
san underlined the impor- 
tance of the conference in 
focusing on the Middle East 
region's contributions to 
civilisation wMch are 
marked by moderation and 
characterised by a global 
humanitarian nature. 

Referring to the 50th 
anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights this year. Prince Has- 
san said the occasion should 
he used to promt ite human 
rights not only at the civic 
level but at the religious, 
political and social levels as 


well. 

Patriarch Mar Nasrallah 
Sfeir. head of the Maroniie 
community in Antioch and 
the Orient, paid tribute to the 
Hashemite leadership's 
efforts in serving Jordan and 
the Arab Nation. 

He said the patriarchs 
joined him in prayers for the 
speedy- recovery of His 
Majesty King Hussein, who 
is undergoing chemotherapy- 
in the U.S.. and his safe 
return to the homeland. 

Attending the lunch were 
Speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament Sa"d Havel 
Srour. the King’s Adviser for 
Islamic Affairs Iz 2 eddin 
Khatib AJ Taniimi and other 
officials. 

Earlier the patriarchs 
opened their five-day meet- 
ing at Dabouq near Fuheis 
to discuss a range of topics 
including the issue of 
Jerusalem, the relations 
between Catholic churches 
and other churches in the 
region, relations between 


Muslims and Christians, and 
preparations for a bishops’ 
meeting to be held in Beirut 
next May on the advent of 
the third millennium in addi- 
tion to other issues of con-, 
eem to churches in the 
region. 

Roman Catholic Patriarch 
of Jerusalem, Jordan and 
Palestine Michael Sabbah. 
who is hosting the meeting, 
said in opening remarks that 
the church prays for the 
restoration of peace based on 
justice and security for the 
whole region. 

He said Jerusalem acquires 
a unique status as a- city 
tvhtch God has designed to 
be a meeting place Tor the 
followers of the three 
monotheistic religions and 
reconciliation among peo- 
ple. 

The opening session was 
attended by representatives 
of diplomatic missions in 
Jordan, religious leaders and 
members of the Christian 
community in Jordan. 


Aziz mission to U.N. gives 
rise to optimism in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD l AFP) — Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz's 
mission to the United Nations 
has raised hopes of cooperation 
being restored between Bagh- 
dad and U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors, Iraqi officials and diplo- 
mats said here Sunday. 

The optimism came as Aziz 
returned to Baghdad after hold- 
ing four meetings in New York 
with UN. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan. 

"The recent diplomatic initia- 
tive of Ml Aziz has allow ed for 
progress to be made... and the 
results are bound to show 
soon,” an Iraqi official told 
AFP, asking nouo be named 

"The tour was positive and it 
will contribute to resolving the 
situation." 


A Western diplomat, mean- 
while, said Aziz was to brief 
Iraq's leadership and he expect- 
ed Baghdad to announce "a 
settlement on the issue of coop- 
eration with UNSCOM," the 
U.N. Special Commission in 
charge of Iraqi disarmament 

The Iraqi official was also 
confident that a solution was in 
the offing. 

Baghdad halted anas inspec- 
tions by UNSCOM and the 
Internationa] Atomic Energy- 
Agency on Aug. 5. charging 
that the Special Commission 
was refusing to recognise Iraq's 
progress in disarmament over 
the past seven years. 

Annan has proposed a com- 
prehensive review of the sanc- 
tions regime and a "reason- 


able" time frame for the lilting 
of the embargo in force since 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has said Iraq must first resume 
its cooperation with weapons 
inspectors. 

"We are nor against coopera- 
tion with UNSCOM and we 
don't refuse to respect our 
commitments, but we want 
firm guarantees that our sacri- 
fices ... will be recognised," 
said die Iraqi official. Aziz 
sought assurances from Annan 
that a comprehensive review 
would accelerate the end oF 
.sanctions, which cannot be lift- 
ed until UNSCOM declares 
that it has eliminated Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction. 


Plans to establish Maronite parish in Amman stir controversy 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — Plans for the establish- 
ment of a Maronite parish in Amman 
came under fire by three hardline 
Muslim Brotherhood leaders, who 
challenged the government by protest- 
ing that "there are no Maronites in 
Jordan.” 

Former Deputies Ibrahim Zeid 
Keilani, Mohammad Abu Paris, and 
Hammam Sa*id have urged Amman 
mayor of and all Greater Amman 
Municipality council members “to 
stop this conspiracy and not to surren- 
der the land with the custody of which 
you were entrusted. 

The letTer, signed by the three lead- 
ers and dated Oct. 10. called on the 


mayor and the council to heed their 
demand, which they said was echoed 
in all mosques, by all Muslim believ- 
ers and scholars. 

But, beyond the argument over the 
allegedly insignificant size of the 
Maroniie community in Jordan, many 
Islamists and some among the general 
public believe the Maronites in Jordan 
should be denied a church because of 
the collusion between Christian mili- 
tias and Israeli occupation forces in 
1982 against Lebanese Muslims and 
Palestinians. 

The moderate secretary' general of 
the Islamic Action Front, Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat, declined to comment on 
both ihe news that Jordan's estimated 
(50 Maroniie families wifi soon have 


a church in the capital, and the protest 
by Sa’id, Keilani, and Abu Faris. 

"We have to consider many aspects," 
he told the Jordan Times, without 
elaborating. 

The Maronite Patriarch of Antioch 
and all the East, Nasrallah Sfeir, cur- 
rently in Amman for a conference of 
Catholic churches in the Middle East, 
stressed that “there are Maronites in 
Jordan, and they have been here for a 
long time. 

“They have a pastor and a bishop, 
but they still do not have a parish," 
Sfeir told the Jordan Times in an inter- 
view yesterday. 

“They are making a special effort to 
have their church here, and now' that 
Hi*. Ma jesty has Jonated a plot of land 


to them, they hope they will be able to 
build a church." 

Officials said the move reflected 
Jordan's tradition of openness and 
peaceful co-exisrence among peoples 
of different faiths and ethnic groups, 
in line with the country's long-estab- 
lished policy of fostering mutual 
understanding and cooperation among 
all. 

However, the project is still at a very 
early stage, and Father George Shi- 
han,’ a Maronite priest in Amman, 
stressed that the location of the new 
church has nor yet been decided, 
although some sources said it will be 
built on a plot of land on the Airport 
Highway, south of Amman. 

“We still do not know (where the 


church will be built) " Shthan told the 
Jordan Times. 

"It is not the first time that His 
Majesty' shows interest in the 
Maroniie community here. Since the 
time of the late King Abdullah, ties 
between the Hashemite family and the 
Maronites have been close.” said the 
father. 

Placing the size of his community at 
1 .500, Shihun stressed that "there are 
Maronite families originally from Jor- 
dan." 

The community would be equally 
divided between Jordanians and 
Lebanese nationals. 

"But most families have been in Jor- 
dan for the past 50 years; they came 
here from Palestine in 1948” he said. 
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Pro-Khatami forces on defensive 
ahead of key Iranian elections 


TEHRAN (R) — Influential 
supporters of Iran's moderate 
President Mohammad Khata- 
mi criticised conservative 
rivals on Sunday for ham- 
stringing [heir prospects in key 
elections later this month. 

A grouping of leftist clerics 
and Iran's most powerful stu- 
dent movement denounced the 
right for weeding out leftist 
candidates ahead of Oct 23 
polls for die Assembly of 
Experts which appoints and 
can dismiss the country's 
supreme leader. 

Figures in the leftist press 
show the final field of candi- 
dates comprises 130 conserva- 
tives, 20 moderates and 10 
leftists. There are 86 seats in 
the Assembly of Experts, all 
chosen by popular vote. 

The two leftist factions, 
which have close ties, also 
warned that a low voter 
turnout caused by a lack of 
popular candidates could ulti- 
mately undermine the legiti- 
macy of Iran's Islamic system 
of government. 

But each stopped short of 
implementing earlier calls for 
an outright boycott 

Under the Iranian system, 
the supreme leader stands 
above party politics and wields 
final authority over foreign 


policy, the military and the 
judiciary. 

“The League of Militant 
Clerics sees" itself disarmed 
and its hands tied, and if God 
forbid foe desired result is not 
obtained, it does not consider 
itself guilty," foe League said 
in a statement 
The leftist students group 
said the vetting of candidates 
by . the conservative-led 
Guardian council had virtually 
assured victory of the right 
“How is it possible that in a 
competition, the player and the 
referee can be one and the 
same and maintain his neutral- 
ity?" said the student group, 
which boasts about 50,000 
active members nationwide. 

Among prominent leftists 
disqualified from the polls was 
Mohammad Mousavi 

Khoeiniha, a veteran of foe 
assembly and foe leader of stu- 
dents who stormed the U.S. 
embassy in Tehran in 1979. He 
is also publisher of the pro- 
Khatami newspaper Salam. 

Others left off foe final list 
included Abdullah Nouri 
forced in June to resign as inte- 
rior minister by conservative 
MPs, and Hadi Khamenei, a 
younger brother of the 
supreme leader. 

None of nine women among 


the nearly 400 people who 
signed up to run was approved 
by foe Guardian council 

The league said foe elimina- 
tion of its leading figures had 
forced it to abandon plans to 
field a full slate of candidates, 
but nonetheless asked I ranians 
to “vote for anyone who 
deserves the sensitive and vital 
duty as an ex pen.” 

The assembly election earli- 
er received a boost when foe 
leading moderate party, the 
pro- Khatami Executives of 
Construction, said it would 
present a slate of its own 
despite misgivings over the 
selection of candidates. 

“Unfortunately, we see that 
in some districts, where there 
are many... religious personali- 
ties, there are as many 
approved candidates as seats," 
the official news agency 1RNA 
quoted party seciwary-gmeral 
Gholam Hussein Karbaschi as 
saying. 

Karbaschi, suspended 
mayor of Tehran and a dose 
Khatami ally, has appealed a 
five-year jail sentence on graft 
charges in a case which mod- 
erates condemned as political- 
ly motivated. The conserva- 
tive-run judiciary denies foe 
accusati on. 

Despite the reluctant partici- 


pation of the moderate and 
leftist factions grouped around 
Khatami, analysts and politi- 
cians have warned that a low 
turnout by a disillusioned elec- 
torate could badly weaken the 
Islami c Republic. 

All Islamic factions — left- 
ists, moderates and conserva- 
tives — would suffer as a 
result, they said 

Election officials say about 
39 million Iranians are eligible 
to take pan in the poll after a 
two- week campaign. 

Clearly recognising the dan- 
ger ahead. Supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei last 
week called on all factions to 
promote a heavy turnout. 

’Today, everyone should try 
to hold lively elections so that 
the enemy would be disap- 
pointed as in the past," Iranian 
television quoted him as say- 
ing. 

Khamenei, who succeeded 
revolutionary Ayatollah 
Rubollah Khomeini after his 
dftath in 1989, accused West- 
ern media of spearheading an 
attack to demoralise voters. 

“Which people are elected is 
of secondary importance,” 
Khamenei said adding that 
farrinnal disputes in foe Islam- 
ic Republic were “differences 
among brothers." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


New Rushdie bounty ‘backlash’ 

LONDON CAP) — Supporters of Salman Rushdie said Sun- 
day that a new bounty offered by a hardline Iranian student 
group to kill the British author was an expected backlash 
against Iranian authorities distancing themselves from an initial 
bounty. ‘This is a very small hardline group of people who are 
in a minority," said Carmel Bedford spokeswoman for the 
London-based International C ommi ttee for the Defence of 
Salman Rushdie. “We expected this sort of backlash and fight 
back.” she added “We are in the runup to elections in Iran and 
things are getting mare moderate there. The hardliners are los- 
ing ground and this is the sort of stunt they pull to regain it.” 

Sudanese opposition slams parties law 

* ■' M I- 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — Sudanese opposition parties have 
criticised draft legislation on die formation of political parties 
in Sudan, charging that it favours the Khartoum regime, press 
reports said Sunday. The A1 Rai A1 Akher daily reported that 
critics have said foe bill was “tailored to the interest of the 
National Congress," which will become a political party once 
the bill becomes law. Ali Ahmad A1 Sayyed of the outlawed 
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) was quoted as saying that 
the debate on the bill would be “ostentatious,” adding that do 
parties or other political forces had been invited to help draft it 

Parts of Haifa evacuated in huge blaze 

HAIFA (AFPl — A major forest fire seriously damaged some 
20 homes early Sunday and forced the evacuation of outlying 
neighbourhoods of Haifa. Israel’s third biggst city, officials 
said. Several thousand people were forced from their homes 
and three people were hospitalised for smoke inhalation as fire- 
fighters battled to contain foe blaze on a mountainside on the 
southern edge of foe city, said Mayor Amrara Mitzna. A huge 
cloud of smoke bung over this Mediterranean port from the 
fire, which destroyed around 500 hectares of forest and was 
still raging several hours after it broke oul 

Amputation for theft in Mecca 

DUBAI (R) — An Egyptian man convicted of theft bad his 
right hand chopped off in the Saudi Holy City of Mecca on 
Sunday. An interior ministry statement read on Saudi television 
said the man had been found guilty of stealing and pick-pock- 
eting in Mecca's Grand Mosque, which houses Islam’s holiest 
shrine. 


Christian group prays 
for no concessions 
to Palestinians 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu personally thanked 
a group of Christian Zionists 
who came to his office Sunday 
to pray he would steadfastly 
refuse to make peace with the 
Palestinians. 

Netanyahu is to travel to 
-Washington later this week for 
a summit with Palestinian . 
.President Yasser Araik under 
the auspices of UJS. President 
BiU Clinton. 

Dozens of representatives of 
die International Christian 
Zionist Centre went to 
Netanyahu's office to show 
support for the hard line he has 
taken thus for. They sang, 
danced, prayed, waved flags 
and shook tambourines. 

‘T think he was really grate- 
ful for foe love we expressed,” 
said Martie Ottens, a spokes- 
woman for the group. 

Christian Zionists believe 
foe return cf Jews to Israel ful- 


fils Biblical prophecy and 
points to an imminent return 
of foe Messiah. The group 
opposes Israel's withdrawal 
from territory in exchange fix 
peace with foe Palestinians. 

The group also offered 
prayere at Har Homa, site of a 
controversial planned Jewish 
neighbourhood in traditionally 
Ark» east Jerusalem. Ground- 
breaking at the site sparked a 
breakdown of peace talks in 
March 1997. 

Members of the group, 
which wants to build its head- 
quartets at Bar Homa, gath- 
ered there to express support 
for the project 

The group's founder and 
director. Jan Willem van der 
Hoeven. also led them in 
prayer for ao end to the peace 
process. 

Van der Hoeven cited bibli- 
cal prophecies of “false peace" 
and said Arafat cannot be 
trusted hi negotiations. 



PROTEST AGAINST SHARON: A member of the Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (7FLP) Sunday burns a poster with photographs of Ariel Sharon, 
the newly appointed Israeli foreign minister, during a rally in Nablus. The 
appointment of the controversial former defence minister to the post of foreign 
minister drew mixed reactions on the Palestinian street Writing on the poster says: 
‘Burn Sharon and Madeleine Albright 1 (AP photo) 


Appeal for 
Algerian 
rebels 
to join 
ceasefire 


ALGIERS (AFP) — fafluea- 
tial M uslim intellectuals and 
leaders issued an appeal Sun- 
day railing on armed groups, 
in Algeria te jam a ceasefire 
being observed by ooe of foe 
country’s maifi Istarrast 

groups. t . - - 

The appeal, agDed by some 

30 leading figures in the Mas^ 
lim World, saidarmed grtwps 
should take part m a ceasefire 
held since Oct 1, 1997, by foe 
Armed Islamic Army (AIS), 
foe political wing of the out- 
lawed Islamic Salvation Frcet 
(FIS). 

“tyfe call on all armed 
groups to join foe AIS in Has 
ceasefire and overall lecausQt- 
inrinn to finally put an. end to 
the spiffing of blood and to 
thwart the enemies of Islam in 
their attempts to reform otir 
religion,” said the ted, a copy 
of which was obtahrat by 
AFP. 

Figures who signed foe 
appeal include Sheath Ahmad 
Yasszn the spiritual leader of 
the Palestinian activist group 
Hamas, and Sheikh Rashed 
Ghannoucbi, head of foe 
Tunisian movement Nahda. 

Tte text hailed foe ceasefire 
as a “good work and a brave 
patriotic stance which has 
noticeably contributed to a 
drop in the level of killings" 







Iran denies sentence against German upheld 

Germany criticised for ‘politicisation’ of Hofer case 


TEHRAN (AP) — Iran denied 
Sunday that an appeals court 
upheld a death sentence a day 
earlier for a German business- 
man convicted of having sex 
with a Muslim woman. 

No new ruling has been 
issued for the 56-year-old Hel- 
mut Hofer, foreign ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi was quoted as 
saying by foe official Islamic 
Republic News Agency. 

Hofer's lawyer and several 
newspapers reported Saturday 
that the death sentence against 
Hofer was upheld by the 
appeals court The lawyer 
showed a copy of the verdict to 
the Associated Press. 

The denial seems to be an 
attempt by the Iranian govern- 
ment to mollify Germany, 
which reacted anarilv to nev\s 


of the verdict 

It could reflect too, infight- 
ing within the fractured Iranian 
government, where hard-line 
factions and moderates centred 
around President Mohammad 
Khatami are vying for influ- 
ence. Hard-liners, in particular, 
control the powerful judiciary. 

The Iranian ambassador in 
Bonn was summoned to the 
foreign ministry to hear a 
protest ov er foe verdict Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said the court ruling 
“inevitably throws a new shad- 
ow on both sides’ wish to 
improve relations." 

On Sunday. Iran criticised 
Germany for turning Hofer's 
case into a political issue that 
could threaten relations. 

“As far as Iran is concerned. 
Hofer's case is trivial and is a 


judicial issue where political 
considerations do not play a 
role," a commentary on state- 
run Tehran Radio said Sunday. 

There were conflicting 
accounts of the appeal Sunday. 

Mohammadi said that 
Hofer's case has already been 
presartEdtothesupreniecouit 
Another court routinely exam- 
ined die case for possible 
errors before forwarding it, he 
said. 

But the head of the court 
where the trial took place said 
that the death sentence had 
been upheld. 

The death sentence verdict 
‘has not been changed," Nass- 
er Seraj was quoted as saying 
by foe Jomhuri Island newspa- 
per: 

Holer’s lawyer. Malek 
Houskmg Qahhari, was out of 


town Sunday and not available 
for comment. But on Saturday, 
be said that he had expected his 
client to be released. 

Tm surprised. I expected 
that today's venfict would 
clear Hofer of all charges,” 
Qahhari said. 

Hofer was sentenced to 
death in January soon after his 
arrest for having sex with 26- 
year-old Vahideh Qassemi a 
medical student 

Iranian law punishes sex 
between unmarried Muslims 
with flogging. If the man is a 
non-Muslim, he faces foe 
death penally. 

The ^peals court bad eadier 
assured German officials that 
Hofer would be freed because 
the court was satisfied that he 
was a Muslim and would 
many the Iranian woman. 


Algerian Premier Ouyahia may quit on Oct. 28 — paper 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s Prime 
Minister Ahmad Ouyahia. who has 
ambitions to run for the presidency, 
might announce his resignation 
within foe next 16 days, a daily 
newspaper said on Sunday. 

“So as to have elbow room, the 
prime minister might tender his res- 
ignation to the president in foe next 
few days, most likely on Oct. 28," 


said the French-language La Tri- 
bune daily quoting Ouyahia's 
National Democratic Rally (RND) 
governing party. 

Ouyahia's ambitions to run for 
presidency was one of the reasons 
why he might resign, the paper said. 

“If his resignation was accepted. 
[Ouyahia] will not hesitate for a 
moment to muster 75.000 signatures 


needed for foe candidacy,” La Tri- 
bune said. 

There was no immediate confir- 
mation from Ouyahia's office or the 
headquarters of his RND party. 

The government, in response to 
rumours about Ouyahia's resigna- 
tion. said vaguely last week that the 
cabinet would have to go "if foe 
nation’s highest interests required 


such a move." 

El Watan, the most informed out- 
let on Algeria’s usually closed-door 
policy-making, said the 45-year-old 
Ouyahia had ranked third in a recent 
survey conducted on the prospects 
of eight would-be contenders for the 
presidency. 

Ouyahia had trailed behind former 
Prime Minister Mouloud Ham- 


rouche and former Foreign Minister 
Abdul Aziz BoutefEka. 

The survey was commissioned by 
President Liamine Zeroual’s office 
and conducted by the goverraneat- 
run Strategic and Global Smdies 
Institute, tbe paper said. It did not 
mention which criteria the institute 
had used for the survey. 


.IORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 47731 11-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 -..Cartoon — Batman 

15 JO Drama — The Genie From 
Down Under 

16:00 Drama — Neighbours 

16:30 ..—Doc. — Last Frontiers 
17:00 JrerK±Pragraimre---Thalassa 

18:00 Drama - Wind at 

My Back (Ep.7) 

19H)0 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 
Science Actualities 

39=30 News headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Tbe Parenthood 

2<h00 Doc. - The Internet Cafe' 

2<h30 .Big Sky (Ep. 10) 

21:10 —Encounter 

22:00 News in English 

2230 Mini-series — A 

Respectable Trade (Ep.2; 

23:59 End of TX 


PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 




04:15. 


05:32. 

11:22 

(Sunriset Duha 

Dhtihr 

|4-3Q 


17:12 

..... .Maghreb 

18:29....... 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
'SwtafiehjTeL 5920740 
Assembles of God Church Tel. 
46327S5 

SL Joseph Church Tel 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St. A/rem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

Gennau-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 56S8404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 581 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints TeL 4654932 
Sl John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4616138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
■TeL 4624757 

Tbe FngKdy. T ungnag e Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Qmrch 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


Moderate to fine weather condi- 
tions will prevail with winds 
southwesterly moderate to active. 
In Aqaba, if will be relatively hot, 
winds northerly moderate, and 
seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 


Amman _ 

Alpha ... 

15/30 

22/37 

Deserts.- 

13/31 

Jordan Valley 

—..23/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 

Amman 30 Aqaba 37 Humidi- 

ty readings: Amman 14 per cent. 

Aqaba 20 percent. 


Following are the highest temper- 

atures expected today in the fol- 

lowing areas: 



.....26 

Jernsh ... 

33 

Um Qavs 

- -...31 


31 


31 

Dead Sea — 

-32 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dt Abdul NtyklAlSha "it — 4391405 
Dr, Ham A1 Ahmad* 4394336 


Dr. Adnan Zaghloul .4898140 

Dr. Fakber BUbdsL 5522233 

Finis pharmacy .5661912 

AJ Asema pharmacy — .5347632 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy _4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .....4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy J 347 63 2 

ERBBCh 

Dr. IssamAl Salih 246858 

A1 Quds pharmacy f — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dc ZuhnurAIQadi 906606 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre — .46371 i i 
CM Defence Department 
5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

...... .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue PtiBoe 192,4621111,4637777 

fire Brigade.- 4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police .5343402 

Traffic Police 4896390 

Public Security Dept — 4630321 

Hotel Complaints, 5605800 

Price Complaints. — — 566J 1 76 
Sewerage Cor^iaints 4897467 
Amman Municipality' Complaints 

.4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 


assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -.4623101 

AbdatiTel. Repairs _5661 101 

Jordan Televisi .47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741*1 1 

Water Authority .5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ...58 1 56 15 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight information,- .44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport ....44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. AbdU 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre — 5S56S56 

LuzmOa .4630195 

Khahdi Maternity. .4644281/6 

Akileh Maiemiiy,.,.,,,...464244J/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas, J. Amman -4636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 4*60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital .5669131 

LTniversiiy Hospital -5353444 

Ai-Muasher Hospital ..5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali .5664 164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreefl—4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. ..4775111/26 

Army, M3rka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ,,5602240/50 
Amal Hospital ...........489161 1/15 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital (091983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital .(09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

109)99099 

IRBID; 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

- (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

(bn AJ Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314)11 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
Imentaiiorud Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5. where it should 
always he verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 1 52700). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:05 Sanaa (RJ) 


QSi30 — Jeddah (RJ) 

08:30 -Damascus (RJ) 

08:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09i 20 _...Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:55 — Beirut (RJ) 

16:00 -Cairo (RJ) 

16:30 London (RJ) 

16:40 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

18:40 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

21:15 — -..Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 
02:55 ..Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

09:30 ...Cairo (MS) 

13 ; 10 - — -Bahrain (GF) 

14:05 Vienna (OS) 

- - — Doha (QR) 

14:45 Khartoum (SD) 

17:40 Beirut (ME) 


18:05 


, Frankfurt (LH) 


18:45 -Dubai (EK) 

21:15 Istanbul (SD) 

_Td Aviv (LY) 

22:45 Athens, Beirut (OA) 

0030 Amsterdam, Damascus (EK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marita Airport) 
(RW) ^ 

17:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marita 
Airport) (RW) 

21:15 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA) (RW) 

22:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jor da n ia n (RJ) Flights 

06:15 Beirut (RJ) 

10:45 FrardduraLondflin (RJ) 

11:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

U:45 — -..Kuwait (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

19:00 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

20:15 JJahrsm. Doha (RJ) 

2<h40 Damascus (RJ 

20--45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:05 .Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

2225 Tehran (RJ) 

22:45 .-Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:15 .Istanbul (TKj 

05:35 Lamaca(CY) 

06 JO Paris (AF) 

07:20 -London (AF) 

10*30 Cairo (MS) 

14 =00 — -..-Bahrain (GF) 

U:50 Vienna (OS) 

15-J0 JDoba(QR) 

15:45 — Istanbul (SD) 

19:00 Beirut (ME) 

19:45 -Dubai (EK) 

22:10 TWAviv(LY) 

22:15 Khartoum (SD) 

01 JO .Amsterdam (KL) 

*93*1 Wings (RW) 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marita Airport) 
IRW) 

0830 Aqaba (from Marita Airport) 
(RW) 

19:45 Td Aviv (from QAIA) (RW) 
20*30 -Aqaba (firm QAIA) (RW) , 
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HRH Own f™ ce Has f^- * he Regent, speaks with greengrocers at a vegetable stall at the Wihdat market dur- 
ing his tour of Amman yesterday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

Regent tours Amman districts, 
inspects public works projects 
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AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
uu Sunday toured several 
districts of Amman and 
inspected projects by the 
Greater Amman Munici- 
pality and the Housing and 
Urban Development Cor- 
poration (HUDC). 

Accompanied by Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh, 
Cabinet ministers, Amman 
Mayor Nidal Hadid, 
HUDC Director Yousef 
Hiyasat and other officials, 
the Crown Prince inspected 
Al Hussein Refugee 

Camp’s open market 

“We are all Jordanians, 
joined together through 
common interests,” the 
CroMfp. Prince told camp 
residents. 

Prince Hassan • again . .. 
called for a- general census ; 
to determine people’s 


needs and the required pro- 
jects that would improve 
their lives. 

The Regent visited the 
site of a tunnel project that 
will link downtown 
Amman to Jts northern 
neighbourhoods through a 
new road called Al Urdun. 

The Crown Prince was 
briefed by Hadid on the 
different stages of the esti- 
mated JD650,000 project. 
The mayor said the munic- 
ipality paid JDIO million to 
appropriate the land neces- 
sary for the project. 

The Regent met workers 
at the site and expressed 
appreciation of and pride in 
their and the municipality's 
efforts in executing pro- 
jects in the capital. 

Prince Hassan also visit- 
ed a home in Ai Hussein 
Refugee Camp and a med- 
ical clinic, where he spoke 


with residents and enquired 
about their needs. 

He said construction in 
Amman's various districts 
should be a joint effort 
involving the various sec- 
tors of society. He urged 
the coifcemed authorities to 
create public committees 
that would shoulder collec- 
tive responsibilities for 
development. 

Prince Hassan also visit- 
ed the Amman Citadel and 
a local store and later visit- 
ed downtown shopping 
centres, where he spoke 
with a number of people 
about the general business 
situation. 

The Crown Prince later 
inspected the new sports 
city being built on a 1 10- 
dunum plot of land in 
Quweismeh in eastern 
Amman and was briefed by 
the mayor on the progress 


of work on the JD7.78 mil- 
lion facility. 

Prince Hasson's tour took 
him to the Wihdat market, 
where he also talked to 
traders and shopkeepers, 
stressing the need to 
expand and improve the 
quality of the municipali- 
ty’s services to cover all 
regions. 

The Regent’s tour also 
included districts in which 
the HUDC is carrying out 
housing projects. In a state- 
ment to Jordan Television, 
the Crown Prince praised 
the municipality's infra- 
structure achievements and 
stressed the need for defin- 
ing spending priorities. 

The Regent visited the 
new Amman Municipality 
offices in the Ras Al ‘Ain 
district and met with 
municipal council mem- 
bers. 
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what's 
going on 

FILM 

’ "Coup de Rsudre" at the 
French Cultural Centre, Jabai 
Wabdeh. at &30 p.m. and 830 

pJTU 

* “Sense and Senabil&y” at the 
BriiishCounaUabaJ Amman an 
Tuesday. Ocl 1 3 <U 6S0 pjn. 
THE PALESTINIAN HER- 

riAGEWEEK 

* Seminar entitled "The Zion- 
ist Lies About the Islamic Her- 
itage in Jerusalem" (in .Arabic) 
with the ptatiripation of Mr. Ra’if ■ 
.Vajm, Dr. Ali Abu Gbanimah, 
Dr. Ah Al ’Utum and Sheikh 
Ra’id Sabih (who wiD paniia- 
pai’ by ptaie) ar the Profession- 
al Asiociakms Complex on 
Tuesday Opt 13(6:00 pm - &00 
pmt. 

LECTURES 

* 'Haizons 1 of Extrication 
liwn tft Cmjent Arab 
Embroglio" (in Arabic) by 
KhaJid Muhyi AJ-Din. secretary 
general of the National Progres- 
sKv Unioma Grouping m Egypt 
at Abdul' Hammeed Sboman 
Fcttudanon, Jaba) Amman as 
6:30 p.m.- • - 

* ‘The Jewel in the Crown — 
The Indian Subcontinent" by Dr. 
Noha Hohmmad and Mrs. Anna 
Dberdat a the British Council 
JabaJ Amman at 5:(X) pan. 

* ‘The Winter Journey — bv 
Franz Schubert, and Wilhelm 
Mulkr" by German music expen 
Helmut Button (in cooperation 
with Goethe- Instinn and the Ger- 
man Music Council) a the 
National Music Conservatory 
(TeL S6S7620), at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition on "Protection of 
Ardi^pgicalHet , u^^"abook 
exhibition,, and children's an 
exhibition at the City HaH Ras A] 
"Am, until Oci 14. 

* 'Intematidnal Motor Show 
W a Amman Imemationai 
Motor Show. Airpot Rood (Tel* 
571421 1), until Ocl 17. 


;v;i8* 


* Calligraphy on Crafts" at 

■ 

llfc Jcadan Craft Centre (Al 

:4;4f 

Aydi). Jabai Amman (Tel 


\3P J 

•• 

AT- 

46W555),Octber 18-31. 


* Works by i -nrwia Jamal sl 



ihe FVendl CuftyraJ.Cerwe, Jaba) 


.gv' 1 J 

\\V& 

irV, 1 • 

J 

Weibdeh, until OcL 26. 

KiM 1, 

* An of Arab - calligraphy by 
Nassar Mansour at the Jordan 



National Gallery of Fine Arts 

v' 

Im ‘ 

■ ^ i 

(Tel 4630128). until Ocl 23. 


rl- 

I*- 

sv- 

..-'S 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Faisal opens motor show 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Prince Faisal on 
Sunday opened die Tenth Amman 
International Motor Show with the partiema- 
tion of a number of international car manufac- 
turers. Prince Faisal was briefed on specifica- 
tions of 1999 model cars. The show, which is 
being held at the Amman International Show 
on Airport Highway, will last for one week. 

Prince Ra’d attends reception 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid. *e chief chamberlain, 
and Her Royal Highness Princess Sumaya 
attended a reception by Taiwanese Commer- 
cial Attache Francis Chang. Chang said the 
president and vice president of Taiwan sent a 
cable to His Majesty King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, voicing hope for King Hussein’s 
quick recovery. 

AMC releases September figures 

AMMAN (Pfetra) — The Agricultural Market- 
ing Corporation yesterday said Ionian export- 
ed 33,180 tonnes of Suits and vegetables 
worth JD8.9 million in September. The veg- 
etables, constituting 90.1 per cent of the 
exports, were worth JD7.6 million, while fruits 
registered only 9.9 per cent with a value of 
JDI 3 millioa The AMC said the United Arab 
Emirates topped the list of importers of Jor- 
danian agricultural products. "The UAE 


imported 36 per cent of the total amount of 
Jordanian agricultural produce, or 11,934 
tonnes, followed by Kuwait with 23.1 percent, 
or 7,692 tonnes, and Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia and Sudan,” the AMC said. 

Senator receives Russian envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Senate Speaker 
Thouqan Hindu wi on Sunday received Russ- 
ian Ambassador to Jordan Alexander Sultanov 
at the end of his tour of duty. Hindawi thanked 
Sultanov for his efforts to bolster relations 
between Jordan and Russia. For his pan, the 
outgoing Russian ambassador voiced appreci- 
ation for His Majesty King Hussein’s efforts 
towards a comprehensive, just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East 

RJ official meets with envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — The chairman of RoyaJ 
Jordanian, Wal/d Asfour, met with French 
Ambassador to Jordan Bernard Ernie and dis- 
cussed cooperation between RJ and French 
airiines. 

Three killed in accident 

AMMAN (Petra) — Three peqple were killed 
Sunday in a road accident on the Amman- 
Tafileh highway. The three family members 
were en route to their residence in the 
Rashadiyeh area when the driver hit a concrete 
mixer truck which was in the wrong lane. 
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Ma’an leaders urge government 
to crack down on smugglers 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Tribal lead- 
ers in the southern gover- 
nurate of Mu'an issued a 
statement Sorurday sup- 
porting government efforts 
to crack down on smug- 
glers and armed men. 

'“We exrcnd all support 
to our security agencies in 
their efforts to deter those 
who arc trying to barm the 
stability and security of 
the country.” said' the 
statement, signed by more 
than 50 notables from 
Ma'an region. 

“We call on the govern- 
ment to be tough on those 
who smuggle or trade in 
illicit drugs and to show 
no leniency towards 
them,” the statement said. 

The one-page statement 
followed a shooting inci- 
dent that involved police 
and an alleged drug smug- 


gler on Wednesday, in 
which three policemen 
were injured, a Ma'an 
deputy said Sunday- 

Lower House Deputy 
Ahmad Khatab said police 
were chasing Omar .Abu 
Hlaleh for alleged 
weapons and drug smug- 
gling when he opened fire 
on the officers. 

“Abu Hlaleh escaped 
into the desen. I have no 
information whether he 
was arrested or not.” 
Khatab rold the Jordan 
Times. 

“We call on the govern- 
ment to strike with an iron 
fist against smugglers and 
to put an end to their activ- 
ities, not only in our city 
but in the Kingdom at 
large," the lawmaker said. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi was nor immediately 
available and the police 
director in Ma'an, Colonel 


Ali Abu Awwad, declined 
to comment. 

An eyewitness told the 
Jordan Times that Abu 
Hlaleh was holding a 
Turkish national hostage 
and police began pursuit. 
He said the suspect 
slipped into a street wed- 
ding procession and 
escaped. 

Turkish embassy sources 
told the Jordan Times that 
they were not aware of any 
involvement by a Turkish 
citizen in the incident. 

Khatab refuted allega- 
tions that the southern 
govemorate, which covers 
a vast region, is being used 
as a transit route by drug 
traffickers. He also said 
the number of weapons in 
the city was not "large 

"We live in a vast gover- 
norare and we travel lo 
Amman all the time. It is 
only natural that most of 


us possess weapon for 
self-defence. Carrying 
weapon is port of our life,” 
the deputy said. 

Last February, the gov- 
ernment sent the army to 
restore law and order in 
the city following two 
days of unrest after one 
civilian was killed and 
more than 20 policemen 
were injured during pro- 
Iraq demonstrations. 

The army launched a 
house-to-house search for 
weapons. Police sources 
said that more than 400 
weapons were confiscated 
during the week-long 
search. 

On Saturday, the govern- 
ment announced proposed 
legislation that would 
impose the death penalty 
on persons found guilty of 
trading in illegal automat- 
ic weapons. 


Farmers commend government’s 
debt rescheduling decision 


AMMAN ( J.T. » — Jordanian 
farmers Sunday hailed a gov- 
ernment decision to resched- 
ule debt owed to the Agricul- 
tural Credit Corporation as a 
step that will allow them to 
maintain production levels 
while paying back their 
loans. 

The Cabinet on Saturday 
announced that 41,000 small 
farmers who owe a total of 
nearly JD17 million to the 
ACC would benefit from the 
decision, which stipulates 
that loons may be repaid over 
a period of seven to eight 
years. 

Following a regular Cabi- 
net session. Information Min- 
ister Nasser Judeh said the 
decision, which came upon 
Royal directives,- followed a 
recommendation by the ACC 
and was in line with the gov- 
ernment’s policy of easing 
pressure on fanners. 

Judeh said the Central 
Bank of Jordan loaned the 
ACC JD 10 million to provide 
it with sufficient liquidity to 
continue granting loans to 
farmers. 

Yassin Nueimat. a Jordan 
Valley farmer, said farmers 
are happy with the decision, 
but he expressed hope that 
the government would help 
open new foreign markets for 
their products. 

Thaher Ghazzawi, another 


farmer, said that the farmers* 
debts w ere a major concern 
to them and that the resched- 
uling decision has brought 
them “relief.” 

Bui he added that the gov- 
ernment should help farmers 
acquire inputs ar lower prices 
and help them find new mar- 
kets. 

Abdul Karim Awad. a 
farmer from North Shouneh, 
appealed to the government 
to exempt the debtors from 
paying interest on their loans 
and to back the work of the 
farmers’ association to help it 
provide farm equipment and 
other inputs at lower prices. 
He also called on the govern- 
ment to reduce the pice of 
water for farmers in the Jor- 
dan Valley. 

But according to Agricul- 
ture Minister . Mijhem 
Khreisha, the government’s 
decision will only provide for 
rescheduling, not cancella- 
tion of interest Khreisha 
added that the government 
hopes to give the farmers 
breathing space to help them 
increase production. 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment's decision is an indi- 
cation of its seriousness in 
finding solutions to the farm- 
ers' problems and its concern 
over developing the agricul- 
tural sector. 

Some farmers interviewed 


by the Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said farmers have been 
encountering difficulties in 
repaying iheir debts to the 
ACC because of damage to 
iheir crops following lost 
winter’s weather, marketing 
obstacles and the high cost of 
equipment and water for irri- 
gation. 

Also Sunday, the Planning 
Department at the Ministry of 
Agriculture published statis- 
tics on Jordan’s national agri- 
cultural production in 1997, 
which amounted to JD254.2 
million at current prices and 
contributed to the gross 
domestic product by 5.5 per 
cent. 

The statistics showed that 
nearly 50 per cent of Jordan’s 
population make their living 
in the agricultural sector but 
that only .28,000 Jordanians 
actually do agricultural work. 
Approximately 100,000 for- 
eign workers are employed in 
the sector, it added. 

According to the statistics, 
the total agricultural area 
amounts to 3.8 million 
dunums, of which 1 .3 million 
are planted with fruit trees 
while the rest is used to grow 
vegetables and field crops. 

The statistics showed that 
Jordan now has 2.6 million 
heads of sheep, 63,000 heads 
of cattle and 2*205 poultry 
farms. 


Jordanian-Yemeni committee 
to meet later this month 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Higher Joidanian-Yemeni 
Joint Committee is due to 
meet in Amman on Oct. 24 to 
discuss cooperation in trade, 
industry and other fields and 
to conclude several accords, a 
government source said Sun- 
day. 

The two sides are expected 
to sign agreements to enable 
eachTcountrv to sell the other 
up to SI0 million worth of 
goods free from customs 
duties, avoid dual taxation 
and cooperate in judicial 
affairs, according to a source 
at the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade. 


The Ocl 24 meeting will be 
preceded .by a three-day 
preparatory committee meet- 
ing to discuss the details of an 
agreement on expanding 
trade, an earlier decision to 
create a free trade zone 
between Yemen and Jordan 
and investment opportunities, 
and to work out a mechanism 
for the implementation of a 
bilateral protocol on coopera- 
tion in technical fields, the 
source added 

The committee will also 
discuss the prospect of offer- 
ing Jordanian expertise in 
electrical and industrial fields, 
industrial cooperation, pro- 


moting the work of the Jor- 
danian trade centre in Yemen, 
joint investments and holding 
Jordanian trade fairs in 
Yemen. 

The joint committee will 
sign quota agreements on 
agricultural trade and provi- 
sion of Jordanian expertise in 
housing and contracting. 

Other topics on the agenda 
include revising Yemeni port 
fees to facilitate trade, updat- 
ing a health agreement and 
implementing agreements on 
labour exchanges and sports 
and youth cooperation for 
1999 as well as a cultural 
accord 


Court 
resumes 
trial of 
water 
officials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Magistrate Court on Sunday 
resumed a trial involving six 
Ministry' of Water and Irri- 
gation employees in connec- 
tion with alleged negligence 
ai the Zai Water Treatment 
Plant. 

The defendants. all 
appearing in court yester- 
day. were Munther Khleifat, 
the ministry's secretary gen- 
eral, Mohammad Abu Taha, 
Adnan Abbas, Mohammad 
Turk, Mazen Khalil and 
Hussein Khandaf. 

The defendants, together 
with former Minister of 
Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin, were 
sued by the Jordan Society 
for Consumer Protection 
over water pollution this 
summer at the plant, which 
supplies around 40 per cent 
of Amman’s water needs. 

Haddadin did not appear 
in court. According to the 
Constitution, ministers can 
be tried by a higher council 
for any alleged crimes com- 
mitted while in office, but 
only after an indictment by a 
two-thirds majority of the 
Lower House of Parliament 

The sociery accused Had- 
dadin and die other defen- 
dants of negligence and sup- 
plying drinking water that 
did not meet Jordan’s stan- 
dards for human consump- 
tion. 

Lawyers for the defen- 
dants submitted their rebut- 
tals to the prosecutor's 
charges, arguing that their 
clients were nor responsible 
for the contamination. 

A lawyer defending 
Mohammad Abu Taha, the 
plant's director, requested a 
postponement of the court 
session to have sufficient 
time to prepare his client’s 
defence. 

The coun session yester- 
day was presided over by 
Judge Ali Abu HjeJeh. 


Church unity, ‘inner peace’ challenges for Christians next millennium — patriarch 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — The unity of 
all churches and the search 
for real peace, “peace that 
comes from within will 
be among the challenges 
facing Christians in the 
Middle East and world- 
wide in the next millenni- 
um, according to the 
Maroniie Patriarch of 
Antioch and all the East, 
Nasrallah Sfeir. 

“There can be no peace 
in society if there is no 
peace inside us.” says the 
78-year-old Lebanese 
patriarch. 

In a world more and 
more indifferent to human- 
itarian considerations, in a 
region plagued by 50 years 
of uninterrupted conflicts, 
and from a country devas- 
tated by a 15-year civil 
war, Sfeir speaks of spiri- 


tuality as ihe key to real 
social, political, and eco- 
nomic justice. 

Like peace, political 
involvement should also 
“come from within" and 
be rooted in the universal 
values of justice and truth. 

Sfeir reiterates the con- 
tent of the Apostolic 
Exhortation issued by 
Pope John Paul II during 
his historic visit to Beirut 
in May 1997: a strong 
appeal for the sovereignty 
and independence of 
Lebanon, an apparent ref- 
erence to Israeli occupa- 
tion forces in south 
Lebanon and a significant 
Syrian military presence. 

Lebanese Christians 
have both the right and 
duty to engage in political 
life, “but the situation now 
does not allow them to do 
so,” comments the patri- 


arch. 

On the interna! Lebanese 
situation and the role of 
Christians in ihe country’s 
policy-making, his answer 
is brief: “At the present, 
the power is on one side, 
and Christians are on the 
other” 

In Amman since Friday 
to participate in the eighth 
annual conference of the 
heads of the Catholic 
churches in the Middle 
East, which opened yester- 
day in Fuheis, west of 
Amman, Sfeir speaks 
hopefully of the future of 
Christian minorities in the 
region. 

“Arab Christians have 
the very important role to 
witness the evangelical 
values and the revelations 
of the gospels in non- 
Christiancountries.” 

This year's gathering of 


the heads of the seven Ori- 
ental Catholic churches 
will focus on pastoral and 
ecumenical issues in order 
to achieve more coordina- 
tion among the communi- 
ties. 

The Fuheis conference, 
which ends on Oct. 16, 
will also prepare for a 
bishops’ meeting of all 
Oriental churches in 
Beirut next May on the 
advent of the third Christ- 
ian millennium, Sfeir says. 

Praising the inter-faith 
dialogue initiated by Jor- 
dan’s leadership, Sfeir 
adds that mutual under- 
standing and tolerance 
between Muslims and 
Christians can only enrich 
both. 

“The secret is to under- 
stand that Muslims are noi 
asked to convert to Chris- 
tianity, or vice versa, but 


only to accept each others' 
differences.” 

Commencing on fears 
voiced by Christian schol- 
ars and clergymen that the 
size of Christian commu- 
nities in the Middle East is 
shrinking, Sfeir says he is 
optimistic that will not 
happen. 

“There were two million 
Maronites in Lebanon 
before 1975 [the beginning 
of the civil war}. 

“The Lebanese popula- 
tion was equally divided 
between Muslims and 
Christians, and this is not 
the case anymore,” he 
says, adding that most of 
the 700,000 Lebanese who 
fled the country to escape 
the conflict were Chris- 
tians. 

“But I hope that now, 
with peace, many will 
return.” 



Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir 



4 World News 
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Holbrooke resumes 
Kosovo crisis talks 


BELGRADE (R) — U.S. 
envoy Richard Holbrooke 
resumed talks with 
Yugoslav President 

Slobodan Milosevic 

Sunday, and a U.S. source 
said Washington's trou- 
bleshooter was prepared to 
continue negotiations so 
long as there was hope for 
an agreement. 

Holbrooke met Milosovic 
in an effort to persuade 
Yugoslavia to back down in 
its confrontation with 
NATO over Kosovo after 
failing to achieve any break- 
through in negotiations 
Friday and Saturday. 

A NATO session to autho- 
rise air strikes to back its 
demands is due Monday 
afternoon and the source 
said Holbrooke's talks with 
Milosevic would “go on as 
long as they seem useful'’. 

Holbrooke emerged from 
seven hours of discussions 
with the Yugoslav leader 
Saturday and said: 
“Nothing is changed. The 
situation is very serious.” 

The United Nations and 
major powers want an irre- 
versible co mmitm ent from 
Milosevic to end fighting 
with the e thni c Albanian 
majority in Kosovo and to 
start talks on autonomy for 
the southern Serbian 

province. 

Yugoslavia put a more 
optimistic gloss on the out- 
come of the last round of 
negotiations with 

Holbrooke, saying every- 
thing was in place for a 
political settlement. 

“It was agreed that all 
necessary conditions exist 
for the resolution of open 
questions through a politi- 
cal process," said a state- 
ment released by the official 
Tanjug news agency. 

“The demands contained 
in the U.N. Security 
Council Resolution have 
been realised in practice, 
which is evidenced by the 


accelerated normalisation 
of the situation in the field.” 
the three-sentence state- 
ment said. 

It referred to a U.N. reso- 
lution demanding Serbia 
withdraw police units from 
its southernmost province, 
where ethnic Albanians are 
a nine-to-one majority and 
the rebel ethnic Albanian 
Kosovo Liberation Army is 
fighting for independence. 

The resolution also called 
for an immediate halt to 
fighting and an end to 
repressive actions against 
civilians, hundreds of 
whom have been killed and 
tens of thousands forced 
from their homes. 

Holbrooke, who arrived in 
Serbia Friday, held two 
days of talks with Milosevic 
and, separately, with e thni c 


Albanian leaders in a last- 
ditch attempt to defuse the 
crisis and avert the growing 
threat of NATO air strikes. 

Many Serbs are convinced 
air strikes a gains t the coun- 
try are inevitable and fear 
attacks on Belgrade and 
other towns despite NATO's 
declared intention to con- 
centrate on military targets. 

Fears have been height- 
ened in Belgrade by the 
departure to safety abroad 
of most Western embassy 
staff and their families. 

Although the Yugoslav 
government has vowed to 
defend itself, the Belgrade 
newsletter VIP, quoting 
independent military 
experts, said NATO power 
could smash Yugoslavia's 
air force and air defences in 
a day. 


Russia wants to 
avert Yugo strikes, 
even at 1 lih-hour 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov 
said Sunday that Moscow was still seeking a peaceful solu- 
tion to the Kosovo crisis, despite the looming threat of 
NATO air strikes, ITAR-TASS reported. . . 

Ivanov said Moscow “will try" to ensure a peaceful reso- 
lution to the standoff between the Atlantic alliance and the 
Yugoslav authorities over Belgrade’s crackdown on ethnic- 
Albaojan separatists. I 

His comments in the Uzbek cjapiial Tashkent, where 
President Boris Yeltsin arrived for a short official visit, 
came amid reports that Russia's ambassador to NATO had 
returned home for “consultations” on the Kosovo crisis. 

Russia has urged Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic 
to respect U.N. Security Council resolutions calling for an 
end to military operations in the ethnic Alhanian-majority 
province and (men talks with Albanian leaders on the 
region’s political status. ■ 

More than 1 ,000 ethnic Albanians have been killed in the 
conflict since February, sparking a! refugee crisis and fears 
of a wider Balkans conflict 

Russia, a traditional Belgrade ally, insists the crisis is an 
internal matter and has vowed to [block NATO airs trikes 
against Yugoslavia in. the event of a Security Council vote. 
Britain and the United States say no extra UJsf. approval.is 
needed to authorise strikes. ‘ I 


NATO marshals 430 warplanes 
for possible action in Kosovo 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
NATO is marshalling a fleet 
of 430 fighters, bombers 
and other warplanes from 
the United States and its 
allies to hit possible targets 
in Serbia, the dominant 
republic in the ex- 
Yugoslavia. 

In contrast, the Yugoslav 
air force has 79 Russian- 
built MiG warplanes as well 
as a broad air-defence net- 
work with surface-to-air 
missiles. 

The first of six U.S. B-52 
warplanes, which can each 
cany 20 cruise missiles, 
landed Sunday at the Royal 
Air Force base at Fairford in 
southwest England follow- 
ing a flight from Barksdale, 
Louisiana. 

The Pentagon said the 
move brought them nearer 
to the potential battle zone 
around Serbia. 

The allies have also been 
moving air power to bases 
in Italy, which would be 
used to launch many of the 
air strikes on targets in 
Serbia. The NATO southern . 
command is located 


m 


Naples. 

Allied warships and sub- 
marines in the 
Mediterranean or Adriatic 
Sea were also equipped to 
fire cruise missiles. 

The United States was 
contributing 260 aircraft — 
or 60 per cent of allied air 
power — with around 130 
fighters, two long-range B- 
2 Stealth bombers, a dozen 
F-l 17 Stealth fighter- 
bombers, six B-52s in 
England, F-l 5 and F-l 6 
fighters based in Italy and 
Germany, as well as F-l 4s 
on the USS Eisenhower air- 
craft carrier in the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The next largest contribu- 
tors of the NATO force are: 
France with around 20 
Jaguar and Mirage war- 
planes; Britain with four 
Harrier fighter bombers 
deployed in Italy; the 
Netherlands with 16 F-16 
fighters and two refuelling 
KDC-10 planes; and 
Germany with 14 Tornado 
fighters. 

Belgium has pledged IQ 
F-16s, Norway eight F-16s. 


Canada six CF-18 fighters. 
Turkey four or five combat 
planes. Spain four F-l 8 
bombers and a transport 
plane, Denmark four F-l 6s, 
Portugal three F-16 and 
Italy several Tornados. 

Greece, a traditional ally 
of Serbia, has declined to 
commit aircraft. 

Faced with this array of 
forces, Yugoslavia has 79 
MiG warplanes — 47 MiG 
2I-F. 17 MiG-21 U and 15 
MiG-29, according to the 
International Institute of 
Strategic Studies in 
London. 

The Serbs also have eight 
surface-to-air missile bat- 
teries at eight different sites, 
and their arsenal includes at 
least 100 surface-to-air 
Sam, with a range of 2-16 
kilometres, the I1SS said. 

Their Sam 6 has been 
upgraded recently and 
Belgrade is believed to have 
linked its air-defence net- 
work with a similar one in 
ethnic Serb-ruled areas of 
Bosnia to detect eventual 
NATO air raids as early as 
possible. 



Famous Russian trainer Irina Zapashnaya dances with a sea-lion during a show in 
St Petersburg. The Circus of St Petersburg marks its 120th anniversary this year 
(Reuters photo) 

Forensic experts start 
exhumation from biggest 
mass grave in Bosnia 


TUZLA, Bosnia - 
Herzegovina (AP) 
— Forensic 

experts Sunday 
began exhuming 
more than 240 
bodies from the 
biggest mass grave 
discovered in 

Bosnia. 

The government- 
run Commission 
for Missing 

Persons and the 
Boston-based 
Physicians for 
Human Rights 
found the mass 
grave five days 
ago in village of 
Donja Glumina. 
about 35 kilome- 
tres east of Tuzla 
in an area con- 
trolled by Bosnian 
Serbs. 

The bodies were 
believed to be 


those of Bosnian 
Muslims killed at 
the beginning of 
the 1992-1995 
Bosnian war. The 
grave was found 
with the help of 
witnesses who 
claimed they saw 
Yugoslav army 
troops bury the 
remains. 

The bodies were 
transported to 
Tuzla, where 

experts will try to 
identify them. 

Since 1996, about 
1,800 bodies have 
been recovered 
from various mass 
grave in this area, 
but only a few of 
them have been 
identified. 

Officials say 

most of the bodies 
recovered from 


mass graves in the 
eastern Bosnia 
region are 

believed to have 
been residents of 
the town of 
Srebrenica, over- 
run by the Serbs 
in July 1995. 

Amor Masovic, 
the head of the 
Commission for 
Missing People, 
said he was opti- 
mistic that more 
of those found in 
the latest grave 
will be identified 
because “a lot of 
persona] things” 
were recovered 
with the bodies. 

Most of the bod- 
ies, dressed in 
civilian clothes, 
are in military 
plastic bags, offi- 
cials said. 


United States Congress votes 
to combat religious persecution 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Congress Saturday 
approved new U.S. 
efforts to stop religious 
persecution around the 
world, legislation 
hailed by the Clinton 
administration 
because it would not 
trigger punitive sanc- 
tions on any govern- 
ment. 

The House of 
Represen tatives 
approved the Freedom 
from Religious 

Persecution Act with- 
out dissent, one day 
after it cleared the 
Senate on a unanimous 
98-0 vote. It would give 


the White House a 
variety of tools to com- 
bat religious persecu- 
tion as part of 
Washington’s goal of 
promoting human 
rights internationally. 

Supporters said the 
bill grew out of con- 
cern that over half the 
world’s population 
lives under govern- 
ments that severely 
restrict, or prohibit, 
religious practices. 

Undersecretary of 
State Stuart Eizenstat 
said at a State 
Department news con- 
ference Friday that the 
bill would allow 


President Bill Clinton 
to balance the complex 
ranges of U.S. interests 
and promote religious 
liberty without causing 
it to become a con- 
tentious issue. 

For countries found 
to practise religious 
persecution, the presi- 
dent will have 15 poli- 
cy responses available 
— eight diplomatic 
and seven prohibitions 
on U.S. aid or econom- 
ic sanctions. The 
options range from 
diplomatic protest and 
cutting off of diplo- 
matic exchanges to 
limits on export 


licences and votes 
against loans made by 
international financial 
institutions. 

Clinton would be 
required to consult 
with other govern- 
ments, however, before 
ordering any punish- 
ment and could waive 
sanctions if U.S. 
national interests 
woald be harmed. Any 
U.S. response must be 
targeted towards end- 
ing the religious perse- 
cution, its effectiveness 
must be evaluated and 
sanctions would be 
limited to two years. 

The legislation repre- 


sents a compromise 
between religious 
groups and business 
interests who had 
feared the mandatory 
sanctions required in 
an earlier version 
would backfire on U.S. 
economic interests 
overseas. 

Under this legislation 
the State Department 
will have to investigate 
charges of oppression 
based on religion and 
report to Congress 
annually. 

The legislation was 
supported by an array 
of groups including the 
Episcopal Church, 


B’nai B’fith 

International, the 
Catholic Conference 
and the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

The new bill sets up 
an Office of 
International Religious 
Freedom in the State 
Department whose 
head would have the 
rank of ambassador. It 
also sets up a four-year 
commission on 

Religious Freedom 
whose nine members 
would be appointed by 
Congress and the pres- 
ident. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Observer of German post-war 
conscience wins author’s prize 

PrANKFURX, Germany (AP) — Martin Walser; vjosenov- 
eis explore the conscience of Germans retains foe nation 
after the Nazi era and World War H. was awarded ttepresu- 
crjous Peace Prize at the Frankfurt International Book Fair 
Sunday. In a ceremony at Sl Paul’s Church that mchkled 
President Roman Hetzog, the 71-year-old German auto was 
praised as one of the country's most unportara Uteraiy figures. 
Walser’s novels and essays “explained to the wodd and to 
Germans their own country and brought them closer fogefoea; 
said the German Book Trade Association awards committee, 

m . ft* 4 Pf 1AA\ \llAk>Aai n— 


which awarded the 25.000-madc ($15300) pnze. Waberwas 
an eariy critic of the cold war division of Germany. One ot bis 
best known works, the spy novel “Doric and WoK," decries the 
nation's east-west barrier and the political scare campaigns on 
both sides of the border. Walser, who has also written for the 
stage, tries to reconcile German guilt ova: the Holocaust with 
a young postwar generation’s desire to look to the future Hie 
“struggles with the great paradox of his generation: objective- 
ly not guilty, maybe even having been happy, and at the same 
time by birth certificate part of a larger, guilty wfadte,' 1 said 
Frank Sctrirrmacher, literary editor for foe Frankfurter 
AJJgemeine newspaper. The prize, awarded annually since 
1950 is seen as foe high point of foe book fair, tte wodd’s 
largest with some 6300 exhibitors from 105 countries. Last 
year’s winner was Turkish novelist and human rights activist 
Yasar Karaal, whose works describe foe plight of Kurds ir 
southeastern Turkey. 

Peru dislikes international proposal 
for Ecuador border peace - ; 

LIMA (AFP) — Peru has attacked a formula that woald com- 
mit it and Ecuador to accepting an imposed settlement to end 
the long-running border dispute between foe two countries. 
r.ima said the formula proposed by Brazilian President 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso late Saturday, on behalf of the 
five countries charged with overseeing a peaceful end to foe 
problem, was “arbitrary”. It also said foe ultimatum, which 
Cardoso issued to his Peruvian and Ecuadoran counterparts, 
was “contrary to Peruvian interests.” The proposals call on 
Peru and Ecuador to agree to accept a binding settlement to foe 
disputed frontier, and stipulate that foe Congresses of both 
countries should approve the formula by OcL 17. It would then 
have to be signed by Fenivian President Alberto Fujimori, and 
Ecuadorian President J amil Mahuad. Cardoso also proposed 
inviting Pope John Paul H to bless any Peru-Ecuador peace 
agreement Talks between Peru and Ecuador have stalled over 
boundary demarcation of a 78 kilometre stretch of remote jun- 
gle-covered hills that both countries claim. Border negotiations 
are a sensitive issue in Peru, and over the past weeks Pern's top 
three foreign affairs officials resigned over disagreements with 
Fujimori on tire boundary negotiations. 

Swaziland flooded 
with applications for hangman 

MBABANE (AFP) — More than 50 people from as for afield 
as Britain and Japan have applied for the vacant post of 
Swaziland hangman. Justice Minister Paul Khumalo said 
Sunday. Swaziland was forced to advertise foe vacancy after its 
previous hangman deserted his post more than 13 years ago 
and no local dozens could be convinced to replace him. 
Khuxnalo told the SAPA news agency he had “more than 
enough” applications, and had received responses from 
Canada, Britain, South Africa and even Japan. “We first adver- 
tised in February, and my office has been flooded once with 
masses of applications," Khumalo said. “Although we've heard 
from people all over the won! the vast majority are from South 
Africa." Khumalo said there were eight prisoners on death row 
at Matsapa prison. “We are looking for a brave young man who 
has what it takes, and foe successful candidate will have to start 
immediately." he added. Khumalo was, however, unable to say 
when his department would start interviewing applicants. “We 
don’t need any experience or degree, but the applicant must be 
a very brave and classically educated person.” He would not 
say how many women had applied for foe job. Swaziland's 
Justice Minister Chief Mawem Simelane has said that foe king- 
dom already has foe required equipment for executions. Ad 
upsurge in foe number of death sentences delivered by courts 
forced the government to “revive’’ foe practice of hanging crim- 
inals. he said. The last execution in Swaziland was in 1983 
when high-profile businesswoman Phillips Mdhili was banged 
for the ritual murder of her domestic worker’s son. 

Legionnaire’s disease 
at French hospital kills two 

TARBES, France (R) — Two aged patients have died and 
three other people are ill following an outbreak of 
Legionnaires disease late last month in a hospital in this 
southwest France town, health officials revealed Sunday. A 
further 70 people who wee treated in foe same hospital 
recently were also prescribed antibiotic treatments as a pre- 
caution, the officials said. The virus was transmitted in the 
hospital by vapours rising from hot water used in t reatm ents, 
the officials said. The contamination camp, from foe water, 
they said. Legionnaires disease was first diagnosed in foe 
United States in 1976 when several deaths woe recorded at a 
convention of the American Legion, a veterans group, among 
people sleeping in a hotel where foe virus was transmitted 
through the air conditioning system. In a separate incident, 
152 people were overcome late Saturday by fumes from a 
faulty electrical generator used to heat a hall where several 
hundred Africans were celebrating a wedding in a northern 
Pans suburb, officials said. Hospitals said 1 1 people were in 
senous condition and two in a critical -state. The brid e was 
among those less seriously affected, they said 

Owner and pilot charged 
in Spanish boat tragedy 

GIRONA, Spain (AP) — The owner and foe pilot of a clear 
sure boat which sank killing 20 French retirees , eadier this 
week in northeastern Spain, have been charged with 
manslaughter and released on baiL Investigative judge 
Montserrat Bagit sm Hail at fnu /mi ion\ 



viwucr or me coat, ana {japtam 
Rodriguez after questioning the two men for more tb 
hours Saturday. The judicial order said the two m m m 
leave Spain and must present themselves to the cour 
day. Bastrtateo reviewed a report that blamed foe accii 

to*- Tte technical- 



™ ana naa also mourned 1 

“y investigations had said overload 

^ who were on vacation in Spain. Repaint 
the corpses was due to begin Sunday. ^ 
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World News 
Blair: Sino-BritSsh 

ties on new footing 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
prime Minister Tony Blair 
returned from a five-day 
China lour Sunday full of 
optimism that Sino-British 
business ties were now “on a 
completely new footing" and 
dial Beijing was clear on 
where Britain stood on human 
rights. 

“There is a new relationship 
there which is very important 
not just for commerce and 
cade, but because if China is 
going to be one of the big 
powers of the 2 1 si century it Is 
right that Britain has a good 
relationship with them," Blair 
said on the flight back to 
London. 

Much of the premier's trip 
was dogged by criticism from 
activists that Britain had Sold 
out to China over human 
rights issues in return for bet- 
ter commercial prospects. 
That tone aimed particularly 
sharp on his final leg, when he 
arrived in the former British 
colony of Hong Kong. 

But Blair told journalists 
[hot ‘"we have made it plain 
what our position is on 
democracy and on human 
rights,” arid that “the relation- 
ship is now one of strength.” 

The Chinese leaders lis- 
tened politely when Blair 
raised what he obliquely 
referred to as “persistent" dif- 
ferences over Beijing’s record 
on human rights and democ- 
racy, but no promises were 
entered into. 

It was clear that Blair was 
sticking by his governments 
belief that direct confrontation 
would not bring China around 
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on such prickly issues, but 
pwr an increasingly open dia- 
logue fuelled by the impera- 
uvres of global trade might. 

Blair said: “The principal 
«ung I have learned is that in 
my view there Is no doubi ihe 
opening up will continue and 
that it’s only a question of 
pace, not the direction." 

The British media, however, 
seized on the controversy, 
reporting that while Blair’s 
business focus was fruitful 
and necessary, an opportunity 
was missed to take a leading 
role in spreading democracy 
in the world. 

The Observer newspaper 
described how “Britain pic 
met with China Inc. last 
week" and more than one 
publication noted that U.S. 
President Bill Clinton ham- 
mered the human rights prob- 
lem harder and more skilfully 
than Blair when he made his 
own visit to Beijing in June. 

Even in business terms, 
observers stressed the disap- 
pointing level of investment 
made by Blair’s entourage of 
British chiefs of industry dur- 
ing the trip, in which a rela- 
tively modest $800 million 
worth of contracts were 
signed. 

But the British premier 
pointed out to the Sunday 
Business magazine that other, 
bigger-scale projects were on 
the cards, notably a $2.4 bil- 
lion refinery by oil giant BP in 
Shanghai and “a very clear 
commitment" that China will 
buy an unspecified number of 
Airbus passenger aircraft. 


Former Communists 
get first chance to 
govern German state 
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,; f*; Communists were invited to 
■ v* i'.' isjt:: join a state government for the 


\ r.sv» • hi M “e. fat time Sunday, a sign of 
x:J r._j re^e"-cd rap®- their growing weight in 
Air:..: Gennan politics, 

n • .■-■wjtt'ss- The Social Democrats in 
' K_“ — :4 "AJthoudi^® Mecklenburg-Western 

i :r.i • nr. Pomerania, who came out on 
there ■„* top in Sept 27 stare elections, 

jtj .oiBCt offered the ex-Communists 

,. -"4. i£i*Sfc- talks cm forming a govem- 

‘Kr:Jr... ment coalition after rejecting 

---.'-.o.LXPfcs a possible alliance with the 
. 7. n. : jsia* Christian Democrats. 

“ r ^.7' ^ ^ The ex-Communist Party of 
~t''\ 7777; -v; ,..<h Democratic Socialism got its 
1 , 777 “ 17 f 7 7* Cudtifl®- chance because voters swept 

_ - ~ - the Christian Deraocrais from 

power in the economically 
struggling eastern state, along 
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- _ __ ... ..piaffe- sniggling eastern state, along 

u r.- - • - 7^73^^* Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
2 -- ' ^ in national elections the same 
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day. 

Governor-elect Harald 
Ringstotfif announced the 
offer after sounding out both 
the PDS and the Christian 
Democrats, who had led a 
strained coalition with the 
Social Democrats. 

^ 7;' Mainstream politicians in 
77 7 - . f.r. -• i Bonn shun the almost exclu- 
;7.. : -- .J? ^7^7 e sri-ely astem-based PDS as a 

;7 !77’ remnantoftheanti-democrai- 

v '“ ! 2 ' * c East German regime. But 
.. 7-7 “any easterners feel the party' 

'' J " ■ ‘ 7 -- ”7 _;er on J ^ & . better represents their inter- 
: ; 77 - in a political system dom- 

- - -• r : :, ' r ''.7.'7- r-t* ““led by westerners, and the 
?' c -''~ -''7 ' 7.^> ^h’s election triumph 
'r- :: 7 ' ‘ 7 donging the picture. 


is 


vip.- ^ The Social Democrats have 

* v.r..r- 7' i r j > nJed out working with the 

at die federal leveL but 
v- ' ^77.^ , g : P 81 ^ chairman Oskar 
- u.--- : Fontaine recently backed 

7 _j i " '7 : i 7^ cooperation in state politics as 


a way to make the ex- 
Communists more responsi- 
ble. 

He told Der Spiegel news- 
magazine it would take some 
of the shine off the ex- 
Communists and their asser- 
tion “that they would do 
everything much better, if 
only ihey were allowed to.” 

The PDS itself has trouble 
deciding. Party delegates in 
Mecklenbuig-Westem 
Pomerania narrowly voted 
Saturday to leave open the 
possibility of staying in oppo- 
sition and giving only tacit 
support to the Social 
Democrats. 

Such a model has run anoth- 
er eastern German stale, 
Saxony-Anhalt. since 1994. 
The PDS has never officially 
been part of a coalition gov- 
ernment 

Even Kohl's designated heir 
as chairman of the Christian 
Democrats says the tradition- 
ally anti-Communist party 
must open up to former mem- 
bers of the Socialist Unity 
Party, which once ruled East 
Germany. 

“We have to accept that 
there were different life paths 
when the country was divid- 
ed” during the cold war, 
Wolfgang Schaeuble was 
quoted over the weekend as 
telling Focus magazine. 

Kohl’s party lost heavily in 
eastern Germany in tite 
national election. Most of the 
support swung to the Social 
Democrats, but the PDS also 
gained, increasing its voter 
share to 5.1 per cent from 4.4 
per cent in 1994. 
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Russia fired 20 
nuke soldiers on 
mental concerns 
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■ " J 'sff® MOSCOW (R) — Russia has 
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The information was revealed 
at a conference of military 
prosecutors, who said service- 
men in need of psychological 
attention often do not get the 
help they need. 

As Russia’s economic situa- 
tion continues to weaken, 
some foreign observers have 
expressed concern about the 
safety of the country’s nuclear 
facilities. 

But the military says its vast 
arsenal remains safe despite 
the country's problems. 
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Breakaway faction of 
Italy’s Communists 
founds new party 


ROME tAP) — - A rebel- 
lious faction of Italy ’j. hard- 
line Marxists, which last 
week tried to shore up the 
nation's first centre-left 
government, made the 
Communist party- break for- 
mally Sunday and founded 
a new party. 

Communist Refoundation 
fractured last week after its 
No. 2, Armando Cossutta, 
defied party leader Fausto 
Berrinotti, who withdraw 
support for the government 
over the deficit-cutting 
1999 budget. 

Cossutta resigned as 
Refoundation’s president 
and his faction backed 
Premier Romano Prodi’s 
centre- left coalition in a 
vote of confidence. Despite 
the help, Italy's second- 
longest government since 
World War II fell Friday by 
a single vote. 

The creation of Cossutta 's 
new party, the Italian 


Communists, badly dilutes 
the power of Ret'oundation. 
Cossutta’ s faction repre- 
sented 2 1 of 

Refoundation’s 34 seats in 
the low er house. 

Communist Refoundation 
was what was left of 
Europe’s largest 

Communist party after the 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union; it inspired many 
leftists to move towards the 
centre and form new par- 
ties. It got 8 per cent of the 
vote in the 1996 general 
election. 

Although Refoundation 
was not pan of Prodi’s 
coalition, he depended on 
its votes to muster a major- 
ity in the lower house. 

With the collapse of 
Prodi’s government, Italy 
now faces a number of sce- 
narios: a second Prodi gov- 
ernment based on a new 
majority, an apolitical gov- 
ernment of technocrats, or 


early elections, which the 
centre-right opposition 
wants. 

Prodi headed Italy’s first 
left-led government and the 
right hopes to regain its 
domination if Italy goes to 
the polls. 

Cossutta fears that this is 
exactly what would happen 
and in a speech to about 
3,000 followers Sunday, he 
blamed Berrinotti for the 
crisis and “opening the 
door for the worst forces of 
the right." President Oscar 
Luigi Seal faro has begun 
consultations with political 
leaders and most observers 
are betting he'll opt for a 
so-called “technical" gov- 
ernment. 

Cossutta said his new- 
party favours a technical 
government to help pass a 
1999 budget and get Italy 
through the launch of the 
common European curren- 
cy in January. 


Polish election completes shift from 
Communist-era administration 


U.S. first lady Hillary Clinton is accompanied by orphaned children at the 4 Faitb, 
Hope and Love’ centre in Sofia as she leaves the charity facility following a visit Mrs. 
Clinton is on a two-day official visit to Bulgaria at the invitation of Antonina 
Stoyanova, the wife of Bulgarian President Pctur Stoyanov (AFP photo) 

Hillary Clinton calls for end to 
Kosovo humanitarian crisis 


SOFIA (AFPi — U.S. First 
Lady Hillary Clinton 
Sunday called for an end to 
the “humanitarian crisis” in 
Kosovo, at the opening of a 
conference of women from 
Balkan states w here she is a 
special guesr. 

“We must speak out lor 
ethnic Albanians in 
Kosovo. We must speak out 
for the 250,000 displaced. 
We must speak wuh one 
voice to end the humanitar- 
ian crisis and the violation 
of humanity.” Clinton said. 

The wife of U.S. 
President Bill Clinton also 
expressed U.S. support for 
reform in the countries of 
southeastern Europe. 

’The American people. 


the American government 
and the president of the 
Unites States will stand 
with you as you press 
ahead to meet the chal- 
lenges before you,” she 
said. 

Clinton also announced 
“$50 million in new- grants 
and new funds to boast civil 
society in the region”, of 
which $6 million would go 
to Bulgarian non-govern- 
mental organisations. 

The first lady spoke 
before the wives of the 
presidents of Macedonia, 
Albania. Romania, 

Slovenia, Bulgaria, and the 
wives of the prime minis- 
ters of Turkey. Greece and 
Bulgaria. Also in atten- 


dance were the wives of the 
speakers of the Romanian 
and Bulgarian parliaments 
and the president of the 
Council of Europe’s parlia- 
mentary assembly, Leni 
Fischer. 

The conference is organ- 
ised by the wife of 
Bulgarian President Petar 
Stoyanov, Antonina. 

During her two-day visit, 
Clinton will also hold talks 
with Stoyanov and will be 
guest of honour at a recep- 
tion given by the president. 

Monday, she is scheduled 
to meet women running 
small businesses and will 
visit the American college 
in Bulgaria, before leaving 
Sofia for Prague. 


WARSAW. Poland (AP) — In 
grey and sometimes drizzly 
weather. Poles Sunday took 
the final step of Western-style 
government reforms by elect- 
ing new regional and local 
councils to assume powers 
held by the central government 
during the Communist era. 

During 14 hours of balloting 
that began at 6 am (0400 
GMT), voters chose from 
260,000 candidates to fill 
63,767 seals on provincial, dis- 
trict and various city and 
neighbourhood councils. 

Official results are expected 
Wednesday. 

Few people were voting 
Sunday morning, partly due to 
the autumn drizzle, but those 
at a few Warsaw polling sta- 
tions said they wanted to show 
support for Poland’s political 
and economic reforms. 

“1 believe it can still be better 
in Poland, although we already 
can live a good life after all 
those years of Communism," 
said Barbara Witkowska, a 
retired accountant who voted 
in downiown Warsaw: 

But officials predicted a 
turnout of less than 50 per cent 
of the 28.6 million eligible vot- 
ers, with many people unhap- 


py over economic hardships 
such as high unemployment 
brought by Poland's post- 
Communist reforms. Being 
asked to vote a ninth lime — in 
either referendums or elections ■ 
— since Communist rule fell, 
many people were expected to 
ignore the local government 
balloting. 

After casting his ballot in 
Warsaw’s WUanow district. 
President Aleksander 

Kwasniewski said any turnout 
figure above 40 per cent would 
represent success, while a 
lower turnout would show the 
nation still had to grow as a 
democracy. 

Under the reforms, die num- 
ber of provinces dropped from 
49 to 16 while hundreds of 
regional, city and town coun- 
cils city were being created to 
take over some of the decision- 
making power on issues such 
as education, roads, housing, 
water supplies, environment 
protection and various ser- 
vices. 

The new- system creates 
democratic structures ai the 
grassroots level of government 
in line with standards of the 
European Union, which 
Poland hopes to join early next 


century. 

But Sunday's election was 
considered more a popularity 
contest for Poland's main 
political parties, as voters con- 
tused by the variety of coun- 
cils they were choosing were 
expected to follow- party rec- 
ommendations. 

In a backlash against the 
Solidarity-led rightist central 
government, leftist parties 
with roots in the Communist 
era were expected to do weiL 

Many Poles are dissatisfied 
with the broad social and eco- 
nomic reforms launched by 
Solidarity 1 after 1989. which 
introduced unemployment and 
raised living costs. 

Despite the lack of personal 
freedoms during more than 
four decades of Communist 
rule, people were guaranteed 
jobs and health care, education 
and other services were pro- 
vided by the state. 

A strong showing by leftist 
parties would be ironic, as the 
most poorly developed regions 
— where people would be 
expected to seek strong local 
representation — are those 
neglected by Communist 
rulers of the past. 


Botha to sue over 
compromising 
photograph claims 


JOHANNESBURG t AFP) 
— Former apartheid foreign 
minister Pik Botha is to sue 
police and a newspaper for 
10 million rand ($1.7 mil- 
lion ) over claims he was pho- 
tographed in bed with a 
black woman. Rapport news- 
paper said Sunday. 

The report said Botha, who 
served as foreign minister for 
the apartheid government 
from 1977 until 1994, said he 
was so angry at the allegation 
that he wanted to confront 
the issue in court "so that the 
rumour-mongers will once 
and for all be quietened." 

“I decided this far and no 
further,” Botha said. “1 now- 
go to court. I am going to 
fight, if it’s the last thing 1 do. 
Everything must come out, 
everything. Once and for all. 
I want to know who is behind 
this sort of thing.” 

He said he could not ignore 
the report, even if he wanted 
to. 

“I have a family. I have 
children. I liave friends," he 
said. “My daughter cries and 
my friends phone me, upset. 
from everywhere, even from 
overseas." 

The report, carried in the 
weekly Mail and Guardian 
newspaper, said alleged 
Mafia member Vito 
Palazzolo had used the pho- 
tograph to blackmail Botha 
into ensuring he was granted 
South African citizenship. 


despite featuring on 
Interpol’s most wanted list. 

The claim was made to the 
newspaper by a senior 
policeman, who said the 
photograph, and others 
showing Botha and 
Palazzolo together, were in 
the hands of the National 
Intelligence Agency. 

Botha told Afrikaans- lan- 
guage Rapport that he had 
telephoned National Police 
Commissioner George Fivaz, 
who had denied that the con- 
cerned police officer made 
the allegations against Botha. 

However, he added, the 
Mail and Guardian editor 
had assured him ihe newspa- 
per had a tape recording of 
the officer making the allega- 
tion. 

He said there may well be 
photographs showing him 
standing with Palazzolo in 
the company of others as he 
had attended hundreds of 
meetings across SouLh 
Africa. 

"Bui 1 strongly deny that 
there could exist a photo- 
graph showing me in bed 
with another woman. It is 
with distaste that 1 find 
myself in a society where the 
police service propagate 
such rubbish. 

“1 owe it to myself, my 
children, my family and my 
friends not to allow the mat- 
ter to rest there.” 


Taleban launch strikes 
against opposition leader 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Heavy fighting was 
reported north of 
Kabul Sunday as 
independent sources 
confirmed that 

Taleban warplanes 
had launched a wave 
of raids at the appar- 
ent start of a long- 
awaited autumn 
offensive against 
remaining opposition 
troops. 

Fighting was under- 
stood to be raging 
about 100 kilometres 
north of Kabul. 
Further casualties 
have been reported 
from a two-pronged 
Taleban attack 

launched Saturday 
but details remain 
sketchy. 

“I can confirm the 
bombings, and the 
time is right for an 
offensive,” one inde- 
pendent source told 
AFP. 

Former Afghan 
Defence Minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood, 
now a leading opposi- 
tion foe of the 
Taleban, previously 
claimed that cluster 
bomb attacks 

launched by the 
Taleban on civilian 
areas had claimed at 
least 10 lives. 

Observers in Kabul 


said it was under- 
stood the Taleban had 
begun their well- 
flagged offensive, 
after weeks of specu- 
lation the militia 
would make a pre- 
emptive strike against 
Masood. 

A Taleban 

spokesman was 

unavailable for com- 
ment. 

A Masood 

spokesman said the 
Taleban first targeted 
Ghorband on 

Masood ’s north west 
flank to put pressure 
on the strategic town 
of Jabalsiraj, about 
77 kilometres north 
of Kabul. 

However, one inde- 
pendent observer said 
Masood ’s forces are 
well entrenched at 
Ghorband with the 
surrounding areas 
guarded by high 
mountains, narrow 
river valleys and few 
roads. 

“I think it will be 
very difficult for the 
Taleban to make 
advance through 
Ghorband,” he 
added. 

A second Taleban 
strike was launched 
to the north of the 
Salang tunnel which 
passes through the 


Hindukush mountain 
range and links 
Kabul with northern 
Afghanistan, the 
opposition spokesman 
said. 

However, he claimed 
the religious militia 
had “suffered serious 
casualties” and this 
had prompted three 

air raids against civil- 
ians in Charikar, the 
provincial capital of 
Parwan province, 
where Masood and 
his forces are based. 

Across Kabul, spo- 
radic anti-aircraft 
test firing could be 
heard while the capi- 
tal’s airport appeared 
unusually busy 

overnight. A city-wide 
dusk to dawn curfew 
remains in force. 

Masood controls 
about 10 per cent of 
Afghanistan — 

stretching from the 
north of Kabul to the 
far northeast of the 
country — and 

remains the last 

obstacle to Taleban 
ambitions of assum- 
ing total control. 

However, his base in 
the nearby Panjsher 
Valley was largely cut 
off from the outside 
world after the 

Taleban captured 
strategic towns in the 


central and northern 
provinces over the 
last two months. 

This prompted spec- 
ulation that Masood 
would strike back in a 
campaign designed to 
regain supply routes 
before the winter sets 
in. or, that the 
Taleban would hit 
first and secure 
recent territorial 
gains. 

One anti-Taleban 
source said Masood ’s 
men had captured 
Takhar airport on the 
far north east border 
with Tajikstan which 
can be used to ferry 
supplies to Bagram 
airbase. 

He said more than 
200 Taleban soldiers 
were taken prisoner 
and a further 40 were 
killed in battle. 

The Taleban have 
accused Russia aud 
Iran of supplying 
Masood with arms 
through Tajikstan. 
Masood, an ethnic 
Tajik commander, has 
denied receiving any 
military support from 
Teheran or Moscow 
while the Taleban has 
rejected similar alle- 
gations that it 
receives military sup- 
port from Pakistan. 
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Dialogue for all 


THERE IS a lot of good that can be gained 
through the national dialogue that HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, launched 
in August and the government intends to 
pursue soon. What necessitates the dialogue 
most are the economic hardships the coun- 
try faces and that cannot be tackled in iso- 
lation of the Kingdom's internal and exter- 
nal policies. 

On the economic front, especially the 
prospects of quick recovery, the picture is 
grim. What we should expect are harsher 
times. The policies of economic readjust- 
ment have already taken their toll on the 
people. But for adjustment to yield recovery 
significant time is needed. This much the 
people must to be told. But for them to 
accept the reality, live with it and have 
patience, they have to have a great deal of 
say in the way their affairs are handled. 
That is why a dialogue needs to be more 
pervasive both vertically and horizontally. 
We cannot only engage the political elite in 
government and opposition. People from all 
walks of life — from academics to labourers 
— should be involved. Awareness of this 
must be spread. 

Newspapers and television should serve as 
the platform for the dialogue. Investigative 
reports that would reveal the magnitude of 
poverty and unemployment could help 
enhance the process. Data collected through 
the papers and through other means should 
be analysed and documented. 

Meanwhile, one problem that the govern- 
ment could immediately tackle will win it a 
great deal of support and give it time to deal 
with other problems. That is corruption. 
While there is widespread belief among the 
people that corruption is rampant, the gov- 
ernment says that is not the case and 
reports cases that do not really qualify as 
such. The government will either have to 
convince the people that there is no corrup- 
tion or crack down on it. 

We are confident that the government of 
Fayez Tarawneh is sincere in its effort to 
fight corruption, unemployment and pover- 
ty. And we are sure it is genuine in its call 
for dialogue. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Ai Ra'i's Fahed Fanek said the government's real chal- 
lenge is to privatise the Jordan Telecommunications 
Company, because this will be the country's credibility 
standard. The privatisation process has reached a point 
where a decision about the issue has to be made, other- 
wise Jordan’s credibility will suffer, the writer said. 
Administrative and financial efforts have to be made in 
order to overcome the criticism and obstacles facing the 
privatisation policy. Continuous losses by some public 
institutions sucb as Royal Jordanian and Aqaba 
Railway, can help convince people who oppose privati- 
sation, said Fanek. The Kingdom's current economic 
crisis, which is evident in the level of unemployment 
and poverty, has created a suitable atmosphere for 
Jordanians to ask for radical changes, claimed the 
writer who concluded that it is obvious that the govern- 
ment’s control over a wide range of economic sectors 
has reached a dead-end. 


Al Ra'i's Tareq Masarwah asked that the government’s 
administrative system be properly activated and the role 
of parties. Parliament and municipalities become clear- 
ly defined, in order to streamline the Kingdom’s deci- 
sion-making process. The government’s administrative 
order has to remove the problems it faces, such as stag- 
nation and corruption, to develop, he said. The 
Parliament’s role has to be more active in representing 
the nation, and its legislative and monitoring authori- 
ties. Jordan’s parties have to represent either national 
unity and its interest or Arab/Jordanian ideology, 
Masarwah said, claiming that the country's municipali- 
ties could form a centre of public life, development and 
culture. 


The uncertainty makers: Friend or foe? 


THE NOTION that people’s expectations about markets 
determine the outcomes of these markets is not from the land 
of make-believe, but an economic doctrine that is respected by 
most economists. In fact, expectations, be they negative or 
positive, can shift supply and demand faster than other market 
determinants. 

Our expectations of die future are so powerful that they are 
considered in some markets to be the underlying force behind 
the cycles of booms and busts. After all, the business cycle is 
naught but a result of wrong expectations as business people 
overestimate sales and consequently overproduce, an action 
they attempt to remedy by reducing production and thus 
increasing unemployment- Any inertia that tends to lead 
Jordan toward negative expectations, rumours and anarchy 
should be nipped in the bud through intelligent and transpar- 
ent management of the democratic process and its institutions, 
not through policing tactics. 

Uncertainty breeds speculation and arouses unnecessary 
fears, which the Jordanian economy can well do without Like 
poverty and unemployment uncertainty should be placed 
among Jordan’s top priority list of evils to eliminate. People 
like to know what is going on and they are not willing to wait 
As Berlyne once noted in “Conflict Arousal, and Curiosity,” 
“There is a deep-seated human reluctance to wait an unneces- 


sary moment for information about what the future holds, 
even when there is no way in which one could act on the infor- 
mation.” Furthermore, as Tibor Scitovsky wrote in “The 
Joyless Economy,” most of us feel that “there is a comfort in 
knowing the worst;” in other words, bad news is more com- 
forting than no news. Producing obstacles that inhibit the 
expression of ideas considered counterproductive to Jordan's 
“best interest” gives birth to uncertainty and speculation. 

This is not to say that one should strive to do away with 
uncertainty in a market system. In my view uncertainty is the 
most realistic assumption of the market and possibly tbe most 
distinguishing characteristic between capitalist and socialist 
economies. On the contrary, what is needed is to ensure that 
the impact of the unexpected can be expected and kept man- 
ageable: in other words, make the uncertainty a pleasant expei 
rience (gamblers enjoy tbe game, speculators play tbe market 
whether on land or stocks or currency). The arousing or pleas- 
ant effect of uncertainty is made unpleasant when the uncer- 
tainty is maintained for a long time. In the U.S.. speculation 
driven by uncertainty about when a bullish stock market will 
become bearish becomes more and more painful the longer 
Mr. Greenspan, chairman of the Federal Reserve System, 
waits to adjust the interest rate. At the first sign of a dip in 
stock prices, the market can be thrown into panic and specu- 


Rank Knight, addressed teKsue 
in 1921 in his seminal work, “Risk, Uncertainty and Profit 
Economies that can predict further into tbe future than others 
are better able to deal with uncertainty than those who are 
blanketed by ignorance: ‘The further ahead toe organism can 
see, the more adequately it can adapt itself, the more felly and 
completely it can live. . . It is evident that all organic reactions 
relate to future situations, further in the future as tbe type of 
life and activity is (higher)." Alas, tbe reverse is also true, We 
perceive the vradd before we react to it. and we react not to 
what we perceive, but always to wbat we infer: in other 
words, all roles and mechanism that are in place to reduce the 
amount of knowledge available to society in cider to protect 
tbe economy, are in fact causing harm and reducing its 
growth, and thus making it susceptible t o all k inds of specu- 
lation and unfounded rumours. By attempting to protect 
Jordan and its markets, advocates of greater restrictions ate 
themselves tbe seers of future gloom and could possibly be 
the makers of the next crisis. Waiting has always been a 
painful game, and like “Waiting for Godot," it is fruitless. A 
stroke of a pen can create wise and enlightened legislation to 
illuminate the population and wipe out most of the uncertain- 
ty. Let’s not wait too long! 




Noise pollution and faith 


To the editor: 


On being a Serb 


Zoom Grjakovic helps cover the Balkans far 
NEWSWEEK. 


ITS EMBARRASSING to be a Serb these 
days. When I venture out of my shrinking 
homeland, I find myself staring at the 
ground. Several months ago a Serb friend 
and I visited Mali. But when other tourists 
discovered our ethnicity, we became tbe 
main attraction. They asked: “What are you 
doing here?' As in many countries I've vis- 
ited in the last five years, that is the polite 
way of asking: '"Shouldn't you be back 
home driving Muslims from their homes 
and shelling villages?” 

When we were Yugoslavs, my country- 
men travelled more than anyone in Eastern 
Europe — welcome on both sides of the 
Iron Curtain. As Serbs, we are unwelcome 
most places. V ve been turned away from tbe 
embassies of Malaysia. Iran. Guatemala and 
Norway: the clerks wouldn't even let me fill 
out the visa forms. Many friends have found 
it impossible to go anywhere in Western 
Europe in the past year. We are seen as 
ambassadors of tbe new world order’s dark 
side: Intolerance and ethnic cleansing. 
Before any foreigner wfll be my friend, I 
have to prove that I'm not a monster. Heroes 


of World War A, today’s Serbs are Europe’s 
pariahs. 

I can understand that When my Bosnian 
Serb cousins over-ran Srebrenica and 
slaughtered its menfolk, I was in Tangiers. 
Feelings against Serbs ran high, and the 
wort part was that I agreed with our Arab 
critics. I don't condone what Slobodan 
Milosevic has done in his pursuit of power, 
but collective guih is bard to escape. So in 
Morocco, I pretended to be Bulgarian. That 
ended when conversation turned to football 
The famous Bulgarian national football 
team is well known in Morocco, and I 
couldn't even name tbe starting players. I 
decided to pose as a Croat. 

I am welcome some places. I could easily 
visit Libya or Iraq. Sanctions-busters stick 
together. I found Serbs admired in Sittwe, 
Burma, where die Buddhists oppress their 
Muslim minorities with oear-Balkan gusto. 
In India, a party hack from the Hindu 
nationalist BJP party pronounced himself 
ticked to meet a Serb. In Greece, many of 
our Orthodox brothers have made Milosevic 
a sort of honorary patriarch, and the indict- 
ed war criminal Gen. Ratio Mladic a latter- 
day sainL As a member of NATO, Greece is 
a little critical: The last time I visited, every 


Greek I met complained we were not hard 
enough on Muslims. 

With friends like these, I might as weO 
stay home. But home gets worse wife each 
new outrage. I marvel at how many of my 
oldest friends have turned into raving 
nationalists. They’re aravinced that die 
world is wrong, that we are the victims, as if 
all the massacres were done by Bosnians 
and Albanians. As Yugoslavs, we had an 
oppressive communist regime, but we were 
reasonably tolerant of one another. As 
Serbs, we have bought the rhetoric — 
drilled into us by Milosevic’s media — on 
how to hale our neighbours. Croats are “rab- 
bits" when we’re chasing them, or “pigs” 
when they're chasing us. Muslims are 
“dogs” or 'baby kflias.” Albanians are just 
“filthy rats.” 

1 feel like a stranger in my own country. 
Sadly. Milosevic has convinced most of us 
that if you're not a nationalist y ou must be a 
traitor: That’s wbat Tm now called when I 
walk into some cafes in Belgrade. Old 
acquaintances greet me with disappoint- 
ment on their feces: “Oh, you’re still alive?’ 
It makes me want to head for the border. At 
least abroad, I can understand why I am a 
pariah. 


VISITORS to any city in the Middle East are struck by 
the amount of noise emanating from every comer of the 
city. Car horns seem to be de regeur all the time, whether 
called for or not. In fact, it is abundantly clear that 
nobody takes the slightest notice of the continuous noise 
and yet no one seems willing to do anything about it. 
Like Pavlov's dogs, drivers sound their horn on com- 
mand, oblivious of the detrimental effect this has on then- 
fellow citizens. This is a form of noise pollution which 
one is, fortunately, capable of discussing openly without 
the fear of ending up behind bars. 

The call to the prayer and the broadcasting of the 
Friday sermons on the latest state-of-the-art electronic 
magnifying equipment is beginning to cause an intolera- 
ble burden on a lot of people who are not able to take 
their grievance to the authorities lest they are accused of 
blasphemy or of anti-Islamic sentiments. These are not 
only members of the various non-Muslim citizens but 
also several devout Muslims, like myself and my host, 
who find the unwelcome intrusion of the loudspeaker 
into the privacy of their homes particularly disturbing. 
This category includes the elderly, young children and 
the sick who are systematically jolted out of their pre- 
cious sleep at 3: 45 aun approx, every morning by the 
Aa’than. 

“Why can’t those of us, who wish to pray early in the 
morning, use our alarm clocks to wake up thus allowing 
the elderly and the younger members of the family to 
sleep on?” inquired my exasperated host on a recent trip 
I made to Jordan. I could give him no logical answer. “At 
tbe time of our Great Prophet alarm clocks were not in 
existence and it was therefore necessary to call tbe faith- 
ful to prayer from the top of a mosque.” The present day 
electronic equipment on every mosque minaret is caus- 
ing tremendous noise pollution and is diminishin g the 
soulful and the spiritual value of the call to prayer. 
Anyone who has recently visited the Middle East — and 
I am a frequent visitor to my beloved country of birth — 
cannot but be irked by the unintelligible cacophony of 
sound that rocks Arab cities five times a day and that has 
no bearing whatever on genuine worship. 

This unwelcome intrusion into people’s privacy is com- 
pounded with the increasingly politicised nature of the 
Friday sermons. On my last visit to my host’s local 
mosque — in the northern town of Irbid — counted the 
word ‘Israel’ 75 times, the word ‘America’ 88 times, the 
word ‘Al-Isti’mar’ (imperialism) 67 times, the word 
‘Zionism’ 93 times, the word ‘AI-ta’a’ (obedience, as 
applied to women vis a vis their menfolk) 59 times, all in 
the course of one Friday sermon! What has that got to do 
with man’s communion with God, which is what prayer 
is all about? 

This recent phenomena was certainly not the intention 
of our Great Prophet in his stipulation to have the faith- 
ful called to prayer five times a day. The time has come 
to mandate the removal of electronic equipment from 
mosques. 


Dr. Abdul Wahab Gharaibeh, 
London. 


The fate of the Kurds 


By Pascal B. Karmy 


THE PRESENT tension or conflict between 
Turkey and Syria brings to light the unfortunate 
fate of tbe Kurds whether they are living in 
Turkey. Iraq, Iran or Syria The Kurds count 
more than 20 million people whose fortunes are 
in tbe hands of those states. They are often used 
as a toys or cat's-paw by one state against the 
other. 

The history of the Kurds is a history of strug- 
gle and oppression. They, like the Palestinians, 
are one of the most unfortunate people on earth. 
Destiny and the political manoeuvres and 
intrigues of the great powers and the states sur- 
rounding them, blocked tbeir way towards tbe 
achievement of their national aspirations. 
Despite tbeir rather great number and tbeir more 
or less separate racial roots and dispersed geo- 
graphic entity, they have not been able to obtain 
independence or statehood, notwithstanding tbe 
feci that they have fought vigourously against 
various rulers for an independent Kurdistan. The 
1960s and 1970s saw mudi warfare between tbe 
Kurds and the Iraqi troops over tbe issue of self- 
government However, wife tbe exception of the 
Kurds in Iraq, they have not been granted any 
form of autonomy by tbe other neighbouring 
states. 

Kurdistan has been rightly described by a 
Western writer as a territory without boundaries- 
It is a region without delineation and occupies a 
great part of the heart of Asia Minor in the form 


of a crescent However, the word Kurdistan has 
no political connotation. Geographically it 
includes the greater part of the mountainous 
region of south-east Turkey, north-eastern Iraq 
and north-western Iran. 

The Western countries and especially the 
United States apply double standards with regard 
to tbe Kurds. On the one hand they support the 
national aspirations and rights of tbs Kurds of 
Iraq to at least self-rule where the U.S. encour- 
aged them to hold elections for their parliament 
in the Kurdish region, north of Iraq. On the other 
hand, the Kurds of Turkey are branded rebels and 
terrorists although their number there — about 
ten million — is much larger than the four mil- 
lion Iraqi Kurds or the five million Iranian Kurds. 
In Syria their number is insignificant. Unlike 
Turkey, which does not recognise foe existence 
of Kurds as Kurds. Iraq, on March 10, 1970 
reached an agreement with foe Kurdish leaders 
of Iraq, mainly Barzani and Talabani, whereby 
Iraq recognised foe Kurds' separate identity, lan- 
guage and culture and granted them an 
autonomous regime in their region within the 
ambit of the Iraqi republic. After foe Gulf war of 
1990, negotiations took place between Iraqi 
Kurdish leaders and foe Iraqi government for 
achieving genuine self-rule for the Kurds. The 
two sides, however, failed to reach final agree- 
ment as foe Iraqi Kurdish leaders aspired for 
almost complete independence from Iraq, which 
foe Iraqi government was not prepared to grant. 
The United States was hacking tbe Kurds for 


self-rule but not apparently for secession from 
Iraq. 

By comparison, Ttirkey does not recognise the 
Kurds as a different people from tbe Turks them- 
selves. This is certainly wrong historically, racial- 
ly and geographically. Nor does Turkey recog- 
nise tbeir la ng uag e and culture. Turkey raii« hs 
Kurds foe “Turks of the mountains.” The Turkish 
government has even taken Kurdish members of 
foe Thridsh parliament to court for sympartweing 
with their brethren, tbe so-called Kurdish rebels. 

The Kurds of Tfirkey are being savagely bom- 
barded by Ttiridsh-American warplanes with tbe 
apparent acquiescence of the United States 
which simply demands tbe withdrawal of the 
Turkish army from northern Iraq, although the 

European Uroon seems to frown on sixfo attacks. 

But woe betide Iraq if it attends to regain its lost 
tenitoty in foe north or to bring its Knrds back to 
the fold of tte Iraqi homeland The Iraqi situation 
is of course foe result of the Gulf war initiated ty 
foe unwarranted invasion of Kuwait and foe con- 
sequent implementation of foe sanction s by 
virtue of foe pertinent Security Council resolu- 
tions on Iraq. Tbe US. and other Western pow- 
ers should not apply different standards in deal- 
ing with the Kinds — namely by actively sup- 
porting Iraqi Kurds and doing nothing but only 
paying bp-service with regard to the Kurds of 
Turkey. I imagine if the Kurds of Iran were to 
rebel against the Iranian regime, the US. will 
most likely support them, not out of love for foe 
Iranian Kurds but because the US, is not on 


good terms with tbe Iranian regim e inasmuch as 
Washington is still adopting a double contain- 
ment policy against Iran and Iraq and has 
unposed a trade embargo on both. 

IF the US. and tbe West in general -are sifr 
coriy eager to apply the rules of democracy and 
wish to encourage or support oppressed people 
to attain their national independence or i least 
poeaningfoL self-rule, they should not be selective 
in their approach. Why for example do the US- 
and tbe EU support the few thousand Albanians 
of Kosovo in their quest for self-rule or autooo* 
my and do not apply die same princip le for foe 
ten million Kinds? 

States in this day and age should refrain from 
branding oppressed people who aspire for intie- 
pendmee, such as foe Kinds, rebels or terrorists 
(ot saboteurs as Israel is wont to describe those 
who nghtly resist the occupation of Arab territo 
nesX when they rise in aimed resistance against 
™F*jriaust occupiers. The ri ght of resistance and 
rabcjfion is a God-givea natura l right fbr-fos 
oppressed just as foe Europeans resisted the Nazi' 
occupation during World War EL Resistance 
a fi®nst the occupier is furthermore recognised 
customary and conventional law. And- & 
sn^ not be forgotten that the US. itself is foe 
cfeld or rebellion against British mln mafom in 
the lath century. 





The writer was an advocate in Palestine in 1944 and. 
far many years, legal officer at UNRWA headquarter 
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The Hermitage of John the Abbot 


NEARLY - 20 years ago. durin« the 
survey oF the Wadi Hasa in 1 979 . an 
archaeological team headed by Dr 
Burton MacDonald of St. Francis 
Xavier University (Canada) identi- 
fied the remains of a fascinating 
installation cut into the rocks at the 
hot springs of Wadi ‘A fra. Thev 
returned to the spot and documented 
what turned out to be a hermitage or 
small monastery comprising three 
caves/rooms and a fourth nearby 
‘room.’ They were nicely decorated 
with architectural elements, painted 
religious and figurative artwork, plas- 
ter, and inscriptions. 

The site has been called the Her- 
mitage of John the Abbot, after the 
name of John the Abbot in one of the 
inscriptions at the site. This fascinat- 
ing facility remains reasonably well 
protected at the ‘Afra hot springs, 
because it is located in an inaccessi- 
ble area nearly 70 metres above the 
level of the Wadi waters. The hot 
springs at ‘Afra have been recently 
developed for domestic tourism, and 
are frequented by many Jordanians 
from that area. 

The hermitage is located in the 
northern part of the Wadi ‘Afra, about 
three kilometres south of the conflu- 
ence of the Wadis ‘Afra and Hasa. It 
overlooks the Wadi from the east, and 
consists of three inter-connected 
caves. The cave-facades have eroded 
or snapped off and tumbled into the 
Wadi, but the caves probably once 
shared a common corridor or pas- 
sageway along their front. 

Three caves 

The most complex of the three caves, 
called Cave 1. includes pilasters with 
incised circles, three arches and two 
columns (one with an oval capital) in 
front of three alcoves, and a niche. 
The adjacent Cave II has a niche, a 
curved shelf at the back, a step and 
hinge-hole that once supported a 
door, and an opening communicating 
with the smaller Cave ITL which also 
has a niche and an enigmatic large 
hole cut into the floor. Dr. MacDon- 
ald said in a recent interview. 

To the south of the caves and at a 
lower level is a small cave that was 
cut into the cliff-face, with a half-a- 
metre-wide circular medallion 
incised on the rock- face immediately 
south of the entrance. Faintly visible 
within the medallion are some Greek 
letters, and to its right are traces of 
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General plan of the three caves at ( Afra Hermitage 


red-pointed piaster. People approach- 
ing the caves in antiquity probably 
passed in front of this cave and 
medallion. Dr. MacDonald notes. 

The last architectural feature of the 
hermitage complex is a peculiar 
small ‘room’ that was carved into the 
top of a large rock rising on the east 
side of the Wadi. The ‘room’ mea- 
sures nearly 3x2 metres and is 1 .35 
metres high inside. A small entrance 
is cut into the rock on the south side, 
with remains of two flanking niches 
and indications of a former door. 

A small hole on the north side of 
the ‘room’ gives access to the Wadi 
nearly 40 metres below, and the 
Greek lerters MAEL have been cut 
into a rectangle near this opening. A 
small window was cut into the upper 
east wall of the structure, and four 
depressions were cut from the rock 


hermit’s cell or perhaps was “some 
kind of press or a container of liq- 
uid.” 

The only pottery sherds that were 
found at this hermitage were picked 
up from the top of this “room" in the 
rock, and most were from the Sth- 6 th 
century AD Byzantine period (along 
with a few Early Bronze Age 1 sherds 
from around 3000 BC). The combi- 
nation of pottery, architecture, 
inscriptions and Byzantine Christian 
art leads Dr. MacDonald to conclude 
that this was a hermitage, with Cave I 
being a chapel or church, and Cave II 
serving as a hermit’s cell. 

This would be very much in line 
with the presence of numerous other 
isolated hermitages in the Byzantine 
period throughout Jordan. Known 
hermiuiges in the vicinity of ‘Afra 
and Wadi Hasa include such facilities 


outside its south aqjl- we$t side^^^uGhor es-Safi and the Lisan . Penin- - 
Ancient steps once led to the summit sula near the Dead Sea coast, and at 
of this rock-cut Facility, which Mac- the Wadis Malih, DefaJi and Franj 
Donald suggests may have been a near Karak. MacDonald's survey of 


the Wadi Hasa 
identified 
Byzantine pot- 
tery at 74 of 
die 214 sites 
visited, indi- 
cating a very 
clear wider 
regional settle- 
ment context 
for such a Late 
Byzantine her- 
mitage at Wadi 
‘Afra. 

| Byzantine 

| painted art 

1 

The complete 
and partial 
paintings 
inside the her- 
mitage caves, 
on plaster and 
on the cave 
walls, are par- 
ticularly inter- 
esting. Some 
of the motifs 
include medal- 
} lions with 
| crosses in the 
] middle (pre- 
~ pared by using 

a compass to 
make incised 
lines in the 
rock), with petals, circles, triangles 
and dots; and different combinations 
of mangles. Jnuice-work-Jike crossed 
lines, circles, squares, and dots, 
sometimes within distinct painted or 
incised panels. A painted medallion 
on the flat ceiling of Cave II includes 
a large cross, two fish, and two birds, 
along with various geometric lines 
and shapes. 

Dr. MacDonald wonders whether 
the different decorative styles — 
painted plaster, painted natural rock, 
and incised decorations — all date 
from the same or different periods. It 
seems that only parts of the caves 
were decorated, using simple colours 
like red, black, yellow and white. 

The Christian symbolism, he says, 
includes crosses, fish, and birds, as 
well as triangles and rectangles in 
association with Greek inscriptions. 
A small, 4-ceniimetre-high cross 
placed immediately in front of the 
Greek word THEODORON in one 
inscription is common in other 


Byzantine inscriptions from this 
region. 

The inscriptions include one text 
that is very badly eroded in Cave I. 
Faiher Michele Piccirillo of the 
Franciscan Archaeological Mission 
in Jordan says it was a dedicatory 
inscription giving the information 
that "the hermitage was finished by 
the zeal of the Abbot John in the 
month of Artemisios (perhaps the 
18th of the month) of the year...” 

Another partially preserved 
inscription “is an invocation to Jesus, 
Lord or God of the angels, supposed- 
ly of the archangel Michael, to pro- 
tect the writer [the monk] living in 
the hermitage,” Piccirillo said. He 
translates the inscription as: “lO Lord 
Jesus Christ) of the archangel of the 
most High, save your servant..." 

Tbe hermitage ’is not accessible to 
visitors due to its location high above 
the Wadi floor, and no further work is 



planned there for the time being. The 
survey of the site was funded by the 
Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada, which 
funded the entire Hasa survey. (The 
only published scholarly report on 
this site, including fine photographs 
and drawings, is available in the 
Franciscans’ annual journal Liber 
Annus. XXX (1980), pages 351- 
364.) 
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MACDONALD. Thm Hfrmltofe of John 



F,g. 3. Medallion 8 in »h* Middle of Arch in Cave I. 



Drawing of the medallion in the middle of the arch in Cave I. 
(Illustrations courtesy of Dr. Burton MacDonald) 
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Health 


Rocket team has lift-off for 
perfect bra 
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By Steve Farrar 

THIS COULD be the uplifting news women 
have been waiting years to bar. A blueprint 
for the perfect hra has been devised by a team 
of British rocket scientists. 

State-of-the-art laser measuring technolo- 
gy, normally employed to design jet engines 
and oil pipelines, his been used to calculate 
die optimum design, which uses ‘Intelligent" 
fabrics and straps to give the bust more sup- 
port 

Its creators expect die new design to prove 
so comfortable — while still flattering — that 
Aomen will choose it overconventjonal alter- 
natives. 

Their confidence is shared by at least one 
top manufacturer; who is set to sign an 
international to turn the research into a 
commercial product 

Dr. John Tyree, who leads the team from 
Loughborough University's department of 
mechanical engineering, hopes tbe first bra 
will be cm sale by Easta next year. 

The brassiere's basic design has not 
changed much since the ‘health braided wire 
dress forms" — a design looking tike two sol- 
diers' helmets — was patented in August 
1885. l ass daunting variations emerged in 
1913 when the New York socialite Mary 

PbelpsJacobsgothermaidtosewtwohand- 
keicttiefs and a piece of ribbon together. 


Today, British -women buy 60 million bras 
every year, fuelling an industry with an annu- 
al turn-ova- of £500 million. 

Tyrer’s redesign — dubbed the “Lufbra”— 
is tiie product of fundamental engineering 
principles which had remained undiscovered 
because nobody had a way of measuring the 
faces involved. The team’s previous woric 
involved studying vibrations in space shuttle 
rocket engines, the stresses in bridges and 
even tbe faces that human jawbones endure. 

Tbe engineers used a technique called elec- 
tronic sp&dcle pattern interferometry to study 
the shape of breasts and how they alter as a 
woman moves, and hence calculate how they 
might be best supported 
Tyrersaid conventional bras did not support 
the weight of the bust but strapped the breasts 
tight against tbe chest and transferred the load 
to the wrong parts of the body, often putting 
too much strain at the spine. 

Tbe research team also concluded that the 
measurements used ro determine which size 
of bra a woman needed — chest and cup sire 
— were inadequate. “They tell you nothing 
abort the size or shape of the breast; it’s like 
nyine to determine how much fuel a car lakes 
by measuring its filler cap," said Tyree 
At first glance tbe new bra looks only 
superficially different. But a combination of 
■ ■intelligent" Fabrics and straps allows the 
weight co be evenly distributed from the cups 


throughout the upper torso. ‘It improves the 
shape of the female dramatically and could 
alkw her to maintain tbe shape of her breasts 
throughout her life," Tyrer said. 

Chariooe Wightman. a Bristol osteopath, 
said a bra that did not restrict the movement 
of the chest and gave mote spinal mobility 
would considerably improve women’s health. 

"If the weight of the breasts is better dis- 
tributed, it means the body wiD be less dis- 
torted," she said. 

The average size of breasts has increased in 
recent decades, from a 34B in the 1950s to a 
36C today, said Janice Mee, head of contour 
fashion at De Montfort University in Leices- 
ter. This meant that more women needed 
more support, but modem designs were not 
providing it, she said. 

In a study of the breast shape and sire of 
8,000 women, 70 per cent were found to be 
wearing a bra that did not fit them properly, 
said Stephen Gray, head of the computer 
clothing research centre ai Nottingham Trent 
University. 

However, Gray observed that if little had 
previously been scientifically understood 
about bras, even less was known about men’s 
underwear. “It’s not only women who are get- 
ting a bad deal; there's no statistical informa- 
tion about Y-fi oats,” he said. 

—The Sunday Tunes 


Potassium may protect against stroke 


Reuters 

PEOPLE WHO eat plenty of frits, 
vegetables and whole grains have a 
lower risk of stroke and their high 
potassium content may explain why, 
US. researchers said on Monday. 

The findings add to a growing 
body of evidence that vegetables, 
fruits and grans contain important 
vitamins and minerak that can pro- 
ttet against a range of heart disease, 
including heart atta ck s, high blood 
pressure and clogged arteries. 

Now stroke is added to tbe list of 
diseases that plant foods can protect 


‘The berefiaal effect appears to 
be (be to the high potassium conmu 
Of these (fiets, but other components 


of fruits and vegetaHes may also 
contribute to tbe reduced risk of 
stroke," Alberto Ascberio of the 
Harvard School of Public Health, 
who led the study, said in a state- 
ment- . , 

Ascherio's team studied nearly 
44JXX) men, part of an ongoing reg- 
ular survey of health pofesaonals. 
Those who ate the most potassium 

— they were in the top fifth of potas- 
sium intake — bad a 38 per cent 
lower risk of stroke than iho» in the 

bottom fifth, iky wrote in a report in 

Ae American Heart Association's 
journal Grcufcuioa 
A big potassium intake means a 
lec of vegetables by American aao- 
(janfc—abouL trine servings of fruits 
and vegetables aday. compared with 


four a day in tbe group that ate the 
least. 

A serving is about one medium 
fruit or half u cup of cooked veg- 
etable. 

Foods with a lot of potassium 
indude tomatoes, spinach, bananas 

arri oranges. ‘Tvvo tomatoes and one 

serving of cooked spinach provide 
about one gramme of potassium,” 
Ascherio said. 

Rials and vegetables are also high 
in magnesium and fibre and many 
arc rich in calcium. 

“While the data do not prove a 
canal relationship, there is strong 
support liar a stroke-preventive effect 
fiom dirts rich in potassium, magne- 
sium and cereal fibre," Ascherio said. 

*This was found to te particularly 


me in individuals with high Wood 
pressure, further suggesting that 
high-potassium diets might be bene- 
ficial in this segmen of tbe popula- 
tion." Ascberio said men who were 
taking potassium supplements had a . 
60 per cent lower risk of stroke com- 1 
pored to men with high blood pres- ; 
sure who were not taking thesupple- 
metis. Potassium supplements are ! 
often given to people on diuretics to 
help replxe tbe loss ofthemmeral in . 
their urine. 

Research has shown people who 
eat plenty of fruits, vegetables and 
Mule grains and cut their intake of 
fat and meat can lower their blood 
pressure and reduce not only the risk 
of heart disease hut also of some 
forms of cancet 
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8 Economy 


ILO slams conditions for female labour 
in export-based economic zones 


GENEVA (AFP) — Spe- 
cial economic zones set 
up to attract foreign 
investors to developing 
countries have created 
jobs for millions of 
women but too often 
working conditions and 
wages are poor and local 
economies derive little 
benefit from the zones, a 
critical report has said. 

In the report, the Gene- 
va-based International 
Labour Organisation 
(ILO) said about 27 mil- 
lion workers. 90 per cent 
of them women, were 
employed in more than 
S50 so-called Export Pro- 
cessing Zones (EPZ) 
around the world — a 
trend which bad seen 


rapid development in 
recent decades. 

These EPZs import 
materials from industri- 
alised countries which are 
processed and reexported. 
The zones were usually 
enclaves where factories 
specialised in a single 
type of product: textiles, 
garments, electronics for 
example, and had become 
a key features of the drive 
to globalise the economy, 
the ILO report said. 

“While EPZs are 
undoubtedly huge 

employment generators, 
particularly for women in 
developing countries, too 
many of them continue to 
be hampered by a reputa- 
tion for low wages, poor 


working conditions and 
underdeveloped labour- 
relations systems,” the 
57-page report added. 

Moreover, there was 
often no link between the 
EPZs and the economy of 
the rest of the country, 
said the ILO. Only a 
handful of governments 
had managed to impose 
transfers of technology 
and know-how likely to 
benefit their own indus- 
tries and local workers, 
the report said. 

The highest number of 
EPZs was in North Amer- 
ica — 320 zones in all — 
located along the U.S.- 
Mexican border and rep- 
resenting $5 billion in 
exports for Mexico. 30 


per cent of its total, the 
report said. 

The second area where 
EPZs were most numer-' 
ous was Asia with a total 
of 225 zones: 124 in 
China. 35 in the Philip- 
pines and 26 in Indonesia, 
the ILO noted. 

One of the characteris- 
tics of many EPZs was 
that workers, both men 
and women, were given 
only low-paid jobs requir- 
ing little skill. 

As a result, they were 
regarded as . easily 
replaceable and were 
neglected in social and 
professional relations, the 
ILO said. 

Women were the main 
victims because they 


made up the vast majority 
of EPZ workers and suf- 
fered worse than the men 
from the long working 
days, pittance wages, the 
absence of such support 
structures and nurseries 
and day care centers and 
the often painful nature of 
the work itself, the report 
said. 

The ILO said it was rare 
than even minim al social 
norms, trade union free- 
doms and the principle of 
collective negotiations 
were respected in these 
zones, even when govern- 
ments claimed that 
national labour legislation 
applied also to tbe EPZs. 


Asia’s banks hold $1,1 80b in problem loans — Lehmans 


TOKYO (AFP) — Asia's 
banks are holding SI, ISO 
billion in problem loans and 
face a long, slow road to 
recovery, die U.S. invest- 
ment bank Lehman Broth- 
ers said in a report . 

It will take some S386 bil- 
lion to recapitalise the 
banks, the report said, with 
Japan. South Korea. Thai- 
land and Indonesia the 
region's most troubled 
nations. 

‘This is no small matter to 
deal with and the costs will 
continue to rise until these 
economies get back on their 
feet,” Robert Zielinski, 
Lehman's Asian banking 
analyst, said in the report. 

Securing a recovery 
would take more than just 
pouring money into the 
banks and writing off their 
bad loans, he said. 

Banks in Asia, with China 
and India excluded in the 
report, hold $13,580 billion 
in total assets, of which 15 
per cent are problem loans. 

“We think the collapse of 
the baht in Thailand in July 
1997 was as significant to 
Asia as the fall of the Berlin 
Wall was to Eastern Europe. 
It signalled that the old 


ways of running economies 
and doing business were 
over, particularly for 
lenders and borrowers.” 

Asian countries con- 
trolled their banking indus- 
tries with regulation, direct- 
ed lending, permitted oli- 
gopolies. limiting the num- 
ber of h anks and outright 
state ownership. 

That spiralled out of con- 
trol and left the region in its 
current crisis. On July 2. 
1997, when Bangkok effec- 
tively devalued the baht in a 
free float, the depth of the 
risks became suddenly all 
too clear. 

Japanese banks, are now 
holding problem loans 
worth $842 billion 
Lehmans said, a figure con- 
siderably higher than the 
conservative $650 billion 
admitted by Tokyo. 

Banks' problem loans in 
South Korea total $122 bil- 
lion, in Thailand $80 billion 
and in Indonesia $36 bil- 
lion. 

“A bitter struggle is now 
underway between the old 
Asian economic ideology, 
best exemplified by Japan 
with its bureaucracy, regu- 
lations and lack of trans- 


parency and that of the free 
market," Lehmans indicat- 
ed. “The willingness of 
governments to accept mar- 
ket forces or resist them 
will determine the timing 
and extent of recovery.” 

So far the best progress 
has been made by Thailand, 
Indonesia and South Korea, 
Lehmans said, although 
across the region “govern- 
ments have pursued a hit- 
or-miss approach to 
rebuilding their banking 
industries.” 

In Malaysia however, 
with Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad’s 
recently introduced capital 
controls, the picture is far 
bleaker. 

“Poor policy decisions 
essentially have cut off for- 
eign investment and created 
a major problem in the 
banking system and the 
economy,” the report said. 

Instead Asian nations 
must recognise there is a 
serious problem and start 
taking action, by raising 
interest rates, restricting 
lending and nationalising 
banks. Lehmans said. 

Then improved regula- 
tions should be set down as 


a foundation and banks be 
made to admit the true level 
of their bad loans and 
restructure their assets. 

Finally once investors can 
be confident the worst is 
over, banks should recapi- 
talise, possibly with gov- 
ernment guarantees. Then 
governments should 
reliquify the industry by 
cutting interest rates. 

Le hmans insisted the rest 
of the world’s economies 
should share the burden. 

“If after these countries 
go through the painful 


process of restructuring, 
foreign investors and for- 
eign governments fail to 
show that they support 
these changes when it 
counts, with their pocket- 
books. then it will appear 
all for naught'’ the report 
said 

“Developed countries 
should not have pushed for 
an opening up of capital 
markets if they are unwill- 
ing to deal with the finan- 
cial outcome: the collapse 
of a financial ’bubble,” 
Lehmans concluded. 


Vienna Cafe 

Feel at ease, while enjoying 
your Hubbly Bubbly. 


JORDAN 

TIMES 

5684311 - 

5699634 


When it comes to computerised 


Fuel injected engines auto trans we are second to 
none. Gas and diesel engines. Passenger cars. 

Mid and full size pick-ups. No job is too small or too 
big for us. All works guaranteed for six months 
except electrical components. 

U.S. graduated auto dealers. Free pick-up and deliv- 
ery. Taqash Auto Repair — Bayader Wadi AI Seer 
industrial area, main street, across the street from 
Bavaria Auto Parts Store. 

Please ask for Mahdi — Tel.: 5866201 


Ground floor, 250 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, 2 living rooms, kitchen, central heating 
and telephone. Located in a quiet area near the 
Shmeisani Hospital. 

Annual Rent: JD3,000. 

For mote information please call Tel.: 5686778 


A UNIQUE VILLA FOR SALE OR RENT 

Located at Abdoun, near Orthodox Club. Suitable for 
embassies, diplomatic missions, offices, residence. Land 
area 1,187 sq.m., built area 1,400 sq.m. 

Please call Tel. 5669433-Husam Abu Jaber, Amman 
or 39-458401787 Italy. 


Jordan limes, Monday, October 12, 1998 
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NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Coffee (cflbs) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat (Won) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea (stg/fcg) 
Barley (f/b*h) 
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Accredited Studio & 
workshop courses 


Course Name 


m-yy-M 


Drawing in Shacflng hi pencil to Croat the throe dimensional perspective; 
pencil (1) drawing the still IKaeuch as flowers and fruit baskets. 



Drawing in Differentiating between colors In pencil drawing to produce 
pencil (2) tonalities of color still life such as glass and metal shapes. 


Wm 


Watercolor 

(1) 


Ceramics 

(1) 


Understanding color theory, Painting of color stffl Ute using 
the basic color technique of painting on dry paper. 


Initial instruction in baste decorating and engraving tech- 
niques, hand building of simple objects end ware. 


Ceramics 

(2) 


A continuation of Instruction In traditional handbuMbig 
techniques; Initial instruction in glazing techniques. 


Sculpture I Building sculpture In clay over a wire armature, than making 
(1) | the mold to produce the permanent sculpture. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Top of the head 
5 Declare 

10 Isinglass 

14 Champagne 
bucket 

15 O aw 

16 Press 

17 Start ola 
typing 
exercise? 

20 Skirt edge 

21 Hunter 
constellation 

22 Sty comments 

23 Willingly, once 

24 Equivalent wd. 

25 More of the 
typing 
exercise? 

33 Among the 
quick 

34 Wallach and 
Whitney 

35 Jack of ‘Barney 
Miller- 

36 Emotional aura- 
slang 

37 Computer 
communicator 

39 Light tan 

40 Climbing vine 

41 Norse god 

42 Boisterously 

43 More of the 
typing 
exercise? 

47 Latin greeting 

48 EntT_ 

49 Military 
blockade 

52 Japanese 
immigrant 

54 Ms. Thurman 

57 End of the 
typing 
exercise? 

60 Very dry 

61 Moan 

62 Actress Moreno 

63 Change: pref. 

64 underwater 
breathing 
organs 

65 Stair 

DOWN 

1 Type of helmet 

2 Painful throb 

3 Abound 
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"The turbo button lets me change 
channels faster than the 
human eye can see'” 


By Stephen Ftoreck 
Portland, OR 

4 Period 

5 Sound system 

6 Border duty 

7 Countertenor 

8 Ripped 

9 Opp. of WSW 

10 Quarrying 

11 Teheran's land 

12 Wine stopper 

13 Additional 
conjunctions 

18 French river 

19 Spinning toys 

23 Devotion 

24 Leveling device 

25 Quibble 

26 Martini garnish 

27 Qadcfafi's land 

28 Army doc 

29 Brewed drink 

30 Broad tie 

31 Writer Lofts 

32 ■_ So Vain- 

37 Ala_ 

38 Volga tributary 

39 Highland 
tongue 

41 Raze 

42 Mr. Addams on 
TV 
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44 Buddhist tower 

45 Playful 
prankster 

46 Water, water 
everywhere 

49 Thailand, once 

50 With reference 
to 

51 Cut and splice 


52 Inscription on 
tiie cross 

53 Carrier plane 
feature: abbr. 

54 Module 

55 Apportion (out) 

56 Pronto: abbr. 

58 Easter Item 

59 Tax grp. 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

IRAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Amokf and Hto AigMro 


one letter to each square, to torn 
tour ordinary words. 

1 Oi mm 11 

..3 Oh, no — ETsafl 
vegetarian food 


I (Answers tomorrow) 

Jimttec BRIAR FLOUT EXODUS GENTRY 
Answer What the diver aw when he found the 
sW P* r BCk— HE “TREASURED’ FT 
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Beat 


Malki says £ bright expectations' 
are key to push up investments , growth 


** ABDULLA AL MALKI, a well 
known economic writer and analyst, 
has called for a new economic strategy 
which would, amend the strategy of the 
economic adjustment programme. Lec- 
turing at the Arab Forum on the eco- 
nomic situation in Jordan, Malki said 
that the economic crisis at the begin- 
ning of 1989 has led to the adoption 5 of 
the adjustment programme which 
brought us to the present situation char- 
acterised by recession, poverty, deepen- 
ing unemployment and the same high 
level of foreign debt. 

“We are standing on the threshold of a 
difficult decade while suffering from 
recession and stagnant growth.” the lec- 
turer said describing economic growth 
as the engine of the economy. "When 
there is no growth, problems arise,” 
Malki stressed, as he also emphasised 
that the absence of growth means 
investment shortage. "But why are the 
people not investing?” he exclaimed. 
The answer according to Malki is that 
when there is no expectations for profit 
there is no investment. "One of the cen- 
tral concepts of investment is expecta- 
tion and the expectations in Jordan have 
dimmed,” he said. 

Malki described the adjustment pro- 
gramme as an economic contraction 
measure because it aimed at plugging 
the budget deficit. As such, taxes were 
raised, credits were restricted under 
fixed ceilings and interest rates were 
hiked, he said noting that high interest 
stifles growth and kills investment 
because it would make it expensive. 
Malki, former director general of the 
Association of Banks in Jordan and 


presently the publisher and editor-in- 
chicf of the bimonthly Arabic econom- 
ic magazine Economy Today, indicated 
that the adjustment programme calls for 
opening wide the door for imports 
which he described as die "pipeline of 
economic well-being” As such, he said, 
the economic achievements flow out- 
side. 

The lecturer saw the unsuitable politi- 
cal climate a.s another reason obstruct- 
ing investment. "The Palestinian mar- 
ket is closed, the Syrian market is still 
troubled, the Iraqi market is under siege 
and the Gulf is in difficulty due to low 
oil prices,” he explained. “Under such 
conditions, it is only natural that Jordan 
reaches recession and economic stagna- 
tion he added. 

Malki saw the exit from the present 
situation by feeding optimism in expec- 
tations and by forging a political and 
economic thaw on the Arab- Arab or the 
Arab-Israeli fronts. 

He explained that there are two strate- 
gies to revive any economy: First to 
revitalise the general demand through 
spending and. second, to lower interest 
rates. "These two outlets contradict the 
adjustment programme and that 
requires amending the strategy. 

Malki concluded by calling for 
"organising imports” and encouraging 
expons. At the same lime, he highlight- 
ed the investments of the potash and 
phosphate companies and described 
them as "promising” (Al Dustour). 


Saudi Arabia to study use of oil futures 


NEW YORK (R) — In a 
move that could ultimately 
have u significant impact 
on world oil markets, Saudi 
Arabia’s state oil company, 
Saudi Aramco, is to study 
the use of futures and other 
derivatives as a tool to 
hedge against falling oil 
prices. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest oil producer and 
exporter, has tong shunned 
the use of futures, largely 
because of worries that its 
participation in the market 
would he so influential, 
akin to the Federal 
Reserve's position in the 
money markets. 

However, futures have 
come to play a pivotal role 
in setting world oil prices 
since they began in the 
1970s and other world oil 
producers, such as 
Venezuela and Mexico, 
have started derivatives 
trading operations to uy to 
manage their price risk. 

Also, the latest collapse 
of world oil prices over the 
past year has led Saudi Ara- 
bia and others to consider 
changing the old order, 
which was dominated by 
the group quota system of 
the Organisation of Petrole- 
um Exporting Countries 
(OPECi. And within Saudi 
Arabia, there has been a 
move toward liberalising 
the economy, including 
recent talks by heir appar- 
ent Crown Prince Abdullah 
with oil company execu- 
tives about the possibility 
of participation in some 
parts of the Saudi energy 
sector, such as natural gas 


and power. 

The derivatives training 
course for the Saudi execu- 
tives is ro be run by the 
New York Mercantile 
Exchange (NYMEX i. the 
world’s largest exchange 
for oil and other energy 
futures. It is expected to 
begin in early November 
and cover all aspects of 
futures, options and other 
derivative securities trad- 
ing, including accounting 
and the hack office systems 
needed to support such an 
operation, according to 
sources familiar with 
Aramco \s plans. 

“It’s a big deal.” said Ed 
KrapeLs, director of Energy 
Security Analysis Inc. in 
Boston’ and an energy 
derivatives expen. "It's a 


good sign and in keeping 
with other moves to liber- 
alise.” 

Its impact on Saudi Ara- 
bia and on the oil markets 
depends on whether und 
how the Saudis follow 
through on their initial 
study of the futures market. 
If they lake a very conserv- 
ative approach and slowly 
build up a programme 
designed to smooth the 
impact of volatile oil prices 
on the country's revenues, 
which have been cut 50 per 
cent over the past year, then 
the impact would be 
benign, Krapels said. But if 
they were to view the dem - 
atives markets as a method 
to try to prop up oil prices, 
then it could be very disrup- 
tive. 


“The analogy with the 
Federal Reserse (Fed) is a 
good one because the Fed 
has influence, but it’s limit- 
ed," said Krapels. "If the 
market thought the Saudis 
had a view on where prices 
ought to be. it would trade 
against that view. That 
would be a fool's game and 
never succeed. 

"if I was their advisor. I'd 
say stan small and gradual- 
ly build up." said Krapels. 
who adds that the whole 
process of putting together 
a sophisticated hedging 
operation could lead Saudi 
Arabia to break a long tra- 
dition and allow- some of its 
physical crude oil to trade 
freely. 

The decision is likely to 
be hoilv debated within 


Saudi Arabia. 

“Other countries do it — 
Mexico and Venezuela — 
but for Saudi Arabia, ir’s 
different," said a consultant 
currently working for Saudi 
Arabia, who didn't want to 
be named. "The problem 
for the market is that Saudi 
Arabia has better informa- 
tion than anyone else." 

He said that Saudi Arabi- 
an officials understand that 
if their trading in the futures 
market became a liability, it 
would undermine the mar- 
ket's integrity and kill 
futures trading. So. they are 
likely to be extremely care- 
ful in their approach to the 
market as destroying 
futures trading would not 
be in their long-term inter- 
est. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19) Today looks slightly diffi- 
cult, with problems at home 
demanding attention. Tuesday 
and Wednesday will be a lot 
more fun, but don’t let it inter- 
fere with your work. Definite- 
ly put fun aside on Thursday 
and Riday. Accuracy is very important then. Relax over the 
weekend by doing whatever your mate wants. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Comfort a loved .one today 
and get the same back in return. Your stresses get worse before 
they get better, as you face a work-related decision Tuesday or 
Wednesday. Not to wony. You'll live through it By Thursday 
or Friday, you’ll be ready to celebrate. The weekend will be 
busv again, but by then it’ll be more fun. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Don't throw your money 
around today. You’ll feel better if you save iL Over the next 
few days, study ways to make your sweetheart happy. Fix up 
your place on Thursday and Friday so you can entertain 
romantically over the weekend. You’ll be in the mood for love. 
Your significant other probably will be, too. so plan ahead. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) Someone doesn't want to 
mind you. Make sure you make your point, even if you have 
to say it three or four times. It’ll be even harder tomorrow. On 
Thursday and Friday, an ally comes to your aid. but over the 
weekend a loved wall get his or her way. Stop worrying. It 11 
be more fun than you expected, and probably not as expensive. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Presaire could get uncomfort- 
able today, but don't despair. Tuesday and Wednesday are 
yours. Others will jump to do your bidding. Get practical on 
Thursday and Friday, and you can generate more income. 
Spend quickly but wisely on Saturday, and share your triumph 
with close friends and neighbours on Sunday. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Friends can help solve 
a financial dilemma, with advice rather than a loan. Follow it 
on Tuesday and Wednesday and you’ll make your life easier. 
Towards the end of the week, offer suggestions and give a few 
orders yourself. You know’ what's really going on, so don i let 
the others make a mistake out of foolishness. On Sunday, 
indulge yourself. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Mind an older person 
today .inH you'll make points. Help out with a team effort on 
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Tuesday and Wednesday. The 
next few days are a little more 
difficult, as you tally your 
points. Neatness counts, too. 
You can relax on the week- 
end. You’ll be awesome then. 
Besides, you’ll have already 
won your game. 

SCORPIO: l October 23 to November 2 1 ) Let a foreigner into 
your heart today. You’ll want to keep that one there for a long, 
longtime. Fpidpu,t.jyhat^n older per§gft. w^^oqTuesda^ ^ 
> vou.can provkJ^.byJAKJnesday. You s u c c e ed through serv- 
ing well on Thursday, with the help of-your fiiendp. Put on thp , 
final touches Friday, and gather with buddies to celebrate Sat- 
urday. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Count 
your money, including what you can borrow. You may soon 
get an opportunity to do something you’ve always wanted. 
Looks like travel associated with education, so check out those 
options. Thursday and Friday, your career demands attention. 
There are a couple of excellent opportunities, so move quick- 
ly. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You’re facing 
challenge at work, but you can rise to the occasion. Make an 
older person’s mind up and you could win the promotion. 
Count your money on Tuesday and Wednesday, and the other 
people’s money too. Never hurts to know who has what. Wan- 
derlust strikes Thursday through Saturday. See if you can get 
time off. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 io February 19) Travel is good all 
this week, so you really ought to be on vacation. If you still 
have a couple of things to do, finish them oft' quickly. Tuesday 
and Wednesday, a partner demands your attention. Shop for 
provisions Thursday and Friday. You’ll get the best deals then. 
Launch your expedition on Saturday, and go through Sunday. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) An attractive person is 
watching you right now, but take care. The attention may 
cause conflict elsewhere in your life. Tuesday and Wednesday 
are intense workdays. Avoid an argument with your partner or 
Thursday or Friday. Reach an agreement with your mate on 
Saturday, then buy something you want together on Sunday. 

Birthstone of September: Opal — Tourmaline 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 


A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


il At Am ra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 





Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information calty 

Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605/5920609/079-300071 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.io 



Studio & Workshop 
Courses 



Opowt AdeOuM. Oh Ammo* 



QuaPty Serviced Suites 

a- O ne & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Slay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

c-mntl : erysttlfr go.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Profesoionel qualUyki 
1 hweeryfoe 
Develop your colour film 
at our chop and get: 

* JUMBO photo Mm 
30% huger. . " 

* Free enlargement 
20x30cm. 


Shmefsanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swetffeh Tel: 622891 



*P 

152353^- Perfumes 
StuGbrses - Leather- Peru 

Ife&NftiWNT VERSACE 


Vtoft Us At j 

www. v Iparab .conVvl pglft 


Shaban Inti Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
|Ts» : 5933084 - Fax : 59330851 


1 

imida 
FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Banl Hamids Weavings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
- Rugs . Cushions 
* Wallhangtngs * Runners 

Open dally from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10 KM till 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow SL 

Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 



/ niquf ikfiiipifi... 

for l nitjuo yxonU 

•Jr. L‘:h5-*-2 7i>' iiilTO 
Down. town Tel.; 4655817 
www.imseeh.com 


PLHZB UIDEO 



_ yy 



_c/ ertise in this 

% TION CALL 


• • _. .-■•aakagaiB 1 . — 

5684311 -5699634 EXT. 42 



u FOR 
[RENT 

npfnxe Villas 




Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SflNDBEL 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 
M 5864230 -58651 S7 
Mobile: 079/37588 




frsrAJk.Ctdski 


L’olivier Restaurant 

& 

Abdoun 5929564 


The Only Address You 
Need To Know . . . 

. . . Other Than Your Own 


DA JANI 

J cuL'I’crs 

At.Amna Hotel Shops, Amman 


Tel: 5930054 

4th Circle, 

opposite Belgian Embassy 


discount on 
original CD's 


Now available 
"FRIENDS SERIES" 
and many more . 


24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIRCONDfTIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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io Sports 


England in danger of missing 


out on Euro 2000 


LONDON ( AFP) — The unpalatable 
truth is finally beginning to sink in. A 
much-hyped but grossly under- 
achieving England team are in grave 
danger of failing to qualify for the 
2000 European Championships. 

The heat is on coach Glenn Hoddle, 
whose team followed their opening 
2-1 qualifying loss to Sweden with a 
dire 0-0 draw with Bulgaria at 
Wembley on Saturday. 

The England fans booed their team 
off the pitch and Hoddle admitted his 
players deserved it. If England are 
unable to win away to lowly 
Luxembourg on Wednesday night, 
their qualifying campaign may be 
over before it has begun. 

They currently have just one point 
from two Group Five matches, five in 
arrears of leaders Poland. 

"There was justification for the 


boos, we let ourselves down,” admit- 
ted Hoddle after England created 
only one real scoring chance against 
a makeshift Bulgarian outfit. 

Hoddle knows his job could be on 
the line if England flop again against 
the part-timers of Luxembourg. 

Already the English press, long 
critical of him for his perceived arro- 
gance and controversial use of faith- 
healer Eileen Drewery. are sharpen- 
ing their knives. 

“We've Hodd enough.” screamed 
the headline in the tabloid News of 
the World. which described 
England's performance as “a dis- 
grace”. 

"They were clueless, hopeless and 
gormless,” the paper added, suggest- 
ing Hoddle should stand down. 

The broadsheet Sunday Times was 
equally scathing with a headline of 


“Hoddle Crisis’' and a report that the 
coach is “on the brink”. 

The Observer, a broadsheet which 
favours analysis over hysteria, repeat- 
ed that England are “on the road to 
nowhere" and accused Hoddle of 
. having “lost the plot”. 

The truth is, despite one superb, 
albeit losing, performance in foe 
World Cup finals a gains t Argentina, 
England appeared to lose foe plot a 
long time ago. 

The statistics tell their own story 
and it is not a comforting one for 
England, despite their players contin- 
uing to insist they might have won 
foe World Cup "with a little lucid'. 

In their last five matches, England 
have won just once. At foe World Cup 
they beat Tunisia and Colombia, but 
lost to Romania and then to 
Argentina in a penalty shootout in the 


second round. Prior to the World Cup 
the warning signals were there as 
they played goalless draws with 
Saudi Arabia and Belgium a nd man- 
aged a 1-0 win over Morocco. 

Now foe loss to Sweden and draw 
with Bulgaria may have seriously 
dented the team’s self-belief. 

England have several concerns as 
they prepare for foe Luxembourg 
match. Midfielder Jamie Redknapp 
will be suspended after picking up a 
yellow card for foe second straight 
match. Fellow midfielder Paul Ince is 
still suspended and skipper Tony 
Adams is snuggling to recover from 
a back problem. 

Thin g s look bleak for Hoddle — 
but a week is a long time in profes- 
sional football and a convincing win 
over Luxembourg could still turn 
things around for him. 


Turkey shock Germany 1-0; Italy win 2-0 


LONDON (AP) — Turkey 
shocked defending European 
champion Germany 1-0 
Saturday on a late goal by 
Hakan Sukur. but World Cup 
champion France had a better 
fate in qualifying play for 
Euro 2000 with a 3-2 victory 
in Russia on a late winner by 
Alain Boghossian. 

In another key match. 
.Alessandro Del Piero scored 
twice to break a goal slump as 
Italy beat Switzerland 2-0 to 
stay atop Group 1 with a max- 
imum six points. 

Playing in Bursa, Turkey, 
Germany's revamped team 
and new coach — Erich 
Ribbeek — dropped its open- 
ing game in qualifying while 
Turkey has won its first two in 
Group 3. 

In the 70th minute, 

Abdullah Ercan sent in across 
that German goalkeeper 

Oliver Kahn raced to control. 
But he collided with his libero 
Jens Nowotny. With foe ball 
bouncing free. Kahn fumbled 
another attempt to punch it 
away, landing foe ball onto 
Hakan 's head. 

The Turkish striker's header 
bounced off the post, hit the 
clumsy Kahn and rolled over 
the line. 

The victory set off wild cel- 
ebrations — not just in 
Turkey — but in Germany as 
some of the two million Turks 
who live in Germany took to 
foe streets to celebrate. 

In Moscow. Alain 
Boghossian scored in the 8 1st 
as France won 3-2 over 
Russia in Group 4. The World 
Cup champions opened last 
month with a disappointing I- 
I draw with Iceland and 
Russia lost 3-2 to Ukraine. 

Nikolas Anelka scored in 
foe 1 3th for France and 
Robert Pires made it 2-0 15 
minutes later. Igor Yanovsky 
made it 2-1 on a header in foe 
45th and Alexander Mostovoi 
equalised in foe 55fo from a 
free kick that beat keeper 
Bernard Lama. 

In Udine, Italy. Del Piero 
scored against Switzerland in 
foe 19th and 62nd in a com- 



Italian Filippo Inzaghi fR) is stopped by Swiss Stephane 
Hencboz daring their Euro 2000 qualifyng match in 
Udine. Italy won 2-0 with two goals by Alessandro Del 
Piero (Reuters photo) 


fortable win for Italy before 
38,000 at Friuli stadium. The 
Juventus star had scored only 
once in his last 16 games for 
club and country. He finished 
off a slick three-man play for 
the early goal and then spun 
in a free kick from just outside 
the penalty area. 


Elsewhere on a day of 20 
qualifiers: 

• GROUP 1: 

In Copenhagen, Denmark, 
Adrian Wiliams and Craig 
Bellamy scored in foe second 
half to give Wales a 2-1 win 
over Denmark. 

Soeren Frederiksen gave 
Denmark a 1-0 lead in foe 
58th, but Williams tied a 
minute later and Bellamy — a 
substitute — got the winner 
four minutes from the end 
Mogens Krogh played goal 
for foe injured Danish - keeper 
Peter Schmeichel. Wales has 
three points and Denmark 


one. 

• GROUP 2: 

In Riga, Latvia, Lativa fol- 
lowed its shock victory over 
Norway with an impressive 1- 
0 victory over Georgia to stay 
atop foe group with six points. 
On a wet, sometimes foggy 
pitch. Latvia scored only three 
minutes into the match with a 
comer kick by Marian Pahar 
that was deftly tapped in by 
Andrei Shtolcer. 

In Ljubljana, Slovenia, 
Norway came from behind to 
beat Slovenia 2-1. Zlarko 
Zahovic opened in foe 24th, 
his third in two qualifying 
games. But Tore Andre Flo 
scored in foe final seconds of 
the first half and Kjetil Rekdal 
got foe winner in foe 80fo 
when be redirected a deflect- 
ed free-kick into foe goal. 

•GROUP 3: 

In Belfast Northern Ireland 
Keith Rowland scored in the 
31st minute as Northern 


Ireland beat Finland 1-0. The 
win atoned for Northern 
Ireland's 3-0 drubbing from 
Turkey in its Euro opener last 
month. Finland beat Moldova 
3-2 last month. 

•GROUP 4: 

In Andorra La Vella, 
Andorra, Vitaly Kosovsky 
and Serhiy Rebrov scored as 
Ukraine defeated Andorra 2- 
0. Ukraine has six points in 
two matches. 

In Yerevan, Armenia, 
A rmenia and Iceland played a 
0-0 tie before 17,000 in Ararat 
stadium. 

•GROUPS: 

In Warsaw, Poland Poland 
stayed atop the group with six 
points in two games after a 3- 
0 win over Luxembourg. 
Jerzy Brzeczek opend foe 
scoring in the 19fo, striker 
Andrzej Juskowiak made it 2- 
0 on a header in the 33id and 
Miroslaw Trzeciak scored cm 
another header in foe 64fo 

In London, the 0-0 
England-Bulgaria - draw is 
bound to increase the pressure 
on England coach Glenn 
Hoddle, who has been widely 
criticized for foe club's play 
following a 2-1 loss last 
month in Sweden. Bulgaria 
lost its opener last month to 
Poland 343 and now is under a 
new coach Dimitar Dimitrov. 

•GROUP 6: 

In Lamaca, Cyrpus, Austria 
won 3-0 after Cyprus was 
reduced to 10 mean early in 
the game. Harald Ceray 
scored twice — in the 53rd 
and 61st — and Harmes 
Reinmayr got foe other in the 
74th. 

Austria has four points, foe 
same as Israel. 

In Serravalle, San Marino, 
Israel routed San Marino’s 
collection of amateur players 
5-0. 

•GROUP 7: 

In Porto, Portugal a 90th 
minute goal by Dorinel 
Munteanu gave Romania, 
playing with 10 men for foe 
final 20 minutes, a 1-0 victory 
over Portugal The win gave 
Romania six point in two 
games, foe same as Slovakia. 


Bogdan Stelea saved a 22nd- 
minute Portuguese penalty, 
and Munteanu scored from a 
free-kick in the dying seconds 
when Romania was under 
fierce Portuguese pressure. 

In Vaduz. Liechtenstein, 
Slovakia defeated 

Liechtenstein 4-0 with two 
goals from Robert Tomascbek 
and one each from Miroslav 
Sovic and Peter Dubuvsky. 

In Baku, Azerbaijan, 
Hungary won 4-0 with goals 
from Phi Dardai, Bela Hies, 
Istvan Pisont and Mfldos 
Fefaer. 

•GROUP 8: 

In Valletta, Malta, Croatia 
came from behind to beat 
modest Malta 4-1. The 
Maltese, who have usually 
served as a punching bag for 
Europe’s top teams, took a 1- 
0 lead on Hubert Suda’s 
penalty kick in the 28th. 
Croatia rallied with two goals 
Davor Vugrinec — making 
his debut — and one each 
from Dario Simic and Davor 
Suker 

•GROUP 9: 

In Sarajevo, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, . the Czech 
Republic clinched a 3-1 away 
victory on goals by Miroslav 
Baranjek, Vladimir Smicer 
and Patrick Berger. Substitute 
Marko Tbpic scored for 
Bosnia. The Czechs lead 
group with six points in two 
games. 

In Edinburgh, Scotland, 
Billy Dodds scored his sec- 
ond in the 84th minute to give 
Scotland a come-firom-bemnd 
3-2 win over Estonia. Dodds 
came off the bench and scored 
his first a minute after raking 
die field to level at 1-1 in foe 
70th. Maksim Smirnov gave 
Estonia foe lead in foe 76th, 
but Scotland leveled an own- 
goal by Sergei Hohlov- 
Simson in the 78th. Hohlov- 
Simpsoa scored for Estonia in 
the 35th. 

In Vilnius, L ith uania, 
Lithuania and Faeroe Islands 
played a 0-0 draw. The 
islanders have one point in 
four games and Lithuania hac 
two points in two. 


Kareem, Moses to lead ex-NBA stars on Chinese tour 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — China 
might end up seeing foe closest thing 
to National Basketball Association 
excitement that will be generated foe 
rest of this year. 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Moses 
Malone lead a team of former NBA 
stars that departs here Monday for a 
four-game Chinese tour. 

With NBA owners and current 
players feuding over money and on 
foe verge of shutting down foe sea- 
son for foe first time in history, foe 
XNBA Legends tour might be foe 
best basketball going for quite a 
while. 

"I’m sure China's national team 
will give us all we can handle” 


XNBA coach Oscar Robertson said. 
‘They have won 11 of the last 13 
Asian championships and they have 
outstanding talent'’ 

The Americans will play China's 
national team October 16 and 18 in 
Shanghai October 20 in Hefei and 
October 23 in Beijing. US players 
will conduct clinics October 15 and 
17 in Shanghai and October 23 in 
Beijing. 

“Asia is foe fastest growing basket- 
ball market in the world” Robertson 
said. ‘The ' Asian Basketball 
Confederation extends from Saudi 
Arabia to Japan and consists of 
leagues in 40 countries, including 
India, Taiwan, foe Philippines, 


Indonesia, Korea and China.” 

Abdul-Jabbar, 51, will be matched 
against China's 18-year-old, 2.3- 
metre center Yao Ming. 

“They are anxious to see how they 
match up against NBA talent and 
they are eager to learn whatever they 
can” Robertson said. “More than 
230 million Chinese men and 
women play foe game. 

“China and other Asian countries 
have not been able to generate the 
international level of interest and 
player exchanges that foe European 
leagues have. Our tour will help in 
that respect I'm sure there will be 
many more visits by American teams 
and individual players." 


Abdul-Jabbar played on six NBA 
championship teams and Was a six- 
time NBA Most Valuable Player. He 
retired in 1989 after 20 seasons as 
the NBA all-time leader in 20 cate- 
gories, including career points with 

38387. 

Malone, 35, is ranked third among 
NBA all-time scorers. He is a six- 
time NBA reboonding champion and 
a three-time NBA MVP. 

Other U.S. players making foe trip 
include Alex English, Walter Davis, 
Adrian Dantley, Tom Chambers, 
Kiki Vandewcghe, Alton Lister, 
Lazarus Sims, Darnell Valentine, Jay 
Humphries and Frank Brickowski. 
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A motorcycle rider at the start of the International Egypt October 98 rally pass- 
es in front of the 4^500 year-old pyramids on Egypt’s Giza plateau October 11. 
About 400 contestants from more than a dozen countries are participating in the 
3,000 km race through Egypt (Reuters photo) 


Rain postpones Shanghai final 


SHANGHAI (AFP) — The final of foe Shanghai Open 
tennis tournament between top-seeded Croatian Goran 
Ivanisevic and second-seeded American Michael Chang 
was Sunday postponed because of rain. The doubles final 
between world number one tandem Todd Woodbridge and 
Mark Woodforde of Australia and Leander Paes and 
Mabesh Bhupathi of India was also postponed. Both 
finals are now scheduled to be played on Monday, weath- 
er permitting. 


Camenzind wins world title 


VALKENBURG, Netherlands (AFP) — Oscar 
Camenzind of Switzerland, without a race win previously 
this year, on Sunday won foe men’s road race at foe world 
cycling championships. Camenzind, 27, finished well 
clear of second-placed Belgian Peter Van Petegem and 
third-placed Italian Michele Bartoli after 258 gruelling 
kilometres in diffi cult wet conditions. Camenzind gave 
Switzerland their third world title in foe event and their 
first since Ferdi Kubler won in 1951. 


Henry replaces injured Petit 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Monaco striker Thieny Henry' was 
Sunday recalled to foe French squad as a replacement for 
injured midfielder Emmanuel Petit Henry, a member of 
France’s World Cup-winning squad, was omitted from foe 
team which scored a 3-2 win away to Russia in a Group 
Four Euro 2000 qualifier here on Saturday. Petit who suf- 
fered a muscle injury to his left thigh during foe game, 
will miss France’s match against Andorra at the Stade de 
France on Wednesday night. Petit will return to London, 
where he plays for Arsenal rather than staying with foe 
French squad, said coach Roger Lemene. 


Marsch lifts Fire past Galaxy 


PASADENA (AFP) — Jesse Marsch scored in foe 86fo 
minute to give foe Chicago Fire a 1-0 victory over foe Los 
Angeles Galaxy here Saturday in foe first game of the 
Major League Soccer semi-finals. The victory gives foe 
first-year expansion club a 1-0 lead in the best-of-three 
series with match two set for Friday at Chicago, The 
Galaxy, which had the best regular season record in foe 
league, must win to force a third match back here October 
21 if it is to have any hope of playing in foe MLS cham- 
pionship game. The MLS final is here on foe Galaxy's 
home turf at foe Rose Bowl on October 25. The Fire- 
Galaxy winner will face foe survivor between two-time 
reigning champion D.C. United and foe Columbus Crew, 
who open their best-of-foe semi-final series Sunday in 
Washington. 


Mitchell takes title 


PARIS (AFP) — Sharmba Mitchell of the United States 
became foe new World Boxing Association (WBA) light- 
welterweight champion here Saturday when he unani- 
mously outpointed French titleholder Khalid Rahilou over 
twelve punishing rounds. It was foe 28-year-old American 
southpaw’s 43rd victory in 45 professional bouts while 
Rahilou has now lost three of 34 contests. 


Rain suspends Palermo tourney 


PALERMO (AP) — Top seeded A lex Corretja of Spain 
held a 7-5, 3-0 lead Saturday against Argentina's Mariano 
Puerta when rain forced suspension of their semifinal at 
foe ATP Palermo clay court tennis tournament. The two 
will continue foe match Sunday, followed by the second 
semifinal, pitting Spain's Galo Blanco against Argentina’s 
Franco Squillari. Corretja, the French Open runner-up, 
has dropped just one set this week at the $340,000 event! 


TEL; 5934793 
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PHILADELPHIA '2' 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLERIA 1 


GALLERIA 2 


Bruce Willis .. in 


Jennifer Tilly & 
Gina Gershon .. in 


Comedian Adel Imam .. in 


LAST MAN 
STANDING 


NASSER 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:l5,8i30,l<fc30 


ABDOUN 

tmmD.cns.com.jo/Gallem 


ABDOUN n ; 
wwzo.cnscom .joj Galleria 

Lesley Nielsen ..in 


MR. MAGOO 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


BOUND ARMAGEDDON MR. MAGOO 

Shows: 6:30, 9:30 UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows* 12:30 3 30 615 Additional shows Thursday and - Shows 330 , 530 only Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30,1030 


Friday evenings at 12 -30 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Two hum- * jz 

died competitors represent- ‘p". 1 .- -• -• 

ing 16 countries revved up *1.. ’;.- . ■ . 

foe engines of cars, trucks •. -„;i 

and motorcycles on Sunday v 

to mark foe start of foe Rally ‘ ' V. .. ■ - 

of Egypt, taking off fbr.the 1 l ,’- r c 

desert from foe Pyramids. . ' . 

The seven-stage rally will ^ ; 
cover 2,400 kilonotres 1 ‘ . ‘ ,1- 

(1,488 miles) of desert. ' ’ 

Competitors will drive ‘ ‘ ' . . . “ ‘ 
through foe oases of Farafra ■ ' ‘ 
and Siwa near the borders . 
with Libya and form a loop * ; r * 

to return to Giza, just south .J _ . 
of Cairo and home to foe ' : ' 

Pyramids. _ i-V 

Five' ambulances, A hospr- ’I* — 

l ’tal-tmck, force helicoptets.^A 
and 13 support vehicles will ' JfJ] D T3 S 3 f 
follow the competitors who r 
will be aboard 100 care. 20 j \ / ■ 
motorcycles and 20 tracks. HQ V I S Hi FI t 
Competitors from Italy, 

France, Belgium, Spain,. .... _ 

The Netherlands, ' “ -■ 

| Switzerland, Denmark. • v 

Britain, Sweden, Japan, foe : - 

United Arab Emirates, r - 

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait z * mm - m 

and host country Egypt are ■ '■ . 
participating in foe ralfy. . .. 

The race is organised by .k v ^ 

the Italian company JVD, - S\ 

whose president is veteran • 

Belgian pilot Jacky Ickx. ..... 

The race was initially •...* * 

dubbed the Pharaohs Rally ^ ' • " • •' -he t 

and held annually since ^ 

1982. It was cancelled in 1 ' “ “ 

1995 because of a disagree- I\.. 
ment among organisers and /’ - \'-c ris 

again in 1997 when one of g J "' ; c 
the key organisers was foe 
victim of a car crash. T 

“We’ve got big names in 
foe racing world partitipat- •. ' __ w ^ 

ing in this year’s rally” Ickx ‘ k;. . , ' r . J 

told AFP. '' ' 

“Egypt is a magnifirient , u r ‘ "i. j. 
country and provides an a T ~ 

excellent terrain for this " ” •> — 

kind of rally-raid competi- ;•••-! ~ ' 
tion,” ‘•■-r r 

He expressed hope that in ' ... . fT' 

future the rally would attract ~ 

more participants. , ‘ ' : r*e t 

The .Pharaohs Rally c l.. 
attracted 1.000 participants 
at its peak in 1990 but foe ,] ~ 

launch by Isl amis t groups of ^ L- S ) ' T '-^pra; 
a campaign of violence two . r . 

years later speared to have ' s R . 
discouraged many racers. - *’ fl. t 1 ^ r 

The Egyptian army is —Her. r 

helping in the logistical — 

pi’eparaiictti of foe rally and U ^ISHpn — — 
participating with four vehi- OR ( 

cles - '^ Jl l ^, er 

But before the soldiers- • * v Grc UP)C „ 1 1 M ** 

turned-racers could rev up ° Cr& ' , 3rt; 

foeir cars on Sunday , IQ , z iru 

soldiers from foe elite 
Hagana border guards set > v > ^ n€n - n 
■the show on foe road with a - i, V|. r °^ T trx 
camel race across foe desert ’ sh wter- 

sands. ^ 
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lympic torch relay to start 
Australia’s red centre 


PNEV 

itraJian 

c il( mpic 


(AFP) — 
leg of 

torch relay 


The 

the 

will 


f- 100-day journey at 

' in the dead heart of 

V* ru : 


-gypt October 


*’ s >ua platea^-'fe 
nines are 


^ country, Olympics 
^er Michael Knight 
d sere Sunday. 

■jjc torch will be flown in 
01 Papua New Guinea on 
g, 2000 , more than 
ge months before the 
A of the Sydney Games. 
Commonwealth Games 
^ medallist sprinter Nova 
fis-Kneebone will be the 
jt torch bearer and it will 
0 be carried around the 


Participant^ 0 f Uluru, formerly 


I 


I 


ta l 


,1 • I 


ri' 


Rally 

of E 9y»s 

! Kicks oft 

’ from fooi 
of 

Pyramids 


own as Ayer's Rock near 
ice Springs, by represen- 
jvt$ of the traditional 

■Uluru is not only known 
irldwide, but is also a 
ge of immense historical 
cultural significance,” 
right said at the official 

nouncement 


at 


the 


Sydney Olympic Stadium 
site, in the city's west. 

Knight was flanked by tra- 
ditional Aborigine owners 
of Kata Tjuta National Park, 
which encompasses Uluru, 
as he made the announce- 
ment. 

“Lots of areas had legiti- 
mate claims for the starting 
point but what better sym- 
bol of national unity could 
there be than to go to the 
very centre of our country” 
Knight said. 

“It is in the geographical 
heart of Australia, is of great 
spiritual significance to 
many Australians and is part 
of the outback character of 
Australians.” 

The Olympic torch will be 
taken to all of Australia's 
states and territories on its 
route, which is designed to 
pass within one hour's drive 
of up to 93 per cent of 
Australia's IS noli lion popu- 
lation. 



Games organisers have 
guaranteed that 75 per cent 
of the 10,000 torch bearers 
or 2.500 escort runners will 


be members of the 
Australian public with the 
remainder consisting of 
sponsors and officials. 


Sydney Olympics committee awaits 
government backing on taxes 


fDNEY (AFP) — The Sydney 
lympics budget would blow out 


c > AFPi 51 10 million ($67 million) if the 
~-j «. 'mpeiiiur.^,'jsnalian government reneged on a 
r -vutm* rewire to keep the games free of a 
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-'jutm- r^i 'idge to keep the games 
rntinc-. o; ^ I jods and Services Tax, Olympics 
r ; . Minister Michael Knight said Sunday. 
: ih; '.-jn .^rSnight said it would be extremely 

: ukm; t-fficult to run the 2000 Games if the 

’-...niihip'^enipuoD was not honoured by the 
Tr.r ua i^aliticxi government. 

. . -.i- : :’axi‘^The Howard government was 
; Vtcl Mined to power in last week’s elec- 

m with what it said was a mandate 
the country's voters to legislate 

.If the federal government 


went 


UvtL 

on its commitment we would 
;.>e to degrade the quality of the 
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mes,” Knight said here. 


Knight, from the opposing Labor 
Party, raised concerns about the possi- 
bility^ of a GST on athletes' food and 
other services during the sporting 
showpiece. 

“There is absolutely no way of 
recovering those costs — it would 
probably cost us another $110 mil- 
lion,” he said. 

“What I would seek from (Treasurer) 
Peter Costello is an honouring of the 
government's commitment that 
(Games organisers) SOCOG doesn’t 
pay sales tax. income tax and in the 
case of a GST replacing any of those 
taxes, we would expect not to be pay- 
ing a GST” 

Costello on Sunday said GST tax 
legislation had to be passed through 
both houses of parliament without 


delay in order fur it to be in place for 
the Olympics. 

Costello said there was a window of 
opportunity to allow passage of the 
new tax laws and their timely imple- 
mentation before September 2000 
Olympics. 

The GST is planned to be introduced 
on July 1,2000. 

“When Australians so to Olympics 
overseas, they pay value added taxes, 
they pay GST,” he said on the Nine 
Network's Sunday program. 

“Why would we not want people 
coming to Australia to make a contri- 
bution to taxes. 

“So we decided it was important to 
have the GST in place before the 




1**1. rv-rs 




ICS. 

l-jrs * 


U.S. path 
to Sydney 


gets detour 


COLORADO SPRINGS 
(AFP) — The United States 
has a new detour in plans to 
defend their Olympic basket- 
ball crown in 2000 at Sydney 
now chat Mexico has backed 
out as host of a qualifying tour- 
nament. 

The 1999 Tournament uf the 
Americas had been set for 
Guadalajara next July 14-25 
but Mexican organisers backed 
out and the Confederation of 
Pan Amerietin Basketball 
Associations (COPaBA) 
seeks a new site. 

Only two teams will qualify 
for Sydney from a Geld of 
eight to U) and the U.S. team 
must reach the final to reach 
Sydney. 

U.S. officials have not decid- 
ed wltedKr or not d*y should 
field a “Dream Team” lineup 
of NBA talent similar to the 
squads that brought home gold 
medals from Barcelona in 
1992 and Atlanta in 1996. 

USA Basketball will discuss 
the ftiiure at an annual meeting 
November 9 and 10 in Atlanta. 

The NBA owners and play- 
er: might still be locked in a 
labor light by then. The season 
is unlikely to open November 
3 as planned. 

If the labor feud wipes out 
the entire season, U.S. officials 
might not be able to assemble 
an NBA team and might be left 
to make a qualifying effort 
with college or minor leaguers. 

A minor league team placed 
third at the World 
Championships in Greece and 
a college team wun the 
Goodwill Games. 

The decision for 1999 would 
not be binding on the 2000 
squad should the U.S. qualify a 
team, but officials will likely 
set one plan for the entire 
Sydney Olympic effort and 
stick with it- .. 
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Padres on verge of return 
to World Series 
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Saar- (AFP) — The two top-ranked players in the 

-> i — American Pete Sampras and Australian Pat Rafter 

_ s Atifr'. Jr- head a strong entry for the $800,000 Vienna Trophy ATP 

atj £«r event which begins here on Monday. 

Sj-L. ^ESainpras and Rafter, who is chasing the American s No.l 

r;i ‘ : ranking, both suffered shock early losses in this 

• - "rj::-:** - ° . „ . , , 

~. i .KS'-wk’s Basle tournament m Switzerland. 

- • Ihumament. director Leo-Gunther Hunter said the field, 

rr^iich features seven of the world's top 10 players, is the 

-if-;/ 1 !' ... i.'ongest in the history of the event. 

porft Sampras opens against a qualifier, while Rafter, who 

B&pts Zimbabwe’s Byron Black in the first round, said: 

1 : “ r^’m ready to do everything right here.” 

^"^^-Jouth African Wayne Ferreira, who stunned Sampras in 

_ ”"' dj' 9 ^ : isle. faces fifth-seeded Slovak Karol Kucera in his first- 

i : . 'ond match. 

" - ■■".’^.Another outstanding match-up features No.7 seed 
’*'• " V -?v S eo y Kafelnikov of Russia against 14th-rankcd, but 
E’-hT seeded, Briton Greg Rusedski. 

Eighth-seeded Tim Henman of Britain opens against 
..^.reden's Magnus Gustafsson. 

E'-^r - ^or the first time in 10 years, local favourite Thomas 
. duster, the former World No.l now ranked 23rd, is not 
. wng the eight seeds for the event. 

^Muster faces a dangerous-looking first-round task against 
th-ranked Dutchman Jan Siemerink. 

"' u p{C»^nie seeds: 1. Pete Sampras (USA), 2. Patrick Rafter 
;rJ Jis), 3. Carlos Moya (Spa). 4. Petr Korda (Cze), 5. Karol 
r : ”' .fuifwna (Svk), 6 . Richard Jirajicek (Ned), 7. Yevgeny 
’ "-^Vifelnikov (Rus). 8 . Tim Henman (Gbr). 
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? FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

f * ~\r IP i‘ Beautiful location at Madina Munawwra SL 

"* JffgM $ f " Ground floor or 3rd floor, 360 sq.m. 

insists of 4 bedrooms, 2 master bedrooms, nice living 
, ^ om, large American kitetwn, maid’s room, large salon and 


p- 


,'fl • 

" ' r.VT 


^.nlng room, 4 bathrooms, Independent heating, monitor 


f tereom, electrical shutters, telephone, garden and garage. 

. _ f Kindiv call after 2:00 p.m. 4657778 or 079/33607^ 
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Amr Real Estate & Trading Est 

Spanish Companies Agents 


‘or Safety Equipment and Alarm Systems 


tin' ^ 


Congratulates H. Excellency 

the Spanish Ambassador 
in Amman - Jordan, 
and the staff of the embassy, 
and the Spanish people 
on the occasion of the National Day 
of The Kingdom o f Spain- 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — The 
San Diego Padres moved 
within one game of their 
first World Series since 
1984 with a 4- 1 victory over 
Atlanta here Saturday in the 
National League 

Championship Series. 

The Padres, who lost to 
Detroit in their only previ- 
ous trip to the World Series, 
took a three-games-to-none 
lead in the ~ best-of-seven 
series, with two more 
chances to wrap it up at 
home on Sunday and. if nec- 
essary, Monday. 

Starter Sterling Hitchcock 
pitched five solid innings 
and four relievers kept 
Atlanta in check as the 
Braves — who won 106 
games in the regular season 
— left the bases loaded 
without scoring in three 
innings. 

No team has ever rallied 
from a 3-0 deficit to win a 
best-of-seven post-season 
series. But the Padres were 
trying not to lei that go to 
their heads. 

“We have to be level-head- 
ed about this,” said Padres 
manager Bruce Bochy. “It's 
a good feeling, but we have 
lo go out there and get num- 
ber four.” 

The Padres took the lead 
with two runs in the fifth olf 
Atlanta’s four-time Cy 
Young Award-wtnner Greg 
Maddux, and added two 
more in the eighth. 

Hitchcock, barring second 
with one out in the fifth, sin- 
gled off Maddux. Quilvio 
Veras was thrown out at 
first. Then Steve Finley dou- 
bled to center to score 
Hitchcock. Tony Gwynn 
was walked and Finley 
scored from second on Ken 
Caminiu's single. 

Atlanta had a chance U) 
rebound in the top ut the 
sixth. Hitchcock walked 
first baseman Andres 
Galarraga and was relieved 
by Donne Wall. 

Outfielder Andruw Jone* 
singled off Wall, and both 
runners advanced on Eddie 
Perez' sacrifice bunt. Wall 
walked pinch hitter Ryan 
Klesko to load the base*. 
with one out, then struck out 
pinch hitters Michael 


Tucker and Greg Colbrunn. 

The Braves had taken a I - 
0 lead in the third on short- 
stop Wall Weiss' RBI single. 
Gerald Williams struck out 
and Weiss stole second. 
Chipper Jones lined a two- 
out single to left field and 
Weiss was thrown out at the 
plate by left fielder John 
Vander Wal to end the 
inning. 

Atlanta missed a chance to 
extend their lead in the next 
inning, when Hitchcock 
retired Maddux with two 
outs and the bases loaded. 

The Braves had another 
opportunity in the eighth, 
but ironclad closer Trevor 
Hoffman came iu with two 
out and the bases loaded and 
struck out Javier Lopez with 
three pilches. 

“Tremendous job by the 
bullpen.” Bochy stud. “We 
were on the ropes a few 
times, we know it. Our 
pitchers, they did a great job 
when the game was on the 
line." 

San Diego sketched their 
lead by two in the eighth 
thanks to a double by Carlos 
Hernandez that Ryan 
Klesko mishandled in left 
field. Klesko's error let 
Wally Joyner score and 
Hernandez reach third, then 
scored on a passed ball by 


Lopez. 

The Braves have scored 
just three runs in the series, 
something manager Bobby 
Cox says will have to 
change if they are to rally to 
rewrite the history books. 

“It's not the pitching," said 
Cox, whose his other two 
Cy Young winners, Tom 
Glavine and John Smoltz, 
fell prey to San Diego in 
games one and two. 

“We need a couple of hits. 
We have good matchups 
going into situations and 
can’t smell a base hit. We 
can’t leave the bases loaded 
every inning without doing 
some damage.” 

Even so, Cox wasn’t ready 
to admit defear. 

“We can make it interest- 
ing. Win tomorrow, win 
Monday and go home with 
two. You can still make it 
really, really interesting." 

Barring a miracle come- 
back, Atlanta will add 
another chapter to a legacy 
of playoff frustration in the 
1990s. 

This is the Braves’ seventh 
consecutive trip to the 
National League champi- 
onship series but they have 
produced only one World 
Series title, that coming in 
1995. 



FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting room, salon, dining 
room, 3 small verandas; Located near Ammoun Hotel 
between 4th & 5th Circles. 

Tel.: 5605760 



FLAT FOR RENT 

Second floor, part of villa, with all facilities. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, 3 verandas and garden. 

Location: 4th Circle area, Jabal Amman near Rosana 
Rowers, Malak Naaif Street, nearby AI Mutanabi Street, Villa 
No.B 

For more Information, please call phone No.:4641388 




-200 Sq. Meters, AI- Rabia Area 

- 3 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms 

- New Modern Furniture 

- Call 562-1959 or (079)581101 



The winner of the Porsche Tennis Grand Prix in Filderstadi Sandrine Testud from 
France (R) and Lindsay Davenport from the United States Sunday lean on a Porsche 
convertible after the final in FriderstadL Testud defeated Davenport 7-5 6-3 and won 
the car (Reuters photo) 


Davenport brought down 
to earth by Testud 


FILDERSTADT (.AFP) — Sandrine Testud 
of France caused a major shock here on 
Sunday when she beat World No. 1 Lindsay 
Davenport of America 7-5, 6-3 after 1 hour 
and 1 1 minutes in the final of the $450,000 
WTA event. 

It was the 26-year-old’s second tourna- 
ment success having won in Palermo last 
year and a rare reverse for the U.S. Open 
champion, who assumed top spot when 
Martina Hingis lost in Friday's quarter- 
finals. 

The 18ih-ranked Testud, who lost in 


Prague to Jana Novotna in her only prior 
appearance in a final this season, came back 
from 5-4 down in the first set co take the 
next three games and the set, on her first set 
point, with a mixture of excellent passing 
shots and volleying. 

The French player, who reached the U.S. 
Open quarter-finals last year, virtually 
assured herself of the title when she broke 
the 22 -year-old second-seeded American to 
love to so 3-1 up and then held her nerve 
and serve to take the set 6-3. 


Agassi, Henman advance to final 


BASEL (AP) — Fourth; 
seeded . Andre Agassi 
defeated home favorite 
Marc Rosset in straight 
sets Saturday to. move 
into the title match at the 
SI million Swiss Indoors 
where he will face 
Britain’s Tim Henman. 

Agassi received little 
resistance from the tow- 
ering Swiss power-serv- 
er, cruising through his 
semifinal 6-4. 6-2 in just 
54 minutes. 

Henman, seeded sixth, 
booked his place in the 
final by edging Sweden's 
Thomas Johansson 6-3, 
2-6. 7-6 (7-5). 

"The final should be a 
good one,” said Agassi, 
who reached the title 
match without dropping a 
set. 

“He’ll pose a good 
challenge as an opponent 
and it should be an enter- 
taining final. It’s nice to 
see players of Tim 
Henman’s class and pro- 
fessional style do so 
well.” 

Agassi dominated from 
the very start, never giv- 
ing Rosset a chance to 
get into the match and 
stir support from the 
8,700 Swiss spectators 
crowded into the St. 
Jakobshalle stadium. The 
American broke Rosset's 
second serve in the open- 
ing set, then served two 
consecutive games at 
love in the second before 
breaking to take a 4-2 
lead. 

“I think I played very 
smart, very solidly," 
Agassi said. 

"He's not an easy play- 
er to play. He’s got a very 


powerful* - *! serve, a very 
varied pace and he’s 
unpredictable.” 

Organisers breathed a 
sigh of relief as the two 
remaining seeded players 
advanced to the final 
after early round devasta- 
tion saw top-ranked and 
Wimbledon champ Pete 
Sampras. No. 2 and U.S. 
Open champ Patrick 
Rafter and Australian 
Open champion Petr 
Korda lose. 

Agassi, however, was 
not" interested in names 
or numbers. 

“I’m not interested in 
playing Rafter or Pete,” 
said Agassi. "I want to 
play the best players, and 
every’ week that changes. 

“This week Rafter and 
Pete w-eren’t the best. 
Tim Henman was.” 

Having Sampras lose so 
early could also help 
Agassi's chances ot 
regaining the No. 1 spot 
after three years, com- 
pleting an incredible 
comeback. 

Ranked eighth on the 
ATP Tour, the 28-year- 
old American, who has 
just 68 points left to 
defend this season, is in a 
position to finish the year 
No. 1 in the world. 

Agassi, who held the 
No. 1 ATP Tour ranking 


in April 1995, fell to 
141st last November and 
was out of the top 100 at 
the end of 1997 for the 
first time since he’d 
turned pro in 1985. 

While Agassi has not 
won any Grand Slam or 
Super Nine titles this sea- 
son, his 56-13 match 
record is the best on the 
ATP Tour in match victo- 
ries and winning percent- 

age. . . . 

"I'm not interested in 
being No. 1 at the end of 
the yiSSr,” said Agassi, 
who won four titles this 
season, each without 
dropping a set. “I just 
want to~establish myself 
as one of the best players 
going into the Australian 
Open. 

“However, my main 
concern at the moment in 
Tim Henman.” 

Agassi is currently fifth 
in the ATP Tour World 
Championship standings, 
and his victory' over 
Rosset could help cement 
his place among the top 
eight and secure for him 
a berth in the season-end- 
ing tournament next 
month. 

Henman, who lost to 
Mark Philippoussis in the 
semifinals last year, 
extended his match win- 
ning streak to 1 1 with his 
victory over Johansson. 


A Large Apartment For Rent 


The half of the first floor with balconies of 
only a two - floor nice family building. Newly 
furnished, nicely decorated & fully equipped: 
fridge, deep freezer including a satellite. 


Location^ No. 147. Zabran St. - Jabal Amman 


If interested please call : 5932509 


WALL-COVERINGS 


We have available at Zarqa free zone high 
quality vinyi WALL-COVERINGS with 
matching borders suitable for residential 
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Taleban chief insists on U.N. pig 
envoy’s visit to Afghanistan fc 
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ISLAMABAD (AFP) — A 
Taleban delegation held two 
sessions with the United 
Nations special envoy here 
Sunday but no headway has 
been reported in resolving 
an ongoing Iran- Afghan dis- 
pute. 

The Taleban delegation 
led by the Islamic militia's 
chief spokesman Wakil 
Ahmad discussed U.N.- 
Taleban relations with the 
U.N. envoy Lakhdar 
Ibrahimi, the Afghan 
Islamic Press (AIP) said. 

Ahmad stressed the Iran- 
Afghan conflict did not 
come up for discussion, it 
said. 

He also explained the 
measures taken by the 
Taleban to facilitate the 
work of U.N. agencies in 
Afghanistan. AIP said. 

The United Nations with- 
drew most of its staff after 
the killing of a U.N. official 
in Kabul after the Aug. 20 
U.S. cruise missile strikes 
on suspected terrorist camps 
in eastern Afghanistan. 

Ahmad, who is chief 
spokesman of the Taleban 
leader Mulla Mohammad 
Omar, also informed the 
U.N. envoy about the inves- 
tigations into the killin g of 
the U.N. official, AIP said. 

Omar earlier renewed his 
demand that the U.N. spe- 
cial envoy visit the hardline 
militia's Kandahar head 7 
quarters for talks on Iran- 
Afghan tensions. 

Ahmad told the AIP that 
in his invitation Omar 


assured Ibrahimi the 
‘Taleban will cooperate 
with the U.N. mission" in 
defusing tension with Iran. 

The reclusive Taleban 
leader also expressed the 
hope that Ibrahimi ’s mission 
would promote peace and 
stability in the region, 
Ahmad said. 

No reaction was immedi- 
ately available from U.N. 
sources. 

AIP said Ahmad had 
assured the U.N. delegation 
of security. Ibrahimi was to 
convey his response after 
consulting the U.N. head- 
quarters later Sunday. 

However after second 
round Ahmad told AIP he 
was now expecting the U.N. 
response on Monday. 

Ahmad arrived in 
Islamabad Saturday in a 
special plane sent by 
Pakistan in a bid to persuade 
the Taleban to drop its insis- 
tence that Ibrahimi visit 
Kandahar for the meeting. 

The U.N. envoy, who is 
accompanied by Assistant 
Secretary General of the 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC), Ibr ahim 
Bakr, arrived here Thursday 
after talks with Iranian offi- 
cials in Tehran. 

Kandahar was not on his 
itinerary because U.N. offi- 
cials are not authorised to 
visit Afghanistan for securi- 
ty reasons. 

The U.N. envoy also held 
talks with Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Sartaj Aziz on 
Saturday. Officials said they 


More than 100 dead of malaria in Yemen 


SANAA (AP) — An outbreak of malaria has left more 
than 100 people, mostly children, dead and has infected 
another 1.600 people in southern and western Yemen, 
health officials said Sunday. During the past two weeks, 
the province of AI Dali, 250 kilometres south of the cap- 
ital Sanaa, has recorded 1,500 cases of malaria, while 
the town of Rima, 150 kilometres west of Sanaa, has 
recorded 100’ health officials said, speaking on custom- 
ary condition of anonymity. More than 100 people 
already have died of malaria in those two areas, health 
officials said. Malaria is spread by mosquitoes that breed 
in pools of stagnant water. 


Lebanese wounded in guerrilla shelling 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — Lebanese guerrillas fired mortar 
shells and rockets into Israeli-occupied southern Lebanon 
on Sunday, wounding a Lebanese man, security officials 
said. The guerrilla attack came a day after Israeli troops 
killed two guerrillas from the Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
group. Karim Atwi. 29, and Mohammad Hammoud, 23, 
were killed Saturday in a clash with Israeli troops near 
Rihan. Hizbollah said. Officials of the Israeli-allied South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) said the men were trying to sneak 
into the village in the zone Israel occupies. 


Jewish leaders slam Pope on canonisation 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Jewish leaders on Sunday con- 
demned Pope John Raul As canonisation of a nun who con- 
verted to Christianity from Judaism and died in the Nazi con- 
centration camp Auschwitz. The Pope canonised German- 
bom Edith Stein, later Sister Benedicts of the Cross, at the 
Vatican on Sunday. “It’s outrageous. This is a very public slap 
in the face to the Jewish community." said Efraim Zuroff head 
of the Simon Wiesenthal Centre at occupied Jerusalem office. 
“The Pope is sending an extremely negative message to the 
Jewish community that in the eyes of the Catholic Church the 
best Jews are those that convert to Catholicism,” he told 
Reuters. Stein, wbo studied philosophy and had a brilliant 
academic career, was bom in 1 891 to a Jewish family in what 
is now the Polish city of Wroclaw. She abandoned her Jewish 
faith at the age of 14 and became an atheist for about 10 years. 
She later converted to Christianity. 


S. Arabia trying to join WTO 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Trade Minister Ossaraa Ben Janfar 
Al Faqih said Sunday that his country was endeavouring to 
join the World Trade Organisation (WTO), the official SPA 
news agency reported. “Saudi Arabia is deploying high-level 
efforts to obtain the support of friendly countries for its bid for 
WTO membership.” Faqih said during a meeting in Riyadh 
of the Saudi Chambers of Commerce and Industry. “A Saudi 
government delegation has already had four rounds of nego- 
tiations as part of these efforts and a fifth session is planned 
for November 16-20 ai WTO headquarters in Geneva.” 


Lightning claims five lives 


RIYADH (AFP) — Five people have been killed and anoth- 
er five injured in lightning strikes across southwest Saudi 
Arabia, Al Jazira newspaper reported on Sunday. It said the 
casualties were residents of Jizan province, which was also 
whipped by heavy rains on Friday and Saturday. The storms 
desuoyed several farms and hundreds of cattle drowned. 


Air Algerie staff ease strike 


ALGIERS (R) — Air Algerie's workers on Sunday eased a 
strike that had paralysed airports across Algeria and were 
preparing for a vote on whether to return to work, union offi- 
cials said, “This morning [one] third of die normally sched- 
uled planes took off for Marseille, Brussels and other foreign 
destinations as well as domestic routes," said an airport offi- 
cial. “That means more than 15 flights were ensured at 
Algiers’s airport for the day.” he added. State-run radio said 
the strike had also eased at airports in the western city of 
Oran, Constantine, in the east and in the oil-producing town 
of Hassi Messaoud Representatives of the strikers held talks 
with the airline’s managers on Saturday night to try to end the 
stoppage which had paralysed airport traffic since Monday. 


discussed a “road map” for 
future action to restore nor- 
mality on the Iran-Afghan 
frontier. 

During the meeting Aziz 
explained Pakistan's efforts 
to defuse tension between 
the “brotherly countries of 
Iran and Afghanistan.” Iran 
has massed thousands of 
Revolutionary Guards and 
troops along the Afghan 
border and the Taleban have 
reportedly taken counter 
measures. 

A border clash occurred 
four days ago between the 
two sides. The Taleban said 
two people were killed and 
five others injured on 
Afghan territory. 

Omar meanwhile agreed 
to release 10 more Iranian 
prisoners as Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat joined 
efforts to mediate between 
Iran and Afghanistan, AIP 
said. 

The announcement was 
made as a goodwill gesture 
for Arafat whose special 
envoy Mohammad leader 
held talks with Omar in 
Kandahar on Sunday, it 
said. 

Taleban last month freed 
15 Iranians captured after 
the militia's triumphs in 
northern Afghanistan held 
by the opposition. It was not 
immediately clear if 
Arafat's envoy, who also 
held talks with Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif and Foreign Minister 
Sartaj Aziz will visit Tehran 
also. 
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ANTI-SERBIA BUILD-UP: One of six US. B-52 bombers flies into RAF Fairford Airbase arriving from their 
base in Louisiana bn Saturday as part of a build-up of NATO forces for eventual deployment against Serbia. 
NATO ministers on Monday will meet to authorise airstrikes (see page 4 stories) (AFP photo) 


Cohen plays down concern on Sharon post 


ABU DHABI (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary W illiam 
Cohen on Sunday played 
down Arab fears about the 
appointment of hawkish Ariel 
Sharon as Israel's foreign 


Israel 
defends 
shooting of 
journalist 


minister, saying it sometimes 
took a more conservative fig- 
ure to strike peace deals. 

“Sometimes it takes hawk- 
ish or more conservative peo- 
ple in order to reach agree- 
ments. I think time will tell.” 
Cohen said in the United Arab 
Emirates during his tour of 
Gulf Arab states. 

He told a news conference 
that significant progress had 
been made in efforts to reach 
an interim accord between 
■Israel and- the -Palestinians 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
Israeli army said on 
Sunday a photographer 
who was seriously wound- 
ed when troops fired rub- 
ber-coated metal bullets at 
Palestinian sione throwers 
had not been identified as a 
journalist because he had 
no protective gear. 

It said an inquiry by the 
commander of its forces in 
the West Bank city of 
Hebron into last 
Thursday's incident had 
ascertained that “soldiers 
identified the journalists 
who wore helmets and flak 
jackets." 

'The photographer who 
was shot was not wearing a 
helmet or a flak jacket and 
thus he was not identified 
by the soldiers." it said in a 
letter to the Foreign Press 
Association (FPA). 

The FPA had protested 
that the shooting of Husam 
Abu Alan, a Palestinian 
photographer for the 
French news agency 
Agence France-Presse. was 
“indiscriminate." He was 
shot in the head. 


with three meetings in recent 


weeks between Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafitt. 

Cohen said the feet that the 
two leaders would go to 
Washington this week for 


summit talks “offers us some 
hope that there can be real 
progress marfe on peace in the 
Middle East” 

Sharon's appointment as 
foreign minister on Friday has 
angered the Arab World 
because of his hardline stance 
that includes championing 
Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank. 

At the end of his three-hour 
visit to the UAE, Cohen indi- 
cated that there had been sig- 
nificant advances on a planned 
deal for the Gulf state to buy 
80 F-16 fighters from the 
United States. 

“I did not come to make any 
deals or offer deals," he said. 

The UAE announced in 
May that it planned to buy the 
warplanes from U.S. company 
Lockheed Martin Corp. in a 
deal worth about S6 billion.. 

Defence officials accompa- 
nying Cohen said there had 
been no significant discussion 
of the deal on Sunday, but 


described it as “basically 
done” with only technical 
details remaining to be 
worked oul 

Cohen said his talks with 
UAE President Sheikh Zaid 
Ben Sultan Al Nabayan and 
other top officials covered 
potential threats to the region 
from Iran and Iraq, and threats 
from weapons of mass 
destruction. He also discussed 
bilateral ties. 

The defence secretary reaf- 
firmed to Abu Dhabi the mes- 
sage he is delivering through- 
out his six-nation tour that 
while Washington would like 
to improve relations with the 
reformist Iranian government 
of President Mohammad 
Khatami it was still waiting 
for changes in Tehran's for- 
eign policy. 

Cohen said Iran had still not 
given up support for terrorism 
and efforts to acquire weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Turning to the flare-up in 


tensions between Iran and 
Afghanistan's Taleban rulers, 
Cohen said that it was “some- 
thing Iran will have to resolve 
with the Taleban. We have no 
position in that particular con- 
flict" 

A tense standoff between 
Iran and the Taleban over the 
killing of Iranian dqdomats 
and a journalist two months 
ago erupted into a cross-bor- 
der clash on Thursday. 

Cohen also took a neutral 
line on the dispute between 
Turkey and Syria, saying 
Washington respected the ter- 
ritorial rights of each country 
and hoped the issue would be 
resolved peacefully. 

Turitey 'fias charged ’ Syria 
with supporting Turicish Kurd 
rebels. Syria has denied the 
allegations. 

Cohen was heading for 
Oman later on Sunday. He has 
already visited Bahrain and 
Qatar and was to travel on to 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 


Butler: Iraq has always lied on VX gas 


DUBAI (AFP) — U.N. 
arms inspection chief 
Richard Butler has accused 
Iraq of lying on the issue of 
the lethal nerve agent VX 
and said it has still not come 
clean. 

“Iraq's style is the follow- 
ing, whether it's in the bio- 
logical or chemical field: it 
stans with a denial" that it 
possesses banned arras, 
Butler told the London- 
based Arabic newspaper Al 
Hayat in an interview pub- 
lished on Sunday. 

“When it realises it can't 


continue any more, it 
admits the error but owns 
up to the minimum.” he 
said. 


“That’s what they did on 
their biological arms pro- 
gramme, and that’s what 
they are now doing on the 
subject of VX," said the 
chairman of the U.N. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM) in charge of 
disarming Iraq. 

Butler charged that “Iraq 
has lied to us from the start 
on the subject of VX by 
stating that it never pro- 
duced" the nerve agenL 

“When we confronted 
them with proof, they 
admitted to having pro- 
duced only 200 litres before 
acknowledging that almost 
four tonnes were produced.” 
said the UNSCOM chief. 


He said a meeting of 
international experts due on 
Oct. 22-23 in New York 
would determine whether 
Iraq had been able to equip 
missiles with VX. 

Tests carried out by a U.S. 
army laboratory showed 
traces of VX on Iraqi mis- 
sile warheads, but further 
tests in Switzerland came 
up negative. Butler said he 
was still awaiting the results 
of French tests. 

Earlier this week, a U.N. 
diplomat confirmed to AFP 
a report in the New York 
Times charging that traces 
of chemicals linked to'VX 
had been found on the war- 
head remains by the French 


laboratory. 

“The game the French are 
playing is a high-risk 
game," the U.N. diplomat 
said, referring to suspicions 
also aired in the Times -that 
France had delayed releas- 
ing the final results to pre- 
vent undermining calls for a 
comprehensive review of 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq. 

Under Security Council 
resolutions adopted after 
the 1991 Gulf war. the sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
cannot be lifted until U.N. 
weapons inspectors have 
declared it free of weapons 
of mass destruction. ’ 


Turkish police arrest 200 Islamist demonstrators 



Ttirkish women link hands as they march in human chains during a silent protest In 
downtown Istanbul on Sunday. Tens of thousands of Islamists joined hands as they 
marched in major cities to protest a secular ban on wearing Islamk-style head scarves 
in schools and public offices (AP photo) 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkish police Sunday 
arrested over 200 Islamist 
demonstrators during ral- 
lies held throughout the - 
country to protest against 
a ban on the Islamic head- 
scarf in -universities, the 
Anatolia news agency 
said. . 

More than 100.000 peo- 
ple attended the rallies 
organised by several pro- 
lslamic organisations in 
Ankara, Istanbul and 
nearly 20 other major 
Turkish cities and towns, 
the agency said. 

In die southern city of 
Gaziantep, the police 
arrested mote than 100 
protesters after they failed 
to obey an order to dis- 
perse peacefully. 

Another 100 people 
were arrested in rallies in 
other cities in which sev- 
eral parliamentary 
deputies from the pro- 
Islamic Virtue Party also 
took part. 

The protests were 
prompted by a recent 
decision by the rectors of 


Turkey’s 50 universities 
to ■ bar female students 
from wearing Islamic 
- headscarves on university 
premises. Mehmet 
EHcatmis, a Virtue deputy, 
told an Ankara rally: “The 
ban represents a violation 
of the constitution which 
guarantees basic free- 
doms.” 

Virtue is currently the 
largest party in \he 550- 
seat Turkish parliament. 

The Turkish state struc- 
ture, led by the powerful 
pro-secular army, has in 
the last 18 months been 
fighting against the coun- 
try's pro-Islamic move- 
ment which the military 
accuses of seeking to 
destroy the secular 
regime. 

The army played a vital 
role in overthrowing an 
Islamist-led government 
last year. Since then, par- 
liament has adopted a 
number of anti-lslamie 
measures, including the 
closure of hundreds of 
state-run religious 
schools. 
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Lennon poem 
earns $5,350 
at auction 


LONDON (AP) — A foul 
mouthed poem written by the 
late Beatle John Lenncn 
earned £5,350 at auction 
Saturday for the fan who 
received it almost 30 years 
ago. The typed work, made up 
of a four-letter expletive 
repeated 104 times and tfc 
single word “you,” was sea to 
poet Susan Baker in 1969 
after she wrote to Lennon 
requesting a poem. Signed 
and tided by Lennon and 
countersigned by his wife. 
Yoke One, it consists of fee 
four-letter word arranged in 
seven columns with “you” a 
the centre of the middle coi- 


Corman to 
produce ‘Nightfall’ 
in India 


HYDERABAD. - ; (AP) - 
Producer and director Roger 
Corman has announced a sci- 
ence fiction project in a 
sprawling southern Indian 
film complex, which be says 
will cost half what it would in 
Hollywood The - film. 
“Nightfall” will be based cna 
short stay by science fiction 
writer Isaac Asim ov about a 
planet which has six suns and 
never sees night, Corman told 
reporters Thursday in 
Hyderabad, the capital of fee 
southern Indian stale of 
Andhra Pradesh. Corman 
owns the production ccanpany 
Concorde-New Horizon. 


It’s all about 
making money’ 


KINGSTON (AP) — A new 
album of previoasly-uree- 
leased Bob Mariey songs may 
be causing a stir overseas hi 
not in Jamaica, where same 
fans of tire reggae legend are 
crying exploitation. Since its 
release several months ago. 
“The Complete Bob Maiey 
and the Waders: 1967-72” has 
earned rave reviews during 
promotional stops in Canada 
and the United Kingdom, but 
not in the home country of fee 
late reggae star Sales haw 
been slow in Jamaica. “Boh 
most likely would not have 
wanted these songs released,") 
said Dennot Hussey, a 
Jamaican musicologist. “It's 
all about making money.” 


Couple proves a 
perfect match for 
kidney transplant 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) - 
Judy and Jesse Paluck cele- 
brated their fifth wedding 
anniversary dressed in hospi- 
tal gowns and surgical stock- 
ings, barely able to muster fee 
strength to hold hands. For fee 
Pal ticks, the setting anti fee 
gift Judy offered — a kidney 
— couldn’t have been mere 
romantic: it proved they were 
a perfect match. “I think we 
were meant for each other and 
were meant to go tbrou$ 
this," Mrs. Paluck, 29, said 
Friday, a day after donating a 
kidney to her 32-year-old bus- 
band “That it happened so 
close to our anniversary is a 
sign." 


Twins bom three 
months apart reach 

fourth birthday j 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) - 
Celeste Keys knows her birth' 
day is in “Janereiy .” What she 
doesn't unders tand is why sfe 
won't turn 4 when ha 
brother does on Thursday. But 
Timothy, her twin, got her ® 
step crying about it “DorTt be 
upset," he said 'Til buy you J 
birthday on my hirtbday- 
Celeste was bomatfuH w® 
Jan. 18, 1994, a record tin# 
months and three days 3$® 
Timothy's premature birth 011 
Octl5.Tbeirfetfaei;theRfiV- 
Thomas Keys, called icao#' i 
acle. It’s just as g real 8* 1 < 
accomplishment j 

apparently has escaped p**" 
maturity's many dangrt** 
including learning disorders- 


J 



